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May Day crowd hails peoples’ victories

anadian, Chilean and Portuguese workers’ spokesper-
sons were cheered by a crowd of more than 400 at the

most spirited Toronto May Day meeting in recent years,
held May 1 at the Casa Loma Hall.

Before a banner reading, “Unite, defend jobs and trade
union rights — International solidarity for peace and social
progress,” chairperson Jack Kirkby, president of Local 1967
United Auto Workers, got the meeting off to a cheering, ap-
plauding start with a reference to Vietnam.

Key speakers were Evelyn Armstrong, National Repre-
sentative of the United Electrical Workers; Thomas Ferreira,
president of the Portuguese Democratic Association; Oswaldo
Cortex, Central Union of Workers of Chile (CUT); and Harvey
Murphy, veteran Canadian labour leader.

Reject NORAD

The meeting passed a resolution demanding “that the Cana-
dian government refuse to renew the NORAD agreement with
the United States,” and it called upon “all trade unionists, dem-
ocratic and peace organizations to demand the immediate ter-
mination of NORAD, and Canada’s withdrawal from NATO,
in which the United States is the dominant power.”

Stressing International Women’s Year — proclaimed by the
United Nations for equality, development and peace — Evelyn
Armstrong said, “the specific struggles of women workers are
not isolated from the struggles of the working class,” but rein-
force demands for “abolition of all forms of exploitation and
discrimination.”

She charged that “one of the most effective methods” used
by the bosses to keep workers divided “is utilizing the tradi-
tional inferior position” assigned to women in capitalist soci-
ety.

Crisis of system

Bringing to the meeting the greetings of the Communist
Party of Canada, Bruce Magnuson noted the historic defeat of
US imperialism in Vietnam and the bearing it has on the strug-
gle for peace everywhere in the world.

But he warned that “there are plenty of places around the
world that could yet be turned into Vietnams.” The situation re-
quired redoubled efforts to make political détente irreversible
and to achieve military détente and universal disarmament, he
said.

Laying the blame for the economic crisis clearly on the
doorstep of the system of monopoly capitalism, Magnuson
called for a roll-back of prices and profits, and for national-
ization of Canada’s natural resources, energy, transportation,
communication, banks and national credit; for solidarity with
the forces of peace, democracy and socialism; and for an an-
ti-monopoly alliance of the Canadian people that will open the
door to a socialist Canada. ®

GREETINGS AND

SOLIDARITY ON MAY DAY

FROM THE VICTORIA
LABOUR COUNCIL

A DAY OF UNITY FOR ALL WORKERS

CHILEAN CANADIAN FOUNDATION
OF EDMONTON SALVADOR ALLENDE

Mark May Day by building a united post-
election struggle for peace and prosperity!

ay Day greetings to all those fighting for
Mpeace, progress and socialism around the

world and here at home in Canada. We
have a world to win! And an increasingly short time
to do it as militarism and war take precedence glob-
ally and environmental crises expand and deepen.

In Canada our new Parliament has shifted even
further to the right, dominated by Liberals and To-
ries who see their main job internationally to in-
crease military spending on NATO, NORAD, on
militarization of the Arctic, on fighter jets and war-
ships, and to “create jobs” by expanding military
production here at home.

This will increase carbon emissions, which the
Liberals and Tories hope Canadians will ignore,
and will only address high unemployment among
youth if sending them off to war is viewed as “em-
ployment” (though jobs at vets’ hospitals will cer-
tainly expand.)

The new Parliament is also planning to fast-
track new pipelines for the oil companies, which
will be a huge cost for taxpayers through subsidies
to the energy monopolies. The biggest cost will be
to the environment, and to the increased devasta-
tion to communities in Canada — and abroad — that
expanding climate change will bring.

The new Parliament’s war agenda doesn’t stop
there, however. The costs of this escalating and in-
flated militarism will be enormous, and they’ll be
loaded onto the shoulders of the working class and
working people in Canada, through cuts to wages
and incomes, benefits, pensions, and privatization
of universal social programs like Medicare, educa-
tion and childcare, and public services like Canada
Post which is being privatized now.

