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CPI general secretary D Raja delivering Parwana memorial lecture

“Com Parwana was a
source of inspiration for
generationsof tradeunion
workers while Com A B
Bardhanwasagreat thinker,
writer and orator, adored by

all sectionsof thesociety,”
said D Raa while
inaugurating the Com
Parwana centenary
celebrationson Decembr 4,
2023 at Com Bardhan

CPI Wins Kothagudem

Communist Party of Indiacandidate Kunamneni
SambasivaRaowinstheK othagudem seat in Telangana

at present the TeI angana state council secretary,
represented the sameassembly constituency in 2009.

In Chhattisgarh CPI candidateM anish Kunjam, who
contested from Konta assembly constituency was
defeated by asmall margin.

Respondingto theelection verdict, CPI general
secretary D Rgjasaid: “ Only throughunity andalternative
vision canthe RSS-BJP bedefeated and our Republic
saved. All secular and democratic parties, including
IndianNational Congressmust engageinintrospection
tohavemutual accommodation.”

with a majority of
26,547 votes. He got
80,336 voteswhilehis
opponent candidate
fromAIFB JVenkat Rao
got 53,789 votes. BRS
candidate Vv
VenkateswaraRaowas
pushedtothirdposition.

Kunamneni
SambasivaRao, whois

Dr Yugal Rayalu

Memorial Auditoriumof the
Parwana Memorial
ComplexinNagpur city. D
Raja, genera secretary of the
Communist Party of
India,wasthefirst speaker
in the series of Parwana
Memorial Oration, started
by the ParwanaMemorial
Trustinthememory of the
legendary tradeunionleader
Com. H. L.
Parwana.Speaking beforea
jampackedhall,D Rgjapaid
richtributesto Com. H L
Parwana and Com A B
Bardhanandreferredtothe
dayswhentheConstitution

wastaking shapeunder the
chairmanship of thedrafting
committee, Dr B R
Ambedkar. There was a
tremendous pressure on
DrAmbedkar to declare
Indiaa“HinduRashtra” or
at least to adopt the
“Presidential form of
Government” . DrAmbedkar
rejected bothwithacaution
that any effortto bringin
hero worship in our
democratic set up would
lead todictatorship! Atthe
sametimelndiacan under
no circumstancesbemade
into a theocratic state,
warned Dr Ambedkar.

D Rajareferred to the
famous speech of Dr
Ambekar whereinhesaid,
“Indiaisenteringintoanew
phase. Thisnew phaseisfull
of contradictions. Inpolitics
we have brought equality
withtheinstrument of voting,
that goesby theprinciple,
‘One person- One vote’.
Butinthesphereof social
and economiclifewehave
somuchof inequality! Social
and economicinequalities
must beremoved.”

“It is our duty to
safeguard our Constitution,

to save our democracy.
People’s power is
supreme,” said D Ragjaand
added,” Wecannot separate
thetrinity of “Equality-
Liberty-Fraternity” . Without
equality there can be no
social,political and
economic justice, opined
CPl leade. Beingthecitizens
of asovereign democratic
nationwedraw our rights
from our Constitution, not
by themercy of our rulers,
hesaid. Wearecitizens, not
subjects. Thevery essence
of democracy iscompassion
forall, hesaid.

“Today our democracy is
under attack. The fourth
pillar of democracy, our
media is under the total
control of the corporate
giants, thatisdirectly and
indirectly conditioningthe
minds of the peoplein a
particular way tosuit their
own political andeconomic
interests.

Comingdownheavily on
theCentral government for
its handling of the Elgar
Parishad, D Raja asked,
“Howlongwouldprofessors
and intellectual s be kept

On Page 02
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It wasNarayan Murthy, the softwareicon
who had said in 2020 that working hoursfor
thetoilersshould bestretched uptosixty hours.
In2023, hewent further and said theworking
hoursmust betakento seventy hours. Andnow
hehascomeupwithanideathat nothing should
begivenfree. Murthy suggestedthat sincelndia
isstill indevel opment process, toget financial
assistancetomovefurther, itisimperativeto
have higher taxation compared to devel oped
countries.

“Inordertocreateefficient, corruption-free
and effectivepublic goodsinour country, the
taxationwill havetobeobviously higher than
what you seein devel oped countries. So, |
personally would not at all grudge, if | have
topay ahigher level of taxation,” hesaidand
pointed out that the per capita GDP of an
averagelndianistoday hardly 2,300USDallars.
Quoting UN hesaidwhat the UN hascalled
“lowincomegroup countries’, isabout twice
of that.

Murthy hasalso claimedtobeahard core
leftist earlier and now he believes in
compassionate capitalism.

Perhapshisscientific outlook, which must
had been hisinstrument tounderstandtheworld
asleftist, would have pointed out to himthat
irrespective of itsbeing compassionate or
barbaric, capitalist system alwaysprospers
and evolves on uncompensated labor, the
produceof whichiscalled surplus. Capitalism
cannot beitselfif it doesnot havecapital, which
generates more capital in the process of
capitalist production. Out of thisproduction
process, theoutput getsitsvalue, whichinturn
makesitacommodity. Thelabour timeisthe
creator of thespecificdifference, of the value-
form and consequently thecommaodity- form.
AsMarx had pointed out in hisfamousbook

Essence of Capitalism

“Capital, A critical analysis of Capitalist
Production”, that theusevalueof aproductis
aquality that servestheneed of people, but what
doesbelongtoacommodity isitsvaluewhich
isrealisedinexchange. Thisisthefoundational
truth of capitalism. Hence, thelabor isalready
producing without compensation, and the
capitdist systemthrivesonthat. Beinganimportant
part of the system onecannot deny thefact that
theentirestructureof thesociety standsonunpaid
labour, it would amount to self negation, which
inturnamountsto demagogy.

Coming back tofreebies. L et usnot go by
pieces, since they make the entirety. Itisa

dialectical existence. It wasdecidedinthe 18"
century itself that inthemodeof production, the
threecomponentswereimperativeand among
them, apart fromraw material andtheproduction
tools, islabor, which comesfrom human being,
andneedsregularisation. It hasalimit, that should
never go beyond eight hours. After that, itisnot
thenormal energy thatisemployed. Itisthe
reserveenergy that isspent. If aworker toilsfor
Sixty or seventy hoursevery week, reserveenergy
issoldtothecapitalist master, underpriced, in
fact absolutely free. Worker istoday struggling
evenforminimumwages, if atall gheisemployed.
Thefamousquoteof NR NarayanaMurthy says,
“Nothing shouldbegivenfree.” Inreturn, the
worker isasked to sacrificeeventhebreathing
space, whichisSunday.

Speakingat the26th editionof BengaluruTech
Summit 2023, here, Murthy stressed that every

bit the state does for its people must be
compensated, that there should be a
contribution “When you provide those
services, whenyou providethosesubsidies,
theremust besomethinginreturnthat they’re
willingtodo. For example, if yousay, | will
giveyoufreeelectricity, thenitwould have
beenavery nicethingfor thegovernmentto
havesaid, but wewant to seethepercentage
attendancein primary schoolsand middle
schoolsgo up by 20 per cent, then only we
will giveyouthat.” Firstitisconditional, not
free. Andthenwhen achild stopsgoing to
school, or doesbadly in studies, there are
factorsthat havetobetakeninto consideration.
Thereareloadsof researchwork doneonit.
Thefamiliesgo half starved. Jobsarerare.
Wagesarehighlyinsufficient. Evenascitizens,
wedonot havetherighttoquestionthechild’s
inefficiency, without assessingin depththe
atmospherewe have created for our human
wealth.

Finally, hesuggested”....Ask peoplewhat
aretherequirementsthey needtowork three
shiftsand completethework intimeandprovide
themthat.” Compassi onbecomesasuperfluous
expression hereascapitalismbaresall itsfangs
toforcehumanity togobeyond. Itisnot the
peoplewho aretoslogfor threeshifts, itis
their blood soaked starving existencethat
wouldrunthemachinejusttokeepalive!

Narayan Murthy said he believes that
capitalismisbased onthetwinpillarsof free
market and entrepreneurship andthat arethe
only solutionfor any country tosolveitsproblem
of poverty. But poverty is not afinancial
deprivationalone, it surpasses humanity too
sometime, history iswitnesstothat.

Defeat RSS-BJP...

From Front Page

behind bars?” He said
intentional ly thegovernment
istargetingtheintellectuals
becausethegovernment has
no answerstothequestions
rai sed by them.

BJP under theguidance
of RSSistryingtoundermine
the secular Constitution
becausethey want to bring
the rule of Manusmriti,
opined D Raja. The RSS
sinceitsinception hasbeen
anti- Dalit and anti- women.
They believeinthetheocratic
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practices where only the
upper caste men havethe
righttoruleanddecide. Very
systematically the Modi
regime has brought in
Monopoly Capitalismusing
all themeansof democracy.
Today thegap betweenthe
havesandthehavenotsis
toobigtobecoveredinnear
future, he said. The very
peoplewho voted the BJP
to power havetheright to
remove them also from
power to save their own
rights.

Comingto theissue of

patriotism, D Rajasaid that
the communists are great
patriots. Ho chi Minh had
said famously that his
patriotism hadtakenhimto
Marxism. Communistsin
Indiahavemadethesupreme
sacrificesduringthefreedom
struggle. Theironyisthatthe
people who did not
participateinthefreedom
struggleask otherstoprove
thelr patriotism, saidD Rgja.

Endinghislecture, DRgja
exhorted the assembly to
mobilisethecommon men
andwomentofight against

thefascistregime. “Because
welovethecountry and her
people, we should come
together and struggletosave
theConstitutiontosavethe
democracy. Defeat of the
BJP in 2024 is the most
important task at the
moment”.

Atthebeginning of the
programme, themanaging
trustee of Parwana
Memorial, D SBuchemade
the introductory remarks
and introduced the guest
speaker. C H
Venkatachalam gave brief
introductiontothelifeand
struggle of Com H L
Parwana. Hesaid that the

Parwana Oration is an
attempt to bring the best
speakersof thecountry face
to face with the working
class. President of Eastern
Maharashtra Bank
Employees Association
(EMBEA) presented the
voteof thanks.

General Secretary of
EMBEA J S Gurway
coordinatedthefacilitation
programmeof D Rgjaby the
various trade unions and
other  organisations.
Members of the Parwana
memorial trust, Ramkumar
Gupta, Ram Nerkar, BN J
Sharmawerepresent onthe
daisfor theprogramme.




December 10-16, 2023

3

CTU-SKM Jointly Hold Mahadharna in Odisha

The jointplatform of
Central TradeUnions(CTU),
independent sectoral
federationg/associationsand
Sanjukta Kishan
Morcha(SKM) stagedthree
days and night
Mahadharana at
Bhubaneswar from
November 26 t0 28, 2023,
pressing issues as per the
charter of demandsandthe
action programmeadopted
inthehistoricAll IndiaJoint
Convention of Workersand
Farmers on August 24 at
Talkatora Stadium, New
Delhi.

Demands of the
convention included the
fixation of Minimum
SupportPrice (MSP) on
farmer’s produce on the
formula given by Dr
Swaminathan Commission,
withdrawal of cases on
farmersduring 13 month-
longsittingat Del hi borders,
compensation to the
martyred farmers during
agitation, punishmenttothe
culpritsof Lakhimpur Kheri
killings, resignation of
Minister of statefor home,
withdrawal of Electricity
Amendment Bill 2020,
withdrawal of four labour
codes, stoppingof
privatisationof Public Sector
enterprises, end to
corporate loot, filling of
sanctioned posts in the
government establishments,
addressthe unemployment
issue, withdraw theraised
prices on essential
commoditieswithdraw NEP
-2020, provideaffordable
education and health
services,water and basic
civicfacilitiestoall.