This is the time for workers to demand that
the labour movement unite and fight to block
this agenda and to protect the vital gains
like Medicare, El, pensions and so much more
that militant labour struggles fought for and
won over the last eight decades.

Trump’s tariffs have already led to a severe re-
cession in auto and steel cities like Windsor and
Sault Ste. Marie where autoworkers and steelwork-
ers have already seen mass layoffs affecting whole
cities. And this is just the beginning, as workers in
Alliston, Oshawa, St. Catharine’s Hamilton and
elsewhere can attest. And that’s just Ontario. What
about the losses still to come in BC, Quebec, the
Atlantic and the prairies, and the North where the
rare minerals are, that Trump wants?

Further, the pre-existing problems of high pric-
es of food, fuel and housing; high interest rates;
privatized and under-funded services and social
programs; under-funded cities; and high unemploy-
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1 salidarity, work to end the US
blockade & let Cuba live!

May Day Greetings
from Socialist Goods!

Here Go provide you with socialist

ment and falling wages and living standards are
still with us. This is about massive and unrestrained
profiteering, which the new Parliament — like the
previous one — supports whole-heartedly. That’s
capitalism. And Trump and the US government are
a reflection of where capitalism globally is headed
if it’s not stopped by the working class and its allies
— while there’s still time — in the period ahead.

These are all issues that the Communist Party
was talking about in the April 28 election, advocat-
ing policies to address them and to radically change
course from “austerity and war” to “prosperity and
peace.” It was a message and a set of policies that a
lot of voters were interested in and supported.

Unity can win!

But it’s not the agenda that the new Parliament
is going to deliver. To the contrary, workers are
going to have to fight harder than ever to hold on
to what they have, and to stop the drive to war on
workers and on the world that the new Parliament
intends to deliver.

This is the time for workers to demand solidar-
ity and unity with workers around the world that
are fighting the same exploitative corporations, the
same threats and attacks from US imperialism and
its allies, including the Canadian government. It’s
time to demand Canada speak up against Israeli
genocide in Gaza and to demand recognition of a
Palestinian state, to demand an end to the genocide
in Sudan, and an end to the blockade of Cuba, for
a start.

This is the time for workers to demand that
the labour movement unite and fight to block this
agenda and to protect the vital gains like Medicare,
EI, pensions and so much more that militant labour
struggles led by class struggle union leaders and
members fought for and won over the last eight
decades.

This must address the continuing exclusion of
Unifor from the CLC. This is the time for unity, and
a united struggle across the country and the whole
labour movement. It’s also the time for labour and
the democratic organizations and movements to
come together, and to fight together, for the public
services and social programs, for peace and dis-
armament, and for labour and democratic rights
which are all under attack today.

As in the past, it’s militant leadership and mili-
tant struggle by labour, hand in hand with the dem-
ocratic and people’s movements, that can stop the
corporations and their governments in Ottawa and
across Canada from carrying through the vicious
corporate agenda that about to be loosed on work-
ers and their families across the country. ®

Communist Party of Canada

Join the Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association Toronto

htep:/ fwww.canadacubafriendshiptoronto.ca/

swag-hooks, posters, Gotes and more.
Find us on instagram @socialist_goods

www.instagram.com/sacialist_goods




B0 years after reunification,
Uietnam still stands as proof
imperialism can be defeated

AMIAD HOROWITZ

n May 1962, US Secretary of Defense
IRobert McNamara visited the Republic

of Vietnam for the first time. After just
48 hours on the ground, he made a now-in-
famous declaration: “Every quantitative
measurement... shows that we are winning
the war.”

At the time, such a statement echoed
the prevailing hubris within the US mil-
itary and political elite, who viewed the
war in Vietnam as a mere obstacle, a brief
conflict to suppress the communist “dom-
ino-affect” and protect US geopolitical in-
terests in Southeast Asia.

Thirteen years later, almost to the day,
on April 30, 1975, those assumptions were
shattered. Tanks of the National Liberation
Front (often labeled the “Viet Cong” in
Western media) crashed through the gates
of the Presidential Palace in Saigon. The
US-backed regime crumbled, and with it,
the myth of American invincibility.

At the war’s onset, few doubted that
the United States, the richest, most heavily
armed nation in the world, would prevail.
With its vast arsenal, cutting-edge technol-
ogy and support from allies like Australia,
South Korea, New Zealand, Thailand and
the Philippines, US military dominance
seemed undefeatable. In contrast, the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and its
southern allies in the National Liberation
Front were written off as mere “farmers,”
outgunned and under-resourced.

However, this analysis ignored the fact
that the Vietnamese people were fighting
not for domination, but for liberation. Un-
der the leadership of Ho Chi Minh and the
Communist Party of Vietnam, they sought
national reunification, independence, and
an end to foreign occupation. Their strug-
gle was rooted in decades of anti-colonial
resistance, against the French colonialists,
the Japanese fascists and now the US im-
perialists.

While generals in Washington pored
over statistics and body counts, Ho Chi
Minh remained resolute in the face of
overwhelming odds. In a 1966 appeal, he
declared, “Our cause is just, our people
are united from North to South; we have
a tradition of undaunted struggle and the
great sympathy and support of the fraternal
socialist countries and progressive people
all over the world. We shall win!”

This was not empty rhetoric. It was a
reflection of the Vietnamese revolutionary
spirit and the confidence that no empire
could defeat the strength of the Vietnamese
people fighting for their country.

The US military, with all its technolo-
gy, found itself mired in a war it did not
understand and could not control. US
bombs flattened villages and cities, chem-
ical weapons like Agent Orange scarred
the land and its people for generations, and
yet, the Vietnamese resistance endured.
Each military setback for the US was not
just a tactical loss, but a political one, erod-
ing support at home and delegitimizing the
war internationally.

Indeed, the American public’s stance
shifted dramatically. Initially swept up in
Cold War fears of communism, many citi-
zens soon saw the war for what it was — an
imperialist venture serving the interests of
US capital, not democracy. Millions across
the United States joined the anti-war
movement, including veterans, students
and millions of working-class people. The
credibility of US political leadership erod-
ed, and the country’s divisions deepened.

Globally, the Vietnamese victory re-
verberated like a shockwave. In the Glob-
al South, people living under colonial or
neocolonial domination saw Vietnam as a
symbol of what was possible. From the oc-
cupied territories of Palestine to the town-
ships of apartheid South Africa, from the
jungles of Nicaragua to the highlands of
Bolivia, revolutionaries drew inspiration
from the Vietnamese people’s triumph.
Vietnam proved that empire could be de-
feated.

Even within the corridors of power in
Washington, the consequences were pro-
found. The so-called “Vietnam Syndrome”
set in, a term used by politicians and pun-
dits to describe the US government’s new-
found hesitation to deploy military force
abroad. While short-lived, this period of
caution reflected a temporary rupture in
American imperial confidence.

The US military, with all its
technology, found itself mired in
a war it did not understand and
could not control. Each military
sethack for the US was not just a
tactical loss, but a political one,

Now, in 2025, Vietnam prepares to
mark the 50th anniversary of that historic
victory. In Ho Chi Minh City — former-
ly Saigon — the site of the final defeat of
US-backed South Vietnamese forces, the
largest military parade in the nation’s his-
tory was set to unfold at the end of April.
Guests from across the world, including
long-time allies like China, Laos and Cam-
bodia, as well as former adversaries like
the United States, will gather to commem-
orate the victory.

But this is not just a celebration of the
past. For many Vietnamese, especially
younger generations, it is a reminder of
the country’s hard-won independence, the
price of peace, and the enduring legacy of
anti-imperialist struggle. It is also a time
to reflect on how far the nation has come
— from the rubble of war to a reunified
country charting its path forward towards
socialism.