The mahadharna also
stressed the other demands
of theconventionincluding
Scheme workers being
providedwithworker status,
minimumwagesbeingraised
to Rs 26,000 per month,
240annual workingdaysfor
MGNREGA jobcardholder
workers, MGNREGA
wagesbeingraisedtoRs750

per Day and at | easttwolakh
crorerupeesbeallocated
from Union Budget every
year.Demandswereraised
torestoretheOld Pension

Bijay Jena

AIUTUC leader Jaysen
Meher,AICCTU leader

leader PramilaBehera. The
second day of Maha
Dharana was conducted
byAIKS statepresident
Shashibhusan Swain,AIKS

B “ 67 Acaiu deed 9ania Q12 - 626 QB
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Scheme, EPF Pension be
fixed at nine thousand
Rupees per month with
VDA linkages. Resolutions
weremovedtostoplsrael’s
war on Palestine, rescue
workers trapped in
Uttarkashi tunnel, working
hoursshould befixed at six
hoursper day and 36hours
per month, and rejection of
EDSA. Thousands
participated in
Mahadharanafrom across
thestate.

The Mahadharan
aconducted by CTUsand
KishanMorchaonfirst day
was led bypresidium
consistingof All IndiaTrade
UnionCongressOrissastate
president Ashok Dash,
INTUC statepresident Dr
Ram Chandra Khuntia,
HMS leader B N
Mahapatra, ClTUstate
president Janardan Pati,

Bansidhar Das, TUCCI

REJECT BJP- SAVE INDIA- SAVEWORKERS - S# ARMERS

KISANBACHAO
'

Central Trade Unions -
Samyukt i orcha, O

OdishapresidentJagannath

Palestine Solidarity Day by WFTU
Stop War & Destruction

in Palestine

In accordancewith the call given by the World
Federationof TradeUnion (WFTU) itsaffiliatesled
by theAll IndiaTradeUnion Congress(Al TUC) staged
a demonstration at Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Bhubaneswar. AITUC national secretary Rama
KrushnaPandaaddressedthesolidarity demonstration.
He condemned the US-supported genocidein Gaza
killingthousandsof children, women, and Palestinian
people, and demanded the cease of war.

CITU leader DushmantaDasand AICCTU state
working president Radhakanta Sethy haveaddressed
theoccasion. Other |eadersJayantaDas, Ramesh Jena,
PuspaPanda, Pradip Nayak, SuraJena, Shankar Barik,
Bhramarbar Rout, Panchanan Sahu, Balaram Jali, Akuli
Natha, Bansidhar Parida, Chhetambar Bhoijoinedwith
theagitatorsexpressingtheir solidarity with Palestine
and demanding compl etestopping of war. Theagitators
demandedthat the Union government should not send
workersfromIndiatolsrael.

Mishra, AIKMS leader
Ashok Pradhan,AIKKMS
leader Raghunath Das,
AlAKS leader Purna
Chandra Padhy, AIKMS
|leader Bhala Ch Sarangi,
AIKMK Sleader Srikanta
Mohanty, AIKKS leader
Shankar, POK SS leader

; Ashok Pradhan, NAPM

leader Prafulla
Samantra,NUGCMS
|leaderSatyabratNayak,
Lohia Academy
representative Debaray
M ohapatra,INSAF |eader
NarendraM ohanty.

Onthethirdday, AITUC
national secretary
RamaKrushna
Panda,INTUC presidentDr
Ram Ch Khuntia, AIKS
(Canning lane) general
secretary Hannan Molla,
AlKSvicepresidentAshis
Kanungo, AITUC state
general secretary Bijaya
Jena,state vice president
Prasant Pattojoshy, state
secretaries Jayanta Das,
Kishore Jena,NamitaSahu,
Satybadi Bagh, Mayadhar
Nayak, HarapriyaSwain,
Bidyadhar Mahanta,
Abakash Sahu, AIK Sstate
secretary K shirod Singhdeo,
Manoj Parida, AIKSOdisha
secretary Suresh Panigrahi,
POKSS leader Lingaraj
Pradhan, Saroj Mohanty;
AIBEA leader Manoranjan
Das, Sanjib Pati, AILICWF
leader Bipin Mohanty,
GIEAIA leader Manoj
Ratha, AIFUCTO president
DrAmiyaKumar Mohanty,
Nikhila Odisha Shikshak
Maha Sangha president
DusmantaNayak, Women
leadersPuspaDash, Pramila
Behera, NFIW state
secretary Chinmayee Sahani
and Isani Satpathy
addressed the protest.

They elaborated how the
RSS - BJPled Union
government hasond |l counts
made the lives of people
miserable, working mainly
against theinterest of the

On Page 12
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Govt Bent RulestoAllow Miningin Forested Areas. CPl MP

Communist Party of India
national council secretary
Binoy ViswvamMPissuedthe
following statement on
December 4, 2023 saying
that the government bent
rulesandignoredtheopinion
of environment ministry to
allow mining in forested
areas:

In response to a
parliamentary question
raised by CPI parliamentary
party leader Binoy Viswam,
itwasrevealedthat thecoal
ministry ignored the
apprehensionsraised by the
environment ministry,
Central MinePlanningand
Designingtituteandalowed
for auction of coal minesin
densely forested areas of
MPand Chhattisgarh.

Coal minister Pralhad
Joshi inawrittenreply stated
that the ministry of
environment, forests and

climate change
(MOEF&CC) in August,
2018 hadinformedthat 15
coal blocksfall inthearea
which needs to be
conserved. Healso added
that after ameetingwiththe
Central MinePlanningand
Design Institute, it was
decided miningwouldbenot
possibleduetothefragility
of theregion and “It was
decided that it may not be
possibleto carveout some
portion from the blocks.
Therefore, these 15 blocks
may not be considered for
alocation.”

However,inacomplete
U-turn, clearances for
miningwereissuedin2022,
without any justificationfor
thelossof biodiversity and
reservationsof environment
ministry and the CMPDI,
overrulingthecoa ministry’s
own expert scientific

institute.

Coal blockswereputfor
commercial auction and
singlebidswerereceived
fromtheAdani Group after
intense lobbying. Mines
could not beallottedtothe
Adani Groupduetotechnical
reasonsbut overruling all
opinions and opening
country’s forests for
destruction to favour the
Adani Group shows that
government’slovefor Adani
knowsno bounds.

Binoy Viswam, in
response to the answer
stated: “ Thegovernment has
no concernfor thenatural
weal th of thecountry or for
thepeoplewhoselivelihood
dependsonforests. Enabling
biodiversity loss of this
magnitude, completely
overruling the view of
environment ministry, shows
that how far greed has

entered the system. For
Adani, government’sown
expert opinion can be
disregarded, and rules
changeddrastically toopen
the country’s forests for
Adani toexploit.”

NoAlIIMSMadeFully
Functional under M odi

Binoy Viswaminanother
press release issued on
December 5 said that the
government’s own data
exposed the hollowness of
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi’stal clamsonbuilding
new All Indialnstitute of
Medical Science(AlIIMYS)
institutions across the
country.

Hewasquotingfromthe
writtenreply given by the
minister of statefor health
and family welfare Dr
Bharati Prvain Pawar toa
question raised by himin
RajyaSabharelatingtothe

functioningof AIIMS. The
strength of faculties in
AlIM Sacrossthecountry
remainsmuchlower thanthe
sanctioned strength. The
government data also
revealedthehugeburdenon
themedica educationsystem
in India as the number of
studentsinAllM Sacrossthe
country isfar morethanthe
sanctioned number of seats.

Dismal student-faculty
ratio is resulting in poor
health services. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
recently claimed that his
government hastripledthe
number AIIMS in the
country, but none of them
becamefunctiona andsome
of his announcements
remain on paper.

Out of the total 5,672
sanctionedfaculty positions,
2,134, that isnearly 38 per

On Page 14

Hhat #he Ohers Say...

The Crime Story

Thelatest edition of theNational CrimeRecordsBureau (NCRB)
report reveal sdisturbingtrends. Therecorded crimesagainst women,
children, senior citizens, Schedul ed Castes, and Schedul ed Tribesshow
asteepincrease, 468 peopletook their livesevery day in 2022 and
cyber crimeswent up by nearly 25 per cent.

TheNCRB doesnot claimthat thesefiguresrepresent an accurate
count of criminal offencesacrossthecountry. Theagency hasunderlined
that itsdatarecord theincidence of registered crime, not the actual
numbers. Thereport should, therefore, beread to understand thebig
pictureintermsof crimeregistration.

TheNCRB hasflagged acaveat: Anincreaseincrimenumbersin
stateor city-level policedata—in Delhi, for instance— could beon
account of greater awareness, increased presence of law enforcement
agenciesor citizen-centricinitiatives. But policymakersalsoneedto
bealert to under-reporting. Asthe NCRB pointsout, theperpetrators
of violenceareoften acquai ntancesof thoseat therecei ving end. WWomen,
forexample, findit very difficult toreport abusersintheir closecircles
— husbands, fathers, partners, family members, friends.

For thesamereason, thetrueextent of violenceagainst childrenis
likely to begreater than that estimated by thebureau. Anearlier NCRB
report, infact, acknowledgedthat it did not “ capturethesocio-economic
causativefactors’.Theagency’ sdatacan, nodoubt, beread alongwith
studiesthat shinealight onthestructural impedimentsfaced by the
underprivileged —for instance, NFHSreportsor recent studiesthat
show that womenfinditdifficulttoregister FIRs. Thereisalsoagrowing
body of scholarship which showsthat peoplefrom marginalised social
groupsareoften pressured into not reporting crimesagai nst them. The
NCRB must sharpenitsmethodol ogiesand makeitsreportsmorenuanced.

Thegrowingincidentsof cybercrime—theNCRB report underlines
theseriousnessof thisthreat — call for law enforcersto stay ahead of
thecurve. Acrosstheworld, dataisbecoming animportant tool for
ensuring public safety.

The NCRB cannot beimperviousto conversationson the use of
digital systemsfor crimeprevention andinvestigation. It must step
uptonew challenges, and find waysto effectively addressold ones.

Courtesy: Thelndian Express

Looming Threat of Urban Floods

CycloneMichaunghasthrownlifein Chennai out of gear. Anunusual ly
heavy downpour (151 mmin 24 hoursending at 8.30 am on December
4, thethird highest in a24-hour period; and the 24 hoursending at
8.30amon December 5will likely beworse) hasforced thegovernment
tocall inthearmy for rescueandrelief. Theairportisclosed and many
trainshavebeen cancelled. School sare shut asmemoriesof the2015
floodsreturnto haunt thecity residents. Tworecord-breaking downpours
on November 16 and December 2 and mismanagement of reservoirs
had caused havocinthecity that year. Theseextremeweather events
arenolonger once-a-century events. Delhi, thisyear, Bengal uru last
year and Mumbai in 2005 saw devastating floods. Therearebothlocal
reasonsand global factorsfor theseevents. Theinfrastructure has
not kept up withthe pressuresof popul ation explosion. L akes, tanks
andfloodplainsof rivershavebeen encroached, |eadingtoimpediments
indrainageof flood waters. Theclimatecrisishasaccentuated these
disasters. Rainfall that was spread acrossthe monsoon season often
fallsinaday or two. Analready creaking urban drainagesystemis
stretched evenfurther, leading to abreakdown: In coastal citieslike
Chennai, thetidecomplicates matters.