Fifty years later, the victory of April
30, 1975, continues to resonate, not just in
Vietnam, but around the world. It remains
a profound lesson in the limits of empire
and the power of people determined to be
free. W
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In faceuf British court cisiun. guuernments in
Canada need to be pressed to protect trans rights

DAVE MCKEE

he struggle for trans rights — and for
T gender equality overall — was dealt a

new setback on April 16, after Brit-
ain’s Supreme Court ruled that trans women
are not considered to be women under equal-
ity laws.

It’s a ruling that will quickly have impli-
cations in Canada, where right-wing forces
including Pierre Poilievre’s Conservative
Party are using reactionary versions of wom-
en’s rights as a weapon against trans people
and 2S/LGBTIQ+ people in general.

The British court’s 88-page decision af-
firms that trans people are protected against
discrimination and harassment, but then
states that “provisions relating to single-sex
services can only be interpreted by reference
to biological sex.” This means that trans
women may be legally denied access to ser-
vices such as advocacy, crisis intervention
and shelter to women experiencing domestic
violence.

The decision deals specifically with in-
terpretations of British legislation, and will
no doubt be the substance of many appeals,
pushbacks and counter-legislation. But it
seems like the kind of “separate but equal”
argument which has been invoked in other
times and places to maintain and systematize
inequality, division and oppression, often
with violent and even deadly outcomes.

While trans rights may not be a headline
issue during the current federal election in
Canada — the Conservatives likely prefer
to let it sit idle, given the backlash they are
already getting over their association with
Donald Trump-style far-right policies — this
is no time let the issue coast. In fact, this is
precisely the time to press parties to commit
their support for gender equality including
trans rights.

After all, conservative parties across

Canada have driven a spate of anti-trans big-
otry over the past two years, ranging from
laws requiring schools to “out” trans or
non-binary students to parents, to declaring
that there are only two genders, to adopting
policies which severely limit gender-affirm-
ing care for young people and create “wom-
en-only” spaces that refuse access to trans
and gender-diverse people.

Trans rights connected to women’s
equality

This anti-trans wave is happening at the
same time as concerted attacks, by those
same parties, on women’s equality in general
— and that speaks volumes.

Those attacks include wage freezes and
restraint throughout the broader public sec-
tor, which disproportionately affects wom-
en who comprise a majority of workers in
those jobs. Consider the fact that Ontario’s
Bill 124, which limited wage and benefit in-
creases in the broader public sector to one
percent, forcibly reduced the incomes of so
many women that the overall gender pay gap
actually increased.

They also include efforts to limit child-
care and even actively undermine the federal
government’s $10-a-day plan, with con-
servative provincial governments delaying
negotiating deals with Ottawa and insisting
on heavy involvement of for-profit childcare
operators.

Conservative parties and movements are
undermining women’s hard-earned abortion
rights. Sometimes this is through direct an-
ti-choice campaigning, but it’s more often
through a combination of funding cuts to
hospitals providing abortions, rejection of
safe access zones around clinics, or legis-
lation to “protect the right to abortion” but
which opens the door for anti-choice forces

m  TRANS AND GENDER EQUALITY, PG 10

Gommunist Party condemns rising reactionary
attack on rights of trans people

The Central Executive Committee of
the Communist Party of Canada has
expressed deep dismay at the recent
attempts in a number of countries, and with-
in Canada as well, to deprive trans and gen-
der-diverse people of their right to legal and
political equality and protections.

The latest example is the April 16 ruling
by the UK Supreme Court that only so-called
"biological" but not trans women meet the
legal definition of a woman. While this is
presented by some as just a narrow ruling to
"clarify" matters, the ruling is the latest and
most significant in a wider trend to impose
reactionary social policies.

The trajectory of this trend is clear; as
Donald Trump stated just a few days earlier,
his administration's aim is to eliminate equal-
ity rights for all sections of the 2SLGBTQ+
population in the United States, a strategy
which would effectively create second-class
status for millions of people. This outlook is
promoted by far-right, homophobic, trans-
phobic and misogynist forces in Canada as
well.