In September, M editerranean storm Daniel affected Libya, Greece
and Turkey, with 11,000 personskilledin Libyaal one. Rising global
temperaturesaremaking cyclonic stormsfrequent — thisphenomenon
isincreasingon|ndia swest coast. Weneed to heed thewarning. Dubai
COP28 hasjust launched thelossand damagefund, meant to help
vulnerablecountriescopewith climatecrisisdisasters. Indiancities
tooneedto beready for frequent extremeevents. From ensuring better
upkeep and expansion of publicinfrastructureto protecting natural
drai nage systemsto putting disaster management plansin place, the
task iscut out.

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times
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Oil Giants Subvert COP28 Agenda

COP28, that s
Conferenceof Parties, isthe
United Nation’sclimate
SummitbeingheldinDubai,
intheUnitedArab Emirates
(UAE) from November 30
to December 12, 2023.
Some 200 government
representatives, the
signatoriesof the Climate
Agreementin1992willtake
stock of themeasurestolimit
global warming pledgedin
the2015 ParisAgreement.
Also,daily sessionsarebeing
held dedicated to fast-
tracking energy resources,
net zeroloss for damage,
health, and sustainable
agriculture affected by
climatechange.

It ishoped that COP28
will helptolimitlong-term
globa temperatureriseto 1.5
Candattainment of net zero
for phasingout fossil fuel use

by 2050.However, 2023has  §

been the warmest year in
human history, with
temperaturesrisingby 2.4to
2.7 C, recorded in
somemajorworld cities.
Hencethe task before the
summit participants is
enormous in planning
measurestoreducetoxicgas
emissionsbyphasingout (not
phasing down assuggested
by some developed
countries) very shortly.

Burningfossil fuelsthatis
coal, petrol, gas, and diesel

which arechiefly
responsibleforglobal
warming, they are

responsiblefor theemission
of 40 percent toxicgasesinto
our atmosphere. Thesegases
blanket around theearthand
blockthe heatexit intothe
outer sky.

Thus, heatedearthand
oceanschangethewindflow
andalter theregular monsoon
pattern. Apartfromtheloss
of hundredsof plants, birds,
andanimal speciesannually
high temperatures are
meltingiceintheice-covered
continentAntarcticaandthe
Himalayan mountains,

resulting in flash floods
andinundation of coastal
islands and cities. The
altered monsoon pattern
iscausinglongdrought spells
followedbyuntimely heavy
rainsandfloodsthuscausing
enormous damage to
standing crops
andpopulation.
Controversial host

Phasing out fossil fuel
production and useshould
be the majortheme of the
Summit. Reaching net zero
means stopping to add
greenhousegasesintothe
atmosphere. However, the

present host UAE isoneof
the top oil-producing
countriesand Sultanal-Jaber
is the president of the
COP28 summit. Asnoted
above, oil and gasarethe
main culprits for climate
change. Ironicaly developed
West and major global oil
and coal-producing
corporationsarecurrently
changingtheSummitagenda
to suit their corporate
interests. Issueslikegreen
credits for carbon
requesting, industrial
production of brown
hydrogen, and corporate
farmingaresuggestedinstead
ofmeasures fora gradual
reduction in toxic gas
emissions and
decarbonization, loss of
damage climate fund

SomaMarla

assistanceto affected poor
countries, deforestation,
conservationof biodiversity,
rivers, oceans, and other
global commonsinnature.
Interestingly, leaked reports
from BBC (December 2,
2023) reved that several oil-
producingcountries are
planning to expand
productioncapacity. UAEis
planningto useitsroleto
strikenew oil andgasdeals.
Also, ADNOC, the Arab
Emiratesoil company, the
thirdlargest oil producing

company announced in
2022, its plansfor new
drilling, makingthesecond-
largest expansion ofoil and
gasproductionglobally. The
real challengefor COP28is
toput pressureontheoil and
gas sector to move away
from producingoil andgas.
Presentlythefossil fuel
industry reported record-
highrevenuesof 5trillionUS
dollars in 2022. British
Petroleum (BP) and Exon
M obilhaveannouncedtheir
plans to increase their
productionby 15 percent by
2030.

GreenWashingand
Capitalism
Nationsandoil companies
at theclimatesummit made
certainenergy pledgeson
December 2, 2023.

Nearlyl00 countries
promised to treble world
renewabl e energy use by
2030 and 50 oil and gas
companiesincluding Saudi
giant Aramco pledged to
stop adding to planet-
warming gases by 2050.
Thisonly coversemissions
from production, not the
burning of fossil fuelsand
critics said it would not
meaningfully tackleclimate
change. Despite loud
announcements made by
NarendraModi, Indiaalone
during the last two years
doubled coal productionand
increased coal imports

instead of cutting
consumptionof fossil fuels.
Inprevious COP summits
held at Glasgowand Egypt,
governmentstook pledges
to decarbonizethe planet
byarriving at net zero
gradually by 2050.
However, inrealty, noneof
the promises have been
implemented ontheground.
Instead of reduction, the
proportionof releasedtoxic
GH gases is estimated to
increase by 15 percent by
2030. They keep changing
thegoa postsandtimelimits
bypostponing thepledged
reductionlimitsfrom 2030
tofurther away.

Instead of Phasing out
thefossi| fuels, they arenow
resorting to greenwashing.

Carbon capture stops

most of the CO2 produced
fromburningfossil fuelsin
power stationsfrom being
released into the
atmosphere, and either re-
uses it or stores it
underground. But it is
expensive and still in its
infancy.
Clean Energy isBig
Bossiness

Carboncaptureisnothing
but trapping most of the
CO2producedfromburning
fossi| fuelsinpower stations
frombeingreleasedintothe
atmosphere, either re-using
itor storingitunderground.
Butthisisvery expensive.
Somecriticssay fossil fuel
producershopetousethe
technology toallow themto
continuerelyingonoil and
gas forever. Do much
publicised Electricvehicles
and brown Hydrogen
production come under
cleanenergy isquestionable.
For carbon sequestration or
EV or solar battery
production for electrical
vehicles or electrolysis
underlying production of
brown hydrogen need an
enormousquantity of fossil
fuels. Thesetechnol ogiesare
very capital-intensiveand
only largeMNCscanhandle
their production.

Theworld' sentireclean
energy investments are
estimatedat 1.8trillionUS
dollarsaccordingtothel EA.
Despitethe cacophony of
claims from oil and gas
producers, theactual levels
of investmentinthetrangtion
tonetzeroarenegligibleand
the industry is not doing
anywherenear enough. This
isduringaperiodwhenoil
and gas companies have
been recording record
profits. Energy transitionand
production of clean energy
arebigbusinesseswithmagjor
playersGeneral Electricals
(GE), NextEraEnergy, Totd,
and GautamAdani investing
nearly 1.3trilliondollars.

On Page 12
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CPI OpposesAdding Secrecy to Post Office System

mmunist Party
of Indianational
xecutive

member Sandosh Kumar P
participating in the
discussiononthePost Office
Bill, 2023 on December 4,
2023 said that heisthankful
to him for retaining the
English name which is
understandableto each and
every Indian and not
replacing it withtheHindi
translation of thename.He
observedthat al initiatives
tomodernizethepost office
system, whichisthelargest
intheworld, arewelcome.
But, wearenotinaposition
to support the Bill in the
existingform, especially,
withtheprovisionsof Clause
9anditssub-clauses.

TheClause9anditssub-
clauseswill turn our post
officeinto Pegasusoffices.
He wanted to know why
each and every aspect of
life, each and every
institutionisbeing linked
with the security of the
nation. The interest of
security of thenationisa
concept which can be
misused. Thegovernment
hasmisused it many times.
Herequestedtheminister to
delete this particular
provision.

Secondly, whileworking
on modernizing thepostal
system, wehavetothink of
theunused postal land al so.
Thedepartment is having
acresof landinvariousparts
of thecountry. For example,
in Kochi, they have more
thanoneacreof landwhich
isunused. There must be
provisions and plans to
make use of this unused
postal land.

Thirdly, thelndiaPostis
havingjust 15 percentageof
businessinthisarea. The
remaining 85 percentageis
in the hands of private
players. Hewantedto know
whether the government

Heconcluded by saying
that eventhough, wearein
favour of modernizingour
postal system,
thegovernment hasto take
into account all those
concerns.Asfar asthepostal
workers are concerned,
hundreds of postsarestill
vacant. Thegovernment has
to take stepstofill up the
vacancies as early as
possible. Moreover, the
wages of these grassroots
level workers must be
enhanced.

AddressFinancial
CrisisinKerala

Raising the issue of
financial crisisin Kerala

CPI IN PARLIAMENT- RAJYA SABHA

hasany provisionto control
the private
players.Otherwise secrecy
hasnovaueandprivacy has
novalue. Obviously, these
customerswill gotowards
privateplayers. Theremust
be somethingto control the
privateplayersalso.

during zero hour, Sandosh
Kumar P demanded
immediate release of Rs
5,352 crores Central aid
whichisduetothestate. It
isthegenuineshareof the
peopleof Keralaanditisnot
anybody’sgenerosity. This
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amount includes Rs 790
croresintheformof UGC
pay revision, another Rs700
crores for paddy
procurement and Rs 220
crores or health care.
Altogether, it comestoRs
5,352 crores. Kerala has
submittedall thedocuments
and made certain changes
suggested by the central
government. But, till now, this
hugeamount ispending.

Hepointed out that the
existing Centre-state
financial relationsmust be
redefined. Accordingtothe
Fifteenth Finance
Commission, as rightly
observed, statesaccount for
more than 62 per cent of
total national expenditure.
The states are playing a
major roleinachievingthe
Sustainable Devel opment
Goals,whereas, their
incomeshareisjust 37 per
cent. Thishugeandglaring
disparity must beaddressed
urgently.

Heconcluded by saying
that after theimplementation
of the GST, states are
suffering dueto shortage of
funds. So, there is an
immediateneedforrevisiting
orrestructuringor redefining
the Centre-Statefinancial
relations. Otherwise, we
cannot achieve the
Sustai nable Devel opment
Goals. HeurgedtheUnion
government to takenote of
that. Also, Keralaisastate
whichistheworst sufferer.
The Fifteenth Finance
Commission provided for
just 1.9 per cent of the
Central taxes to Kerala,
wheresas, at thetimeof Tenth
FinanceCommission,itwas
3.9 per cent of the Central
taxes.

Provide Decent Wages
toSchemeWorkers

Communist Party of India
national council secretary
BinoyViswamduring zero

hour demanded on
December 5, 2023 that the
government must provide
decent wages along with
meaningful engagement
terms to government-
sponsored schemeworkers.
They are ASHA workers,
Aanganwadi workersand
mid-day meal workersin
lakhs.

Hesaidthegovernment
andtheHousehavetheduty
tolook deepintotheirliving
conditions. They aresimply
survivingon paltry wages.
Weuselofty wordsfor them
like‘global healthleaders
andwarriorsof thecountry.
Wegavethem such names
during Covid days. But
whenit comesto ensuring
them proper livelihood, we
awaysforgetthem. Itishigh
timethat wethought about
them. TheASHA workers,
theaccredited social health
activists, aredoingimmense
service to the nation. In
every walk of life, they are
thefirst point of healthcare
andsocial security buttheir
concerns are not always
addressed.

Aanganwadi workers
formthefirst meeting point
for the children of our
country. They teach them,
feed them and open their
eyestotheworld but they
arenottakencareof. Similar
isthecasewiththemid-day
meal schemeworkers. The
mid-day meal scheme
workers work towards
ensuring food security also,
but lakhs of them are
deprived of even decent
wages. Itishightimethat the
government paid attentionto
them. We call them
volunteersanddeny theright
duetoworkers. Wehaveto
treat them asworkers. We
have to ensure that their
wagesarefixed paid decent
wages, treated well and
provided decent working
conditionstothem.
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Hike Income Cap for EWS
School Admission:Delhi HC

icking up the
hreads from the
November 16,

1992 OBC “creamy layer”
ruling — which put an
income cap on OBC quotas
— the Narendra Modi
government, viathe 103rd
amendment, sought to get
around caste-based
reservations by pushing
welfarism among the poor
who areoutsidethepurview
of Mandal.