These direct attacks on the recognition
of trans rights as human rights form the
tip of the spear in a concerted, determined
hate campaign to whip up hostility against
2SLGBTQ+ people, with the goal of divid-

. SUPPORT Your
SISERS

-NOT JuST YR

CISTERS

ing working people against our real enemies
— the capitalist class and corporate-backed
right-wing political movements.

The ideology behind this campaign is
utterly false, since there is no scientific ba-
sis for the false "binary" view that humanity
is composed of two genders visible at birth,
nor for the absurd claim that trans people
and the 2SLGBTQ+ community in general
are somehow "stealing" the rights of others.

Our Party's position upholds the tradition-
al maxim of the working-class movement —
an injury to one is an injury to all. Depriving
one group of their social and political rights
inevitably undermines the ability to unite in

m  CALL FOR UNITY, PG 10
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EDITORIAL

PARLIAMENT SINGS SAME TIRED TUNE WHEN IT
COMES TO “SEGURITY™

With the federal election behind us, we have to be very clear
about something — the new Parliament looks a lot like the old one,
with an abundance of pro-corporate voices and a thirst for more
military spending.

In fact, with respect to the latter, the new Parliament has shifted
even further to the right and is now dominated by Liberals and Con-
servatives who see their main global task to be increasing military
spending to astronomical levels. Tens of billions more for NATO
and NORAD, for militarizing the Arctic, for fighter jets and war-
ships.

But there is only one country which has ever invaded Canada
and there is only one country that is threatening it now — the United
States. Sure, we’ve been fed years of bogeyman stories about how
we’re threatened by Russia, China or Iran. But none of them has
ever said a word of threat or taken any action which could be per-
ceived as a threat — including interfering in our elections — while the
US has done so openly and proudly.

To Canada’s shame, we have been a willing ally in many US
interventions, attacks and invasions of other countries — when we
should have been a voice for peace and disarmament.

The only logical response to the threats from the US is for Can-
ada to get out of NATO and NORAD. Why would anyone be in
a military alliance with a country threatening to invade it? As for
military defences — if the US really wanted to attack, we are unable
to defend ourselves because it would have the advantage in every
area.

So, faced with this fact and the reality that no one else has any
intention of invading, let's begin to rid ourselves of the overly pric-
ey, financially destructive and essentially useless military expendi-
tures like new planes and warships.

Both Mark Carney and Pierre Pollievre have promised to build
a military base in the north, supposedly to defend the Arctic. The
residents of the northern parts of Canada need many things but a
military base is not one of them. They need healthcare, housing, so-
cial services, educational facilities and teachers, and infrastructure.

And just to be clear, what you spend on military you aren't
spending on those other options. Arguments that a military base
will create jobs are true, but they fail to mention that those other
forms of spending create more jobs. According to Researchgate,
$1 billion spent on the military creates 11,600 jobs whereas that
same $1 billion spent on clean energy creates 17,100 jobs. Spent
on healthcare, it creates 19,600 jobs and spent on education, 29,100
jobs.

So, if we really want to help the north, a military base is the last
thing the government should consider. Those other services are not
only a better job creator, but they also actually produce something
that the residents can use. This cannot be said for a military base.

It's time to reject our reliance on military solutions. Canada will
be strong, not because of its military but because its people feel that
it is a country which is worth our support. That means a country of
greater economic equality, not less; of more social services, not pri-
vate ones; a country with a record of supporting workplace justice,
environmental justice, climate justice; a country with more social
equality, not less.

And it must be said, on all of these issues, the US is not a model
we should attempt to emulate — it is a country which has placed the
private economic interests of its elites over the social needs of every
other person in the country.

The election is over, but the struggle for peace and prosperity
continues.
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Ontario teachers call on
pension plan to divest from
Israeli war crimes

We are a group of Ontario
Teachers Pension Plan (OTPP)
beneficiaries deeply disturbed that
our pensions are being invested in
weapons manufacturers who direct-
ly contribute to and profit from Isra-
el’s attacks on Palestinians in Gaza.

Israeli attacks have killed or
wounded more than 100 thousand
Palestinians. And, of those killed,
the majority are women and chil-
dren.

The most respected human right
organizations in the world — in-
cluding the UN, Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights Watch, and
B’Tselem — have documented mul-
tiple war crimes committed by the
Israeli Military which is being pro-
vided weaponry and components
by the following OTPP invested
companies: Honeywell, Leidos,
Booz Allen Hamilton and Safran.

As Ontario teachers we have
spent much of our lives committed
to the express duty mandated by the
Teachers Profession Act to “pro-
mote respect for human rights” and
to “critically examine the issue of
the impact of militarism and war on
children” (OTF Bylaws).

These OTPP investments are
directly complicit in the killing of
over 16,000 children in Gaza, leav-
ing thousands more with life alter-
ing physical and mental injuries, so
it is very much our duty — and that
of every OTF affiliate leader — to
demand the plan divest from these
companies immediately.

As of today, both the Ontario
Secondary Schools Teachers Fed-
eration (OSSTF) as well as the
Elementary Teachers Federation
of Ontario (ETFO), representing
over 140,000 Ontario teachers have
written to the Pension Plan Presi-
dent, Jo Taylor, demanding he stop

investing in weapons of war in our
name.

Taylor has ignored those collec-
tive demands saying that weapons
war play an “essential role” that
“delivers returns” to plan members.

We say not in our name. We say:
Divest from war. Divest from war
crimes." M

worldbeyondwar.org/otpp

Chinese Ganadian group
calls out Carney for smear

Dear Mr. Carney,

It is with a heavy heart that we
write this letter, in response to your
recent remarks during the national
leaders’ debate. When asked about
the greatest security threat facing
Canada, your reply — “China, and
Chinese people” — was both shock-
ing and deeply troubling.

We fully understand the com-
plexities of international relations
and the difficult responsibilities
leaders face when addressing na-
tional security. However, associat-
ing a foreign government with an
entire ethnic group can easily lead
to misunderstanding and anxiety,
especially for Chinese Canadians
who call this country home. Your
words have caused harm and con-
fusion within our community.

Chinese Canadians have al-
ready endured wrongful treatment
and false accusations fueled by ex-
treme conservative forces.

During 2022-2023, the Conser-
vative Party persistently politicized
“national security” concerns, tar-
geting Chinese Canadian organiza-
tions and individuals with normal
ties to China, based on unverified
media reports and exaggerated
claims. Even though investigations
by authoritative agencies such as the
RCMP found no evidence of illegal
activity, this narrative continues.
The Conservatives have essential-
ly reduced complex international

relations to an “us vs. them” story,
exploiting public fears to gain polit-
ical advantage. The consequences
go beyond isolated cases of injus-
tice or discrimination — they strike
at the very foundation of Canada’s
multicultural society, which is built
on the belief that people of all back-
grounds can contribute equally.

It is crucial, when addressing
global issues, to clearly distin-
guish between the actions of for-
eign governments and the citizens
from those cultural backgrounds
who live peacefully and contrib-
ute positively to Canada. Regard-
less of your intent, your statement
has caused concern at a time when
Asian communities across North
America are feeling increasingly
vulnerable.

History reminds us that lan-
guage holds great power — it can
heal, or it can harm. From the Chi-
nese Head Tax and the Exclusion
Act to the recent rise in anti-Asian
hate, we have learned to listen care-
fully to the messages conveyed
through public discourse.

With respect and sincerity, we
make the following requests:

That you clarify the meaning
and context of your remarks during
the debate;

And that in future discussions
involving foreign affairs or nation-
al security, you take special care to
avoid language that could be inter-
preted as conflating international
political issues with domestic eth-
nic communities.