Overthelast eightyears,
theNarendraModi-led BJP,
bothingovernment and party,
has built akey plank of its
politicsaroundthelabharthi,
thebeneficiary of awelfare
scheme, whoisframed, not
by her social identity but by
individual, quantifiable,
criteriathat aimtodefinea
need-based
architecture. The Supreme
Court’simprimatur on the
103rd amendment, allowing
10 per cent quota for the
poorest of the poor among
upper castes, both
strengthens— and affirms
—thisplank.

The majority verdict by
the five-judge Supreme
Court bench endorsingthe
103rdAmendment offersan
expansive view of the
affirmative action vision
offered by the
Constitution. The 103rd
Amendment, passed by
Parliament in 2019, had
inserted clausesinArticles
15and 16, whichallowedthe
government to introduce
quotas for economically
weaker sections of the
society that did not avail of
other reservationverticals.
The majority verdict has
rejected achallengeagainst
the amendment, which
argued that it violated the
basic structure of the
Constitution. Thedissenting
judgment by Justice S
RavindraBhat hasheld that
whilean economic quotais
justifiedfor accessingpublic
goods including subsidies
(Article 15), it can’t be
extended to reservation
(Article 16), which seeks

representation of the
community. Sofar, legal and
policy debateson structural
discriminationinindiahave
focussedmostly onthesocial
category  of  caste:
Instruments such as
scholarshipsweremootedto
alleviate economic
inequalities  whereas
reservationsineducationand
employment wereinstituted
toenddiscriminationrooted
in caste.

Saying that the criteria
must be scientificand based

on actual data, the single-
judge bench of Justice
Purushaindra Kumar
Kaurav asked the Delhi
government to assess
prevailing economic
conditionsand other relevant
factors.

The Delhi High Court
orderedthe Delhi government
toincreasethecap onannual
family incomefor admission
to schools under
the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS)
category fromRs1lakh(Rs
8,333 per month) toRs51akh
(Rs41,667 per month) “with
immediate effect”.

Asking the Delhi
government to decide
expeditiously onincreasing
the threshold income to a
“commensurate amount
which corresponds to the
living standards of the
intended beneficiaries’, the
HC said Rs5lakhwouldbe
thenew captill adecisionis
taken.

Saying that the criteria
must be scientific and based
on actual data, the single-
judge bench of Justice
Purushaindra Kumar
Kaurav asked the Delhi
government to assess
prevailing economic
conditionsand other rel evant
factors.

“Till theaforesaid exercise
is done and appropriate
amendment is made in the
scheme, the required
income... shall beconsidered
tobeincreasedto Rs5lakh

instead of Rs1lakhasall the
other states have the
thresholdamountinquestion
to the tune of almost Rs 8
lakh. Theaforesaiddirections
are made operational with
immediate effect,” Justice
Kaurav said.

Delhi’ sper capitaincome,
asper thelatest Economic
Survey, wasRs4.44|akhin
2022-23.

The court said the Rs 1
lakh cap did not reflect the
“economic hardshipsfaced
by the families in
contemporary times”. “Itis
deeply agonising to seethe
complete apathy and
lackadaisical attitudeof the
stateauthoritieswhichisat
the helm of protecting the
educational rights of the
economically  weaker
sectionsof thesociety, which
flow from the fundamental
Rightto Education,” it said.

According to the Delhi
School Education (freeseats
for students belonging to
Economically Weaker

o, 1 il

Sectionsand Disadvantage
Group) Order, 2011, all
schoolsarerequiredtoadmit
at least 25 per cent children
from the EWS category at
the entry level. No feeis
charged from these
students.Thecourt directed
the Delhi government’s
Directorate of Education
(DoE) to frame a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
forincomeverificationand
regular monitoring of the
eligibility criteria.
Thecourt washearing a

pleaagainst thecancellation
of a student’s admission
under the EWScategory, for
allegedly submitting false
incomeandbirth certificates.
Dismissingtheplea, theHC
observedthat admissionwas
secured in a “mala fide
manner and by playingafraud
upontheinstitutions’.While
it permitted the student to
remain in school under the
general category, the HC
asked the father to deposit
Rs10lakhwithinsix months,
falingwhichadmissonwould
be deemed to be cancelled.

The case reflects a
“tormenting state of affairs
where the opulent classis
puttinginblood, sweat and
tearsto reap the benefits of
EWS reservation at the
expenseof theeconomically
marginalisedcandidates,” the
court said.

Academiciansquestion
DU’sdecision to
introducedual degrees

The Democratic

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

Teachers’ Front, Delhi
University highlightstheflip
side of the proposal. The
proposal by theAC wasmet
withresistancefrom afew
memberswho felt that this
might burden the students.
Allowing the students to
pursue two degrees
simultaneously isnotintheir
academicinterest asthey will
not be able to pay desired
attention to their studies.
Moreover, they will also not
get adequate time for self-
study anditwill not haveany
gualitative outcomes,” say
DU professors. For each
courseat DU, therearealot
of different lecturesthat are
conducted for acourseand
every subject has multiple
readings that require
undivided attention. “DU
students generally do
reasonably well in their
careers, hence, thereisno
need for them to
simultaneously pursue
another degree from a
differentuniversityinanODL
modefor qualitative career
progression. Instead, the
students should be
encouraged to take up
internships and summer
projectsrelatedtotheir main
degreewhich enhancetheir
practical knowledge and
providethemwith hands-on
learning and experience.
Thiswill beabetter way to
broadentheir academic base
instead of giving them an
option to simultaneously
pursue another degree.

Calling the dual degree
“total farce”, DUTA says
that it underminesthevalue
of afull-timedegree.

New Age Weekly



8

ational
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NFIW Holds State-Wide Rallies in Bihar

N Federation
of Indian

Women (NFIW) organised
threemarchescovering 38
districtsof Bihar raisingthe
slogan “ BJP Hatao,
DeshBachao, BetiBachao.”
The rallies were held
successfully fromNovember
21 to December 3, 2023.
Thousands of women
participatedintheralliesand
morethan hundredsof public
meetingswereall over the
state.

The marches were
flagged off by NIFW genera
secretary Annie Raja on
November 21. RamNaresh
Pandey, secretary of the
Communist Party of India
(CPI) Bihar statecouncil was
alsopresent ontheoccasion.
Theralliescoveredcitiesand
villages, and small meetings
and publicprogrammeswere
held. Theralliesconcluded
onDecember 3,2023. Prior
totherally, ameetingwas
held at JansaktiBhavan.
NFIW Bihar stateworking
president NiveditaJha
presided over themeeting.

In her address, Annie
Raja said that BJP is the
greatest enemy of the
common people and
marginalized sectionsof our
country. While
NarendraM odi wasthechief
minister of Gujarat, pre-
planned gang rapes
happened and no stepswere
takentostopit. Inhisspeech
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ontheoccasion of the 75"
Indian Independence
Day,NarendraM odi praised
the “double-engine
government” of Gujarat. The
same government had
released the culprits of
BilkisBanu gangrapecase
by stating that they were
pious, saintly, and great
Brahminswithhighmorals.
Itistoberememberedthat
thesepeoplethethree-year-
old daughter of BilkisBanu
and her family members
were massacred by these
criminals.

In the BJP rule, the
daughters of Dalits, and
other backward sectionsof
the country are unsafe.
Wherever they arebrutally
assaulted or raped BJP
leadersof that placeswould
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NIFW general secretary Annie Raja addressing therally

Kirnesh Kumar

comeforwardin support of
theculprits. Inearlier days

thereusedtobeintensified
anger insociety towardsthe
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criminals who attack or
assaultwomen. Today, BJP
isreadily giving helpand
resort rapists and those
persons who attack the

modesty of
BrijBhushan, Gurmit Ram

women.

Rahim, and Swami
Chinmayanand,etcareall
examplesof this. RSSisan
anti-women organization.
Thegovernment ledby BJP-
RSShasimplemented the
Women ReservationBill all
of asudden because of the
continuousstruggleled by
NFIW and our leader Gita
Mukherjee and pressure
fromthejudiciary. Annie
Rajasaid.
Thethreerallieswereled
by NFIW Bihar state
secretary RajsreeKiran,
former ML C UshaSahni,
Prof. ChandanaJha and
Bharati Sinha. Other

leaders, LalitaKumari,
RinkuKumari, Anita
Sharma, and Sabinawereat
thehelmof therallies. The
rallies received warm
reception throughout the
state. Public meetingswere
held at different places.
Workingwomen, students,
andwomenfromall spheres
attended themeeting. The
rally led by state secretary
RajsreeKiran and young
women leader Sabina
covered Bhojpur, Buxar,
Kaimur, Rohtas,
Aurangabad, Arwal,
Jehanabad, Gaya, Nawada,
Sheikhpura, Jamui, Munger
and Nalandadistricts. The
leadersintheir addressto
thepubliccalledfor ousting
BJPfrom power inthe2024
general elections. They also
spokeabout therelevance
of thestruggleagainstall the

evilsagainstwomeninthe
country and urged women
massesto join handswith
NFIW to strengthen the
struggle to safeguard
women’srights.

Thesecondrally led by
Prof. Bharati Sinha,
ChandanaJdha and
RinkuKumari coveredthe
areasnear to Nepal border
and West Champaran. The
rally received warm and
vibrant receptionthroughout
thejourney. Thisrally also
covered Vaishali,
Muzzafarpur, East
Champaran, Madhubani,
Darbhanga, Samastipur,
Begusarai, Khagaria,

On Page 14
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Conquer the Destiny of the Country,
the People and Yourself

Keepinginviewthecall of Safeguarding Socialist Secular
Democracy Marchingto Defeat Patriarchy, Religious
Majoritarianism, the22™ national conferenceof theNational
Federation of Indian Women(NFIW) isscheduledto be
heldon December 8t0 10, 2023 at K haragpur, West Bengal .
Thisorganizationwasfounded 70 yearsago on June4,
1954 in Kolkata. Animportant similarity betweenthe
situationthenand thecurrent state of the country and the
worldisbeing observedtoday.

he decade
around the
formativestage

of NFIWwasturbulent. The
“Rao Committee” was
formedin 1941 because of
the enlightenment in
subjugated India by the
initiative of individual
thinkersinthe country to
introducereformativelaws.
For women to gain equal
rightsintheir family laws,
discussionson Britishlaw
reformand new legislation
towardsthe“ Uniform Civil
Code” werethecall of the
time.

On rejection of such
demand, themovement for
the“HinduCodeBill” came
into force. The joint
committee consisting of
progressive women’s
organizationsof thecountry
includingAIWC (All India
Women’s Conference),
Bhagini Samaj of
Maharashtra, WSDC of
Punjab, MahilaAtma
RakshaSamity of Bengal,
Assam, and Orissa
Committee, convened by
KamlaChatterjee, |eader of
the Bengali Provincial
MahilaAtmaRakshaSamiti,
conducted nationwide
campaignthroughmeetings,
gathering signatures.

As part of this, ajoint
meeting was organized at
KolkataUniversity Institute
Hall. Thechairpersonof the
meetingwasSarojini Naidu.
When all over the country
women were coming
forwardwithaprogressive
movement for their rights.

RSS took their usual
negativeroleinbreakingthe
movementby forming‘ Hindu
NariSangh.” They even
Vandalisedthemeetingin
Kolkata.

Ontheother hand, inthe
post-World War 1]
phenomenon, WIDF
(Women'’s International
Democratic Federation)
wasformedin1945for the
war-affected women and
children.