We continue to believe that
Canada is a country that values
diversity and upholds equality for
all. We hope you will listen to the
voices from our community and re-
spond with empathy and responsi-
ble leadership. ®

Canada China Friendship
Promotion Association

(shortened for space)
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Rural areas need real public transit
and transportation. not municipal
“partnerships” with Uber

JARED NORRIS

f one is not fortunate enough to grow up
Iwith a car in Innisfil, Ontario, you’re vir-

tually stranded in your town surrounded
by vast swaths of farmland with no services
within walking distance. This is how I grew
up and the idea of public transportation in
my small town has never been more than a
pipe dream.

The reality of growing up in rural Canada
is a lack of public infrastructure, even in a
place so close to our largest metropolis, just
one hour north of Toronto. Innisfil is made
up of a few moderately sized towns and sev-
eral small hamlets, where the vast majority
of people work outside of Innisfil and are re-
quired to drive to get anywhere.

For the working class in these towns,
even getting groceries can be a massive or-
deal, as paying for a taxi to the nearest su-
permarket can be as expensive as $50 both
ways. Often, families like mine have to
coordinate with neighbours for a ride. Un-
til recently the only service or shop within
walking distance of my family home was a
convenience store with an attached LCBO
liquor store, which became more of a gather-
ing place for us rural Canadians than a local
church. Needless to say, owning and main-
taining a car is required for anyone living in
these communities (approximately $1,400 in
monthly expenses), and the problem of car
dependency has long been a known issue to
concerned locals.

When I was a student mayor for a day
during 2013, I remember hearing residents’
plea to the real mayor to consider a modest
one-bus service to make inter-town travel af-
fordable for the elderly and relatively poor
population of Innisfil. The local petty bour-
geois politicians never considered a bus sys-
tem even remotely feasible, and though they
heard out concerned residents, the question
was tabled for another time.

In 2017, a private company that we are
all familiar with now provided the solution.
Instead of an expensive public transit sys-
tem, Innisfil decided to make a first of its
kind partnership with Uber. The city would
take public funds to subsidize Uber rides,
which Uber promised would thrust Innisfil
into the future.

This was big news back then and the deal
remains in place to this day. If you look at
Uber’s website advertising the partnership
it portrays their intervention as a common
sense, modern solution which is mutually
beneficial. Uber’s website even gives price
estimates for how much the township would
have had to pay to operate those ridiculous
bus systems, over $600,000 for the one-bus
route I mentioned above. That’s operating
costs, labour and upfront capital investments
for the much-needed infrastructure of yester-
year.

What Uber does not mention is the

amount the town pays the company to sub-
sidize these Uber trips. According to Inn-
isfil Today, around $800,000 in 2022 and
over $1.1 million in 2023 was given to this
company which does not provide jobs, but
unstable gig work; does not produce infra-
structure; and failed to implement a system
that actually provides more access to re-
sources for the township. What was origi-
nally a $3 trip from anywhere to anywhere
in the township, is now $6 and you must be
picked up from a designated “stop” location.
This system completely flies in the face of
their marketing that a bus system only works
for residents within walking distance — and
now I have to walk to the Uber-stop with
my Uber-ticket, just so the township can pay
Uber for me to get a ride from my neighbour
anyway!

If the company were to suddenly lose
profits in Innisfil, what is to stop them from
just abandoning these small collections of
towns? Many residents of Innisfil are com-
pletely dependent on Uber to get around
their own town, and the mere idea of pub-
lic transport is a dying one in all of Simcoe
county. Nearby, the city of Barrie has just re-
cently in summer 2024 gutted its buses in fa-
vour of a “bus on demand” system which is
a clear grift to make public services worse as
an excuse to get rid of them altogether. This
partnership is nothing more than a highly
propagandized privatization of what should
have been a public service, one that is mildly
convenient on the one hand, but ludicrously
expensive in exchange for nothing changing
for the average person.