There, Ella Reed,the
secretary of the Samity of
Bengal, and VidyaK anuga
(Munshi), alongwith one
fromAIWC and another—
four participated as
delegates. At that time,
women were taking an
importantroleinthestruggle
of Tebhaga-Telangana
across the country. Left-
wingwomen'sorganizations
werefightingfor legisation
todemand women’srights
inindependent India.

Duetothepartitionof the
country, womenweretaking
animportantroleinfighting
therefugee problem, their
residence, andlivelihoodin
Bengal and Punjab
provinces. Asaresult of the
struggletolivewithdignity,
various women’s
organizationswereformed
withparticipationof refugee
women.

Togiveanational formto
all these struggles, it was
necessary to lead the
movement by bringing
women from among those
engaged as agri workers,
labour, and homemakersto

ShyamasreeDas

the front line. It became
necessary to build an all-
India organization at the
national level—whichwould
haveaglobal outlook.

WithintheAIWC, itwas
not possibleto enforcethe
demandfor theinclusion of
women from farmer and
labour classes. Until 1948,
communistwomenplayeda
significantrolewithinthe
AIWC.In 1954, on June4,
NFIW was founded in
Kolkataafter WIDF's 2
World Conference in
Copenhagenin 1953. With
1, 29,267 membersfrom 14
provinces of the country,
various women’s
organizationsof thecountry
joinedtheconferencewith
alarger vision—asense of
worldfraternityinfavour of
peace against warright to
workwithananti-imperialist
and above all secularist
approach

Theposter campaign at
NFIW’s first conference
calledfora“victory songfor
new life”—*“CHILDREN

NEED PEACE AS
FLOWERS NEED
SUNSHINE”.

Oneof themostimportant
aspectsof thisorganization
isits"federal character”—
it is not an “authorized”
organizationof any political
party. Another very
important aspectisthat an
individual who is not
affiliated with any
organization can takethe
position of “Individual”
member of this national
organization(NFIW) andhe
canbeengagedinthework
of thisorganizationwithall
theorganizational rightsand
responsibilities.

Atpresent, wearefacing
new challengesarisingfrom

thepitfallsof past problems
during the22" National
Conference of the
organization

Attemptsto polarisethe
world in an attack on
Pal estine onthe backdrop
of war.

Thegovernment of the
country isworkinginfavour
of misogynist attitudes,
hinderingwomen'’sprogress.
The legal system also
appearsto be affected by
this anti-progressive
environment. The casesof
Bilkis Begum,
ManishaValmiki and
Kamduni are glaring
examples. Even the
protesting peoplewho have
worked against these
femicides, insupport of the
tortured, arebeingfalsely
prosecuted by the state.
They have been pushed
behind bar onfalsecharges.
Thearrest of TeestaSetalvad
isanexampleof this.

The authoritarian,
hegemonic government at
thecenter doesnot shy away
fromcreating conditionsfor
communal riotsto keepthe
power of thestateunder its
control. Look at theincident
in Manipur - there was
indiscriminatekilling. The
state on the other hand is
taking legal repressive
measuresagainst themwho
undertook protest action.
Thestate chargesbrought
against our leadership
rushing into the Manipur
incident including the
General Secretary of our
organisation, NFIW, is
irrefutableproof of this.

Hegemony of theHindu
majority across the
country—desperately trying
tocontrol over theindividual
choiceof practice, eating,
wearing. Today thesecular
character of our country is
facing challenges.

Independent foreign
policy of our country is
endangered today. The
Indian government is
supporting thebelligerent
Israel by abandoning the
ideal of non-aggressioninits
foreignpolicy.

All theseareaccompanied
by abnormal inflation,
unemployment. Asaresult,
the number of starving
people is gradually
increasing.

Duringthisperiod, after
the21*National Conference
of NFIW in Jaipurin2020,
the spread of Covid-19
across the globe posed a
grave threat to human
society. Not only thehealth
care problem, but the
indifferenceof thecountry’s
government tothehelpless
condition of the jobless
people put the working
peopleinastateof extreme
crisis.

The government only
creates gimmicks of
“TaiBgao, ThaiBgao, Diya
Jalao” sounds. Andordinary
peoplehavefought fortheir
lives. Common people
appeared next to the
hel pless peopletothe best
of their ability out of human
compassion. The
countrymen have seenthe
positiveroleof theleft-wing
government of Kerala
amidst thissituation.

On the other hand,
peoplehavealsofoughtto
protecttheirrights. Farmers
constant sit-insagainst the
government’s repressive
agriculture laws—our
country’sfood producers
fought tothedeath. Mass
organizationswereactively
involvedwithit. Asaresult,
thegovernment wasforced
torepeal thedraconian|aw.
Terrible forms of women
abusehavebeenseeninthe

On Page 15
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rkingclass
hasplayeda
Vv.ery

importantroleintheprocess
of humandevel opment.
Indian independence
movement wasani mportant
aspect of human
development.Thebiggest
contributionof theworking-
classmovementistobring
theconcept of empowerment
of peopletothecenter stage
of development. Today inthe
21% century therearetwo
models of development.
One isGDP that is pure
growth model based on
increase in productivity
andprofit (dominance of
economiccriteria).

Thesecond model isthat
of thehuman devel opment
index, it should bethebasis
of devel opment orprogress.
Itisthebiggest contribution
of the working class that
since 20" century this
human-centric model has
been brought to the center

stagebecause of its
struggle.On this
background, one

mustanalyzecontribution of
the working classin pre-
independence and
post-independencelndia.
Indian Independence
movement for theworking
classwasawaysastruggle
against colonialism and
imperialism, since the
country itself wasidentified
withtheworkingclass.

For working class
independence meant not
only thetransfer of power
from the British to the
| ndiansbutempowerment of
the Indian people on all
fronts. Hence working
classcontinued and
continues to play an
importantroleinpre- and
post-independencelndia.

The independenceof
India was necessary to
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Contributions of Working Class
In Freedom Movement and National Development

defeatimperialism and to
bring empowerment of
people through
democracybased on
principlesof humanrights
and equality. For this, a
secular country wasneeded.
The newly independent
Indian state
becamedemoacratic, secular
andsocialist-oriented. The
Constitutionitself wasthe
greatestachievement of the
working-classmovement.
All those who accuse the
workingclassof having been
entrappedineconomismare
emphasizing only the
economicacceptanceof the
working-class struggle
missing thebroader picture.

Power isnot only about
political power, butitcomes
through wealth, casteand
religioushierarchy, and other
privileges. Working class
fights forequality of all
through economic and
political struggles, attacks
theprivilegesof theruling
class, andfightsforjustice.
Thismust be the basisfor
analyzing the role of the
workingclassinindia.

In the early stage of
struggle working class
fought for changesin the
Factory Act to reducethe
workinghours, weekly off,
andrestrict childlabour. For
this, it organized workers
beyond religious,
caste,language, and col our
differences.

Under theinfluence of

M arxism andsocial
reformers like Mahatma
Phule in

Maharashtra,people
likeNM Lonkhande and
Sahpurjeeorganizedtextile
workersaround 1880and a
charter wassubmittedtothe
government demanding
changes in the Factory
Act.Growing consciousness
of the working class in

Dr B KKango

Mumbai was reflected in
theactionwhenitcalledfor
asix-day strikeagainst the
imprisonment orderissued
against Lokmanya
Balgangadhar Tilakin1907.
Lenin took note of this
devel opment andwrotethat
thisrisein consciousnessof
Indianworkingclasswould
makeitimpossiblefor the
Britishtorulelndiaforalong
time.

After 1917, the Great
October Revolution in
Russiaunder theleadership
of Lenin, raised the
consciousnessof workersall
over the world.Indian
working class was no
exception. It decided to
organizeandformaunion.
Thus, thefirst national union
of theworking class, that
wasAll IndiaTradeUnion
Congress (AITUC),was
formed on October31, 1920
inMumbai.Since its
formation,AITUC hasbeen
fighting for socialism and
nationalindependence. In
1921 inits conference at
Jharia,

AITUC passed
aresolution demanding
complete independence
fromtheBritishers. Tillthat
timetheCongresswhichwas
the people’s movement
demandedonly homerule
and not complete
independence. Hence, from
1921 till1929, AITUC
organized ademonstration
before every session
of Congress convention
demanding that the
resolution for complete
independencebeadopted by
theCongress. Thiswasdone
intheCongress session at
Lahore in 1929 in which
Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehrubecamethepresident

of theCongress.

Subsequently, the
working classparticipated
with enthusiasmin all the
major strugglesand calls

given by Congress
theworking class
participated with
enthusiasm.

Sacrifices by workers
andtradeunionsfor Indian
independence. Babu Genu,a
mill worker in Mumbai
sacrificed hislifein the
Swades hi
movement.Similarlyin1946
when there was a major
mutiny intheRoyal Indian
Navy, inall the ports the
working class organized
strikes and supported the
striking Naval soldiers.

The leaders of the
Mumbai Nursing Federation
Kamal Donde and Vimal
Ranadivewereinjuredin
policefiringwhentheytook
themorchato support the
Nava mutiny. Kama Donde
diedinthefiring. Thisheroic
struggle of soldiers and
workers hastened the
process of independence
anddepartureof Britishrule
inIndia Afterindependence
theworldwasdividedinto
two major blocks.

While one wasled by
USA (Imperialist),theother
was led by Soviet
Union(Socidist). Becauseof
working-classparticipation
inindependencestruggleand
itsgrowingpolitica influence
under the socialist
thoughtprocessandwiththe
help of socialist countries,
thenewly independentnation
of Indiaadopted apolicy of
neutrality inforeignaffairs
and a mixedeconomy for
national devel opment.

Thepublicsector became
themostimportant sector of
theeconomy. All thiswas
because of the
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contributionof Indian
working class.Any process
of development of society
hastwo aspects. Oneisarise
inproductivity andtheother
issharing of fruitsof this
increased productivity.
Inboththeseareas, working
classplayed animportant
role.

Hence, weseefrom 1930
to 1980 the share of the
workingclassincreasedwith
ariseinproductivity butthe
sameisnot seenfrom 1990
t02023.

However, the capitalist
system Dbelieves in
trickledown theory and
emphasizes that arisein
productivity and profitwill
slowly but surelypercolate
and everyonewill benefit.
But factsdo not supportthis
argument.

Present policy of
globalization pursuedwith
privatization andpolicies
against working-
classorganizations and
based on the principle
ofLiberalization
Privatization and
Globalization (LPG) is
nothing but a policy of
capitalistrevival.

Hence, working classis
resistingit. Initsresistance,
the concepts ofequality,
democracy, humanrights,
secularism,andsocia justice
areemphasized and hence
human-centricdevel opment
model isthedesiredresult.

In our experience, we
haverealizedtheimportance
of unity of not only the
working classbut that of all
toilingmasses. Theinfluence
of working classonthestate
power likethat of mid-20
mid-20th century istheneed
of the hour todefeat the
onslaught of capitalistre-
emergence which is now
presentingitself asafascist
rule.
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Occupational Safety M easures Cannot Have L axity

Theaccident at the Slkyaratunnel where41 workers
got trapped, hasexposed not only vulnerability of such
happenings but also poor state of emergency
preparednessto deal with such accidents. Itisgenerally
the poor workerswho are affected in such situations.
Onlyincaseoflargescalehueand cry or whenthestakes
arevery high on some other accounts, such accidents
go either unreported or eventually leave the families
of workers to keep on running from pillar to post for
treatment if the person concerned survives or for
compensation if the worker dies.

he Central Trade
Unionshavealleged
thatinvariablyitis

the callousattitude of the
government towards the
occupational safety
measures which leads to
suchaccidents. Accidentsat
work places occur dueto
weaknessesof lawsinregard
to work place safety of
workersand alsolaxity in
their implementation and

violationsof whatever norms
exist.

Inthisparticular caseof
Silkyara, theteamtomonitor
therescue operationfrom
the Centre was sent very
late. Theother workerswho
areoutside aretellingthat
the escaperoutes/tunnels,
which are compulsory to
meet such emergency
Situationsin construction of
longtunnels, werenot even
planned! Thegeologistsand
expertshavecomeforward
telling that the companies
and agenciesinvolved in
tunnel constructioninindia
tend to overlook safety
concerns and measures
suggested by themforthe
sakeof cuttingthecostsand
getting maximum profits!
Principlesof New Austrian
TunnelingMethod, whichis
both aconstruction method
andadesign philosophy, are
alsonotfollowedinthetrue
sense. There are serious
concerns raised by one
expert that thetoxic gases
being generated insidethe
tunnel are not being
channeled out. Theworkers
complainedthat theHume
pipes which were placed
after one of the earlier
accidents, had also been

removed even before the
completion of work at the
tunndl.

Occupationa Healthand
safety hasbeen anissue of
serious concern of health
personnel as well as the
workers organizations. The
60" World Health
Assembly heldinGenevain
2007 charted out * Workers'
hedlth: global planof action’.
It recognizes that the
‘workersrepresent half the
world’'spopulationand are
the major contributorsto
economic and social
development. But despite
theavailability of effective
facilitiesthereremainlarge
gaps between and within
countrieswithregardtothe
health statusof workersand
their  exposure to
occupational risks. Only a
small number of them have
access to occupational
healthservices(1).

Accordingto Ecology
Global Network 55.3
milliondeathsoccur every
year (2). As per the
International Labour
organization (ILO)
estimates 2.02million 3.6
per cent of total deathseach
year occur from work-
rel ated accidentsor diseases
globdly.Afurther 317million
people suffer from work-
related diseases, andthere
areanestimated 337 million
fatal and non-fatal work-
related accidentsper year.
Thesufferingcaused by such
accidentsandillnessesto
workersandtheirfamiliesis
incalculable. Ineconomic
terms, the ILO has
estimated that four per cent
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of theworld’'sannual GDP
islost asaconsequence of
occupational diseasesand
accidents(3).Accordingto
Indian Population Clock (4)
inour country 9.7 million
deaths occur every year.
Out of thisnearly 48000 are
workers4.8 per cent of total
deaths (5) every year
happen dueto occupational
accidents. Theconstruction
sector contributes24.20 per
cent of the fatalities (6).
Many of thesetragediesare
preventable through the
implementation of sound
prevention, reporting and
inspection practices(7).
Indiahasawork forceof
about 54 crore people.
Despitethefactthatthey are
engagedintheproductivity
and development of the
nation, they remain
marginalized as far as
healthcare services are
concerned. Most of themare
inunorganized sectors, who
are devoid of any social
security benefits. Nearly
three per cent of them are
ingovernment departments
and public sector
enterprises. Only they are
covered under social
security. Among the rest
work forcesmall number are
informal economy whilevast
majority, 93 per cent, arein
theinformal economy. Other
thanGovernmentandpublic
sector employees, only
about 11 per cent of thetotal
work forceiscovered under
thesocial security schemes.
Thusoccupational safetyis

an issue of utmost
importance.
TheWHO had suggested

that the “national policy
frameworks for workers
health shouldbeformul ated
taking into account the
relevantinternational |abour
conventions and enact
legislations totheeffect.

These should include
establishment of
mechanisms for inter-
sectoral coordination of
activities’. Thisisimportant
becausetheimpact onhealth
in different sectors is
different. Thoseengagedin
miningaremorepronetothe
diseasesrelatedtoexposure
toparticular substancethey
aresurroundedby. Thosein
nuclear industry facehazard
of radiation exposure. The
hospital workers are
exposedtoinfections. The
construction workers are
morelikely tomesettraumatic
injuries. Thesewer menare
exposed to waste material
and poisonousgases. The
methods of prevention,
treatment and compensation
also vary accordingly.
Particul ar attentionhastobe
paidto high-risk sectorsof
economicactivity,andtothe
under-served and
vulnerable  working
populations, suchasyounger
and older workers, persons
withdisabilitiesandmigrant
workers, takingaccount the
gender aspects(8).

Unfortunately the
Labour Code on OSH &
WC does not effectively
addresstheconcernsof the
health safety of theworking
population. Ithasfailedto
addresstheprimary issues
of effectiveenforcement as
also coverageof thelarger
sections of the Indian
workforce.

Thecentral tradeunions
point out that the Labour
Code fails to address the
universdity of coverage. The
code should cover all
workers irrespective of
nature of employment
contract. Apprentice/
trainee too must also be
covered as they too are
exposedtovariousrisksas
they are part of the work
force. Because of little
experience they are at a
higher risk than regular
employees.

The proposed |abour
codepractically over-looks
the concerns of workers
employed in the non-
registered establishments
which accounts for over
93% of the total
establishments/ workers.
TheOSH concernsall the
employees and workers.
Exclusion of any group of
workers or employees
including supervisorsand
managersfromitscoverage
Isunethical.

Other categories of
workers, suchasagriculture
workers, domesticworkers,
sewerage workers, salt
workers, security guards,
forestworkers, Information
Technology (IT) workers,
Gigworkers, Aanganwadi
workers, etc. shouldalsobe
included. Thereshouldbea
specific chapter addressing
the concerns of women
workers.

If theworkforceisnot
providedaclean, hygienic
environment, potable
drinking water and other
suchfacilities, they cannot
beexpectedtowork totheir
optimumpotentia. Thetrade
unionsfurther point out that
‘anevenmoreseriousissue
iswhentheestablishments
don't show the full
workforceontheir records
and many workersarejust
not there’ on the records
maintained by the
establishments. A visitto
place of work and the
accommodation in the
industrial areasprovesthe
point. Thedecisionmakers
must realizethat without a
healthy workforceworking
inaconduciveenvironment
and guaranteeof safety and
health, productivity will be
hit badly which will be
detrimental totheinterests
of thecountry, the society
andtheemployers. It must
be accepted that
occupational safety and
healthisahumanright of all

workers.
New Age Weekly
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Retrenched ESIC Paramedics

The decision by
Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) to terminate the
servicesof 120 contractual
staffershasset off a flash
protest outsidethegatesof
the ESIC office at
PanchdeepBhawanin New
Delhi.

Theretrenchment of al of
them happened suddenly
withoutany notice, following
the end of the ESIC’s
arrangement with the
contracting company which
had providedthesestaffers

Our Correspondent

to the Corporation’s
dispensaries. Thevictims—
all paramedical workers—
had beenworkinginvarious
ESI C dispensariesacross
Delhi since2017.

“On November 30this
year, all 120 of us were
informed that our services
would no longer be
required,” saidShalini
Shukla, a retrenched
paramedical worker. “We
were not given any prior
notice. Our salariesof last

twomonthsareal sopending.
Wewant our job back,” she
added whiletaking partin
the demonstrationat ESIC
gates.

On December 1, 2023,
adelegationof ESICvictims
met the AITUC general
secretary, Amarjeet Kaur,
and sought her intervention
in the matter. Acting
promptly, Kaur wrote to
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender YadavandESIC
Director General Rajendra
Kumar and asked them to
continuetheservicesof the
retrenched staffers.

Oil Giants Subvert...

From Page 05

Onlyinthefirsthalf of 2023,
as high as Breaking 358
billion US dollars was
invested in clean energy
production.Adaniontheone
handactivelyinvolvedincoa
and gas,
electricityproductionand
distributionontheother hand
is the majorproducer of
solar power, and green
hydrogenintheworld. He
isanactiveplayerinboth
fossil fuels(likecoal) and
cleanenergy production. To
encouragecarbon
sequestrating Indian
governmenthasannounced
the Green Credits
programme. To encourage
the production of green
hydrogen government of
Indiaisplanninga2.2hillion
US dollar incentive
programme to private
corporations. Not surprising
thatAdani would beamajor
beneficiary.
Pricetagging Nature

Under the neoliberal
economygovernment
isactivelygivingawayforests,
fertileland, andwater bodies
to majorcorporations at
subsidized rates. Even
amended laws like new
mining policiesand forest
acts to help
maj orcorporationsto mine
even inside the reserve
forests. Indianbanksare
liberally doling out cheap
|loansto major corporations
against the pledged
community commons. The
corporationsare actively
involvedinthedestruction

New Age Weekly

of forests and other
resourcesof nature.

ClimateFund

TheUnited Stateswitha
share of 14 percentage
pointsisoneof theworld’s
biggest greenhouse gas
emitters and a major
contributor to human-
caused climate change.
While46 |east devel oping
countrieswithapopulation
of 1.1 billionemitonly four
percent, the devel oped
west, China, and Indiaemit
most of thepollutants. UN
climatesummit COP16held
in Caracas, 2006 after
nauseating negotiations
agreedthatdeveloped
countrieswillfinance 100
billiondollarsannually to
mitigate climate-caused
damages, and energy
trangitionstowardsnet zero.
Due to the melting of
Antarcticiceannually sea
level increasesby 0.9 meter,
causing thedisappearance
of several island countries
likeNavutaand Mauritius
including our coastalcities
Mumbai, Cochin, and
Visakhapatnam. Recentflash
floodsin Pakistan caused by
themelting of Himalayan
glaciersorseriousdroughtin
Africa aretestimony to
climatechange. Hence, the
developing Southisseeking
from major polluters, the
developedWest fivetrillion
dollars by 2030.
Despitemakingtall promises
thedevelopedworldfailed
towalk thetalk. Only 432
million dollarshavebeen
disbursedtothecalamity-

affectedcountries so far.
Routinely the developed
Westrenewsfund promises
butthey hardlymeettheirfund
promises or renewable
technology transfer for clean
energy transition. Many in
Africa are extractive
economies, where 30
percent of global mineral
reservesarelocated. USA
aloneimportsheavily from
Africa large volumes
ofmetalsandrareminerals
thusdestroyinglargetracks
ofnatural forestsandrivers
in Africa. Whilein the
absenceof promised funds
the poor farmersaffected
bydroughtsarefillingclimate
adaptation gaps in their
income, sometimesthis
lossruns up to 30 to 40
percent of their crop
incomes.

We have arrived at a
turning point in human
history. Scientistsfeel that
wehaveasmall window until
perhaps 2050 before the
multiple and massive
environmental problems
becomeirreversible. After
that, the planet will not
support theexisting global
capitalistcivilization. Letus
first start phasingout theuse
of fossil fuel shy 2035 and
replacethemwithrenewable
sources of energy.
Technology for transitionis
aready availablebutit should
not become a hostagefor
hugeprofitsof mgorwestern
MNCs. Thisis alogical
transmissiontoarriveat net
zero. Weshouldstrivetobe
confident to passonmother
nature safely to our
grandchildren.

“Removal of the para-
medical staff so suddenly
would cause problems of
serviceprovisiontothelPs
(Insured Persons),” the
AITUC general secretary
wrote in her letter.
“Moreover, we havebeen
insisting in the ESIC
meetings that the
paramedical staff should not
be engaged through
contractingcompanies, and
that weshould haveregular
para-medical staff. Inthe

Take to Street
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alternative, we have
repeatedly suggestedthatin
casetherecruitmentistaking
time, then the contract
shouldbedirectly withthe
ESIC or even if the
contractor changes, the
servicesof thecontractual
staff should continueunder
new contractor, whereby the
ESICwill benefitfromthe
experience gained by the
concerned para-medical
staff,” sheadded.

CTU-SKM Jointly Hold...

From Page 03

peopleand the country to the advantage of corporates
of Indianandforeignbrands. Thegovernment hasresorted
tovariousoppressivemeasuresby misusing government
institutionsand variouslawsto suppressthevoiceof any
oppositionby thegovernment policieshasbeenthehallmark
of thisrule. Theforcesof communal divideand hatred are
giventacit supportfromtherulingcirclesvitiatingthepeace
and harmony inthesociety. Thisruling regimedoesnot
honour theIndian Constitution. They do not deserveto
ruleacountry withdiversebeliefs, cultures, languages,
and social milieu.Theleaderssaidthat after areview of
Mahadharanaprogrammes, the next stage of agitations
would be planned by the CTUsand SKM independently
andincoordinationtothrow thisgovernment out of power.
They gavetheclarioncall tothepeopleof thegreat country
towork together to buildasystemonaCommonMinimum
Programmeof peopleasthealternativeinthecountry.

TheTradeUnionandfarmers leaderssaidthat theRSS-
BJP-led Uniongovernment hassold out I ndianresources
to corporatesand isattacking, and exploiting workers,
farmers, women, youth, students, Dalits, tribals, minorities
andintellectual severy day. NarendraM odi i sattempting
tothrow out thelndian Constitution and enforce Manu
Smruti. Thegovernment’severy stepisagainst theunity,
integrity, and sovereignty of India. For the precious
independence, lives and livelihood the RSS BJP-led
government hasto bedefeated. A government based on
certain Common Minimum People’sProgrammeisto be
framed by theworkers, farmersand massmovement.

AmongothersPrabinaDash,AlkaMishra, BrgjaBandhu
Pradhan, Bhramarabar Rout, Panchanan Mohakud,
Gitanjali Pradhan, Babaji Dhal, Itee M ansingh, Kamal
Sandha, Basanti Pradhan, Pankajini Swain, Soudamini Das,
LaxmipriyaDas, Arati Dasmohapatra, NarmadaNahak,
MalayaManjari Jena, SisiraMallick, Ranjan Mohapatra,
Israel Mali, Somanath Giri, Binod Kumar Behera, Surendra
Sharma, Madhavi Kulta, Santoshini Pattanaik wereal so
present at the M ahadharana.
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Ground OffensiveAcross Gaza L eaves
Civilianswith Few Placesto Seek Safety

Hamas militants

across Gaza after
expanding their ground
offensive to its second-
largest city, further shrinking
theareawherePal estinians
can seek safety and halting
thedistributionof vital aid
across most of the
territory. Theassault onthe
souththreatensfurther mass
displacement within the
besieged coastal enclave,
wheretheU.N. sayssome
1.87millionpeople—over
80per cent of thepopulation
— havealready fled their
homes.

Acrossthe GazaStrip,
amosttheentirepopulation
—1.9million people—have
beendisplaced. Nearly two
in three homes are now
damaged or destroyed.
Amidrelentlessair,landand
seaattacks, thousands of
families are forced to
relocatefrom oneperilous

I sraeli forcesattack

zone to another.The &

pulverising of Gazanow
ranks amongst the worst
assaults on any civilian
populationinour timeand
age. Eachday weseemore
dead children and new
depthsof sufferingfor the
innocent peopleenduring
thishell. Today, morethan
750,000 people are
crowded into just 133
shelters. Tensof thousands
liveonthestreetsof southern
Gaza, where, under
bombardment, they are
forcedtoimprovisebasic
sheltersfromwhatever they
canget hold of. Thewinter
rainshavearrived and so
haveinfectiousdiseases, just
as public health services
havebeenutterly paralysed.

Thekillingof thousands
of innocent children and
women, the siege on an
entirecivilian population,
and the trapping of
bombardedciviliansbehind
closed bordersin Gazaare
also crimes under
internationd law. Theremust
also beaccountability for
this, from political and
military leadersaswell as
thosewho provided arms
and support. Thismilitary

campaigncaninnoway be
described as* self-defense.

Much of the north,
includinglargepartsof Gaza
City, hasbeen completely
destroyed, and Palestinians
fear therest of Gazacould
sufferasimilarfateaslsragl
triesto dismantle Hamas,
whichhasdeeprootsinthe
territory ithasruledfor 16
years.BenjaminNetanyahu
hassaidlsrael will maintain
open-ended security control
over theterritory, something
opposed by the United
States and much of the
international community. The
Israeli military saidthat its

troopswere“intheheart”
of thesoutherncity of Khan
Younis after what it
described as “the most
intenseday” of fightingsince
the start of the ground
operationfiveweeksago,
with heavy battlesin the
northaswell.

For thepast threedays,
aiddistribution— mainly
just suppliesof flour and
water — hasbeen possible
only in and around the
border city of Rafah, at
Gaza's southern edge,
becauseof fightingandroad
closuresby |sradli forces, the
U.N.’s humanitarian aid
officesaid.Theaid group
DoctorsWithout Borders
sadfud andmedica supplies
havereached“critically low
levels” at the Al-Agsa
Martyrs Hospital in the
central town of Deir al-
Bdah, northof KhanYounis.
Upto200wounded people
havebeenbroughtinevery
day sinceDecember 1,when

aweeklongtruceexpired,
itsaid.

Without electricity,
ventilatorswould ceaseto
function, blood donations
would have to stop, the
sterilization of surgical
instruments would be
impossible, according to
reports. Thereportsalso
tellsthat thehospital isalso
running desperately low on
surgica suppliesandexternd
fixators to hold broken
bones together.Gaza has
been without electricity
since early October, and
Israel hasseverely limited
fuel imports, forcingsevera

hospitals to shut down
becausethey cannot operate
emergency generators.

Thewar haskilledmore
than 16,200 peoplein Gaza
— 70 per cent of them
womenand children—and
wounded morethan 42,000,
accordingtotheterritory’s
Health Ministry, which
released new figureslateon
December 5. Theministry
does not differentiate
between civilian and
combatant deaths, but its
overall tally trackswitha
figurerdeasedby thelsradli
military thisweek.

The ministry says
hundredsmorehavebeen
killed sincethe cease-fire
ended Friday, and many still
aretrappedunderrubble.The
military accusesHamasof
using civiliansas human
shieldswhenthemilitants
operateinresidential areas.
But Israel has not given
detailed accounts of
individual strikes, someof

which haveleveled entire
city blocks.

Morethan 100 hostages
werereleased during last
week’s cease-fire, along
with 240 Palestinians
imprisonedby |srael .Family
membersof hostagesheld
a tense meeting with
Netanyahu and the war
cabinet inwhich some of
them shouted at cabinet
members, accusingthemof
havingnoplantobringback
therest.

War noendinsight
Hamas continuingability
tofightinthenorth, where

Israel entered with
overwhelmingforceweeks
ago, signalsthat eradicating
thegroup without causing
further masscasualtiesand
displacement—aslsradl’s
top ally, the U.S., has
requested — could prove
elusve.

Themilitary says88of its
soldiershavebeenkilledin
theGazaoffensve Amilitary
official saidthisweek that
atleast 15,000 Pal estinians
havebeenkilled, including
5,000 militants, but did not
explanhowthearmy arrived
at thosefigures.Evenafter
weeks of bombardment,
Hamas' topleaderinGaza,
YehyaSinwar — whose
locationisunknown—was
able to conduct complex
cease-firenegotiationsand
orchestratetherel ease of
scores of hostages last
week. Palestinianmilitants
have also kept up their
rocketfireintolsrael.

The war has been an
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unprecedented catastrophe
for Palestinianscivilians,
eclipsingall four previous
wars between |Israel and
Hamas, andtheir suffering
is set to worsen as the
offensvegrindson.Afterthe
full-scale evacuation of
northern Gazaordered by
|srael early inthewar, most
of Gaza’ spopulationwas
squeezed into 230 square
kilometres(90squaremiles)
of central and southern
Gaza.

Sincemovingintothe
south, thelsradli military has
ordered peopleout of nearly
two dozen neighbourhoods
inandaround KhanYounis,
further reducingthearea
where civilians can seek
refuge by more than a
quarter.ltwasnot clear how
many people heeded the
evacuationorders, asmany
Palestinianssay they don’t
feel safeanywherein Gaza
andfear thatif they leave
their homesthey will not be
allowedtoreturn.

ThePalestinian people
makeup oneof thelargest
refugeegroupsintheworld,
oftenforcedoff theirland or
pushedtofleeamidongoing
conflict in the region,
according to the United
Nations.

They arestatel ess, their
identity not defined by
specificborders, but rather
tiedtogether by acollective
longing for aplaceto call
home. Their existence has
long been traded and
transferred by different
ruling powersthroughout
their history, leavingtheir
fate hanginginthebalance.

Palestinians are a
diverse, multi-religiousand
multicultura groupof roughly
14  million people
internationally whotrace
their rootsback towhatis
now known asthelsraeli-
Pal estinian region of the
MiddleEast.

Pal estinianshavebeen
described as a “young
society,” with people
between15and29yearsold
comprising 30% of the
population, according to
the United Nations
Population Fund.

New Age Weekly
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Govt Bent RulestoAllow...

From Page 04

cent remain vacant. On the other hand, on 2,169 seats
sanctionedfor MBBS, 9,941, or nearly fivetimesmore
student arepursuingMBBSInAIIMS. Fund utilisation
for AlIMSalsofallsshort showing the ministry’slack of
concerninmakingtheseinstitutesfunctional toservethe
people. Also, six out of 15A11M Ssanctioned under M odi
saw no | PD patientsandfive of them saw no OPD patients,
accordingtothedatagiveninParliament. ThePM’sclaim
onAllIMSDarbhangaisdebunked again asout of theRs
1,264 croresanctioned for theproject, not asinglerupee
isspentasyet. AlIMSMadurai, sanctionedin 2018, saw
theexpenditure of merely Rs18.37 croresandAIIMS
Manheti only Rs11.03 sinceitssanctionin 2019.

Binoy Viswamsaid: “It’shightimethat theprimeminister
convert histall claimsintorealities. India sexpenditure
on public healthremainsonly 2.1 per cent of the GDP.
Evenafter thedisastrousand unprecedented crisisof Covid,
thegovernment hasbeen compl acent anditsapathy towards
thehealthinfrastructureof thecountry isappalling. Medical
institutionslikeAlIMSarekeysto provideaffordable
speciality treatment but thegovernmentisnot seriouson
developing quality publichealthinfrastructure.

From Page 08

Bhagal pur, and Banka. The
gatheringsfromthepublic
meetingswerehugeinthese
districts. Thethirdrally lead
by former ML C UshaSahni
and LalitaKumari covered
Patna, Saran, Siwan,
Gopalganj, Lakhisarai,
Madhepura, Saharsa,
Poornia,Arariaand K atihar.

Theconcluding session
was held at
ShaheedJayaprakashBhavan
inSaharsa. Theleadersin
their addressesreiteratedthe
aims of the slogan and its
relevanceinsociety. Even
today women are
discriminated against and
subjected to various
exploitations. M odi
remained silent when the
womenwrestler protested
aganstthesexua harassment
by an M Pwho belongsBJP.
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NFIW Holds Rallies...

Theanti-women essenceof
NarendraM odi wasagain
revealed through hislong
silenceandinactioninthe
Manipur violenceinwhich
women were brutally
attacked and sexually
harassed. The culprits of
BilkisBanu casereceived
warmreceptionfromBJP.

Women should organize
against theanti-womenBJP
government who provide
resorts to rapists and
assaulters to save the
country andwomen. BJPhas
economically, socially, and
politically sidelinedwomen
inthiscountry.

It wasdecided that Jan
Jagaranyatraswouldbeheld
to remove the BJP from
power intheforthcoming
electionandto counter the
political vendettaof theBJP

using the women’s
reservation. Inher address,
RajsreeKiransaid BJPwho
disrespectwomenshouldbe
taught alesson. Thevery
ideological basisof BJPis
suppressing and silencing
women. RSS the mother
organizationof BJPdoesn't
regard women as human
beings. Similar attitudeis
also exhibited towards
Dadlits, tribals, andminorities
by the Sangh. BJP |eaders
will be on the streets to
protect women assaulters
and rapists. We have
witnessed thisin Kathua
case, Unnao rape case,
Chinmayanand, Ramrahim
and BrijBhushan cases.
Women shouldbegivendue
respect andequality. Forthis
weneed to strengthenthe
movement and NFIW.
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Conquer the Destiny...
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Hathras incident, sexual
abuseof wrestlers, andin
various other cases of
women abuseindifferent
partsof thecountry. Ajoint
struggle of protest and
resistance has also been
conducted againstit.

Inabad attempt to cover
upthestruggleof thepeople,
thenew parliament building
was built without paying
attentiontothefinancid crisis
and unempl oyment during
thecoronaviruspandemic,
in the desire to establish
Modiji’s*“merit”? By not
inviting the constitutional
head of thestate, President
DraupadiMurmu, the
government has shown
disdain and humiliation
towards women and the
nation. Intheinauguration
of that building, have the
Hindureligiousactivities
beenabletokeepthesecular
character of the country
intact?By notinviting the
constitutional head of the
state, President
DraupadiMurmu, the
government has shown
disdain and humiliation
towardswomenandthetribal
peopleof our country.

Added to this
isNarendraModi’s self-
proclaimed* angel of God”
by suddenly passingthe33%
women’sseat reservation
bill without any discussion.
However,the question
regarding atimeframefor
implementation of thislaw
hasbeen consciously kept
under the deep mud water.
We have gone through so
many negativeeventsand
positiveproteststill 2020-
2023. As aresult, just as
NFIW was formed for a
strong commitment to
women'sstruggleonnational
andinternational issues, to
preparefor thestrugglein
awider circle, through a
liberal openenvironment, to
walk firmly basedongreater
unity, thisorganization has
now to take proper roll to
strengthen and consolidate
thegoal sof itsfoundation.

The ultimate defeat of
women, intheassessment of
FriedrichEngelswas—the
abolition of maternal rights
isaworld-historical defeat
of womanhood. Men
usurpedtheauthority of the
household; women were
subordinated, chained,
slavesto men’slusts, mere
instrumentsof procreation.
Engels did not stop at
mentioning the defeat of
women. Healsoidentified
the path of transitionfrom
this situation —Women’s
emancipation and equal
rights with men are
impossibleandwill remain
impossi bleaslongaswomen
areisolated fromthework
of social production and
confinedtotheprivatework
of thehousehold. Women's
emancipation is only
possible when they can
participateinproductionon
alarge-scale, social scale
and when the need for
domesticwork issecondary.
With that aim, NFIW is
determinedtoinspirewomen
to prepare for a united
struggleagainst patriarchal -
authoritarian-narrow
ideologies.

This conference is an
august meeting place for
womeninspired by theaim
of humanwelfare. Spirited
womenof variousviewsand
pathshavecometogether to
identify and adopt programs
to include women of all
classeswith determination
for an uncompromising
strugglefor aliberal open
environment. Inthewords
of famouscommunistthinker
and one of the greatest
parliamentarians, Hiren
Mukherjee, wemust strike
="Unfortunatecountry like
oursisagaininsuchaplight
thattoday weareall worried
about theway and how the
rescuewill bedone. Butthe
ultimate test of the
revolutionary movementis
in times of crisis. It goes
without saying that in a
country like ours, the
struggle to wake up after
many yearsof deprivationis
difficult. Thisiswhy wemust

not giveup onanything. We
must take our movement to
thepathof success. Therole
of womenisthereforevery
important today. How long-
ago Bengali poet wrote*“ If
thewomen of Indiado not
awake” thecountry will not
stand up. Especially today
womenmust bethepioneers.
Do not forget Bankim
Chandra’s unforgettable
guote“If thereare’ people’
amongBengalis, they areour
women.”

Vidyasagar wept to see
theplight of thegirlsandin
great sadness, hesaid that
“thedamn thick skins” of
Bengali should beremoved
and rebuilt and that girls
should not beborninthis
country! Thetruthhiddenin
thesewordsisgetting clear
day by day - the
demonizationof humanityis
takingplace. Theincidentin
Gujarat is proof of that.
Women should come
forwardto save humanity.
Theskin of themen of this
country iscomparabletothat
of arhinoceros, it will not
changeeasily.”

The responsibility
imposed onthewomen by
Hiren Mukherjeewill one
day be fulfilled by the
awakened women, full of
self-power. Inevery aspect
of life, against inequality,
injustice, and human
welfare, hemust takeplace
through protest resistance
and movement. For women
toconquer their destiny, to
makethisworldhabitablefor
theweak and children, have
to say inthe words of the
great poet Rabindranath
Tagore—"“don’t leave me
speechless, War trumpets
soundsinmy blood, After
thebestmoment of life, May
thebest wordsof lifeflow
tobethevoice Inthepure
stream.

Tobringthemasstidein
thisprotest movement, we
must look for comrades of
differentlevels, classes, and
ages. Oneshould develop
herself as a worker and
leader with a mentality

15

statement:

andfighttogether.

accommaodation.

to see.

peopleof Telangana.

CPI on Election Results

of Five States

TheNational Secretariat of the Communist Party
of Indiaissued on December 4, 2023 the following

The National Secretariat of the Party met on
December 4, 2023 to discusstheresultsof five state
assembly el ections. Themeeting of National Executive
which hasbeen scheduled to be held at Bhubaneswar
onDecember 16, 17, 2023 will havedetailed discussion.
However, thesecretariat isof theview that theresultis
alessontoall secular and democratic partiesto unite

Only throughunity andalternativevisioncantheRSS-
BJP be defeated and our Republic saved. All
secular-democratic parties, including Indian National
Congress, must engageinintrospectionto have mutual

Thefascist and anti-peopleruleof Modi led BJP
governmentischallenging theideaof | ndiaestablished
by theConstitutionof Indiaandinadditionisaggravating
theproblemsand difficultiesof peoplebecauseof rising
unemployment andpricerise.

Theexpectationscreated by theformationof INDIA
alliancecould not bemetinthestateelectionsandthis
disappointed thepeopleandtheresultisfor everyone

Theparty welcomedthevictory of thestatesecretary
of Telanganafrom K othagudem and congratul ated the

worthy of leading a
movementwithlike-minded
and goal mates. Thisshould
be the main aim and
objective of the 22
Congressof NFIW.Woman
ishalf thesky - womanand
mantogether arecompl ete.
All over theworld, people
arefightingevery momentin
variouswaysto protect and
securetheir livelihood, food,
clothing, work, shelter,and
above all, to expand the
democratic sphere.

Women'sliberationisan
integral part of thisstruggle.
That fight parallel sthefight
toendtheexploitationof the
entirehumanrace.Whenthe
planof unbridledexploitation
is hatched in the socio-
economic-political system,
thedemocratic, mora values,
andrangeof freespiritare
thefirsttosuffer. That decay
sometimeseventouchesthe
so-called progressive
sphere. Inthisdecadence,
the woman who has been
‘defeated’ by thecycle of
power for centuriesisthe
most degraded-afflicted. If
welook around our country
today, we will see those

signs. That iswhy women’s
liberationisnotawoman’s
fight alone. The overall
progressof society meansthe
progressof all irrespective
of menandwomen.All levels
of women and men should
join in the struggle that
womenarefightingfor their
ownand society’ sprogress.

Thelarger democratic-
progressive environment
needsto bere-established
asabedrock of thestruggling
unity of menandwomenwith
themainaimof preventingthe
planof unbridledexploitation
in the socio-economic-
political system. But
reinstalling alonewill not
solveall the problems. For
that reason, thedrivingforce
of restoration must be kept
inthehandsof strugglingmen
and women of theworking
classand peasantry. Tothat
end, wemust connect with
every struggling, working,
progressivewomaninthe
villages and cities - their
strugglefor survival for the
goal of a gender-equal,
democratic, progressive,
free-spiritedenvironmentis
our futurestruggle.
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For Dalit Rights, For Agri WorkersLand Rights

housands of
peoplestageda
protest Marchin

Delhi from all over the
country for Dalit Rightsand
social justice. Dalits
andagyicultural workerswho
had joi ned handsunder one
banner demanded strict
implementation of thePoA
(Preventionof Atrocities) on
SC, ST and abolition of
bonded labour, for
protectionof theirlivelihood
asdistribution of land for
landless, and to stop the
privatizationof publicsector,
for propereducation and
health, for increaseinthe
budget of MGNREGA.
They also demanded the
daily wagesof Rs600 per
day and 200days of work
inayear with alternative
work for rural unemployed
andstringent punishmentfor
thoseguilty of assaultingDdlit
womenandgirls, etc.
With posters, flagsand
signaturesinsupport of their
charter of demandsinhands,

theyweremarchingtowards M ps, and ManojJha, attacksonDalits,they said

Parliament but were

Massive Protest Rally in Delhi

stopped by theauthorities.

As they gathered
together to initiate the
protest meeting, among
those who joined the
presidium were N
Periyasamy, A Vijay
Raghavan,Subhashini Ali,A
Ramamurthy, M Luxmaiya
and Shri Ram Chaudhary.

Amongthoseaddressing
themeetingwereleadersand
activistsof Dalit Rightsas
BinoyViswam and M
Selvaraj, CPI MPs, John
Brittas,Sivadasan, CPI (M)

spokesperson of RJID.

—

R g
Coming down heavily

againsttheBJP' sManuvadi
policiesanditscontinuing

itispainful toobservethat

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the gathering at Party Hq after
garlanding the portrait of Dr BR Ambedkar on his death anniversary. Also
seen are national council secretaries B K Kango and Rama Krushna Panda

alongwith national council members and comrades workingin CPI
headquarters

B U "géneral secretary Gulzar Singh Goria addressing the protesters

evenafter seventy six years
of independence, theDalits
along with Adivasis

andothershavebeenfacing
the same discrimination.
Despitethefact that some
progressisthere, thereisstill
landlessness and poverty
along with prejudice and
castediscrimination. Inlast
nineyears, thesituationhas
worsened.

Gulzar Singh
Goria,general secretary of
BKMU, said that
MGNREGA hasactedlike
alifelineformany landless
workers but the cut inits
budget hasbadly affected
them.MGNREGA isunder
constant attack from the
government. Not only that
they have reduced the
number of work days but
alsoleft unpaidfor months
alargenumber of thosewho

have worked under
MGNREGA. Thereisalso
felt a sense of inhibition
against Dalitsasthey arenot
given work, their social
Security pension never goes
uptofivethousand each.

VSNirmal, general
secretary, AIRDM, saidthat
in coming days these
organizations would
submittheir demand charter
tothePresident of Indiawith
onecroresignaturesandal so
to the various opposition
political parties with a
request that they should
includeDalits Rights
demandsintheir respective
election manifesto in the
comingParliamentelections.
It would help the issue of
marginalized section of the
society to come up to the
national forefront. Millions
ofagricultural workersand
dalitswouldbemobilizedfor
thisjust cause.

Among others who
addressed thesessionwere
Ram Chander Dome, B
Venkat, Shri Ram
Chaudhary, PalDiwalkar,
Devi Kumari, Hannan
Mullah from SKM and
SukumarDamlefrom Joint
platform of Central Trade
Unions, alongwithVikram,
Dariyao Singh Kashyap.
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