An expanded public option would have
meant an investment in infrastructure, real
jobs, and have tangible positive effects on
the health and well being of working people.
In our modern world transit functions as the
veins and arteries of a productive society,
especially in a highly suburbanized coun-
try like Canada where everyone commutes.
It only hurts the working class when a vital
resource like that is monopolized by foreign
corporations that are accountable only to
their shareholders. Clearly, the local land-
lords and businesspeople who make up our
city councils do not have the interests of the
“public” in mind when they auction off our
supposedly “public” infrastructure. We, the
working class, must demand more. We must
fight collectively for a better country, one
where working people have a say in the sys-
tems which most affect them, rather than let-
ting the out-of-touch capitalist class dictate
it for us. Under the current capitalist system
our services can and will be sold off to the
highest bidder. Only socialism can provide
truly publicly funded and democratically
controlled transportation that works for the
people. W
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Peace Gongress: Gelebrate 80th
anniversary of May 9 “Uictory over

ay 9, 2025 marks the 80th anni-
versary of the defeat of fascism
in Europe. It was a crucial vic-

tory for the world’s peoples and for peace.

One cannot overlook the historic and
Herculean effort needed to overcome both
the Nazi and Italian fascists. Fifteen mil-
lion military personnel were killed, and 38
million civilians lost their lives. We can
never forget the huge sacrifices made by
the Soviet Union where over 26 million
died.

Consider the horrors of the Holocaust,
in which 6 million Jews perished, and the
murder of numerous others such as Roma,
LGBTIQ+ people, prisoners of war and
partisans. If we have learned one lesson
it is that no government or system must
never be allowed to commit such atrocities
again.

Celebrating this historic anniversary
is even more important today as fascism
is, once again, raising its ugly head. From
standing ovations in Canada’s Parliament
in celebration of a Ukrainian Nazi, to lib-
eral celebratory remarks on how it’s “ok to
be a Zionist,” to the widespread adoption
of the so-called IHRA “definition” of an-
tisemitism which deems anti-Zionism and
criticism of Israeli apartheid to be hate
crimes, to the numerous hate groups now
active in Canada — fascist hate is on the
rise.

Canadian bourgeois parties such as
the Conservative Party of Canada and the
People’s’ Party of Canada have direct links
to hate and fascist organizations and pose
a serious conduit for hate to become “ac-
ceptable discourse.”

Internationally, fascist and other far-
right movements have surged to power in
Israel, Hungary, Italy, Argentina, El Salva-

[ascism" by moilizing for peace

dor and ominously, the US. The genocide
now happening in Palestine, the ongoing
NATO proxy war in Ukraine, the horren-
dous drive to ramp up war budgets are
leading to widespread death and destruc-
tion which, if not counteracted, can lead to
another world war.

This reality requires a concerted effort
by the peace movement to mobilize to
make peace and the struggle against fas-
cism the pressing issues of our time.

The World Peace Council and Canadi-
an Peace Congress were founded in 1949
in response to the devastation of WWII and
the defeat of fascism. Our efforts have al-
ways focused on building a vigorous peace
movement which correctly emphasizes the
importance of an anti-imperialist perspec-
tive. Today, this approach is even more
critical because imperialism is completely
linked with the rise of fascism worldwide.
We need look no further than US support
for the Zionist war of extermination in Pal-
estine.

On this crucial 80th anniversary of
the “Victory over Fascism” the Canadian
Peace Congress calls on all peace-loving
peoples to redouble their efforts to win a
meaningful peace based on an independent
for policy, disarmament, solidarity and
peace.

In the Canadian context we emphasize
the importance of mobilization to end our
government’s support for the fascist Zion-
ist regime in Tel-Aviv. We must continue
our efforts to get Canada out of NATO,
NORAD and the Five Eyes spy network.
We must encourage youth not to kill or die
for NATO. &

Canadian Peace Congress

Solidarity greetings for
International Workers' Day!

CANADA CHINA FRIENDSHIP
PROMOTION ASSOCIATION

ccfpa.ca

MAY DAY GREETINGS & SOLIDARITY, CENTRAL COMMITTEE

COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA
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N May Day Greetings
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PAKISTANI
CANADIANS

Greetings sisters and brothers,
friends and comrades on
MAY 1 - International Day

of the Working Class - from
the Committee of Progressive
Pakistani-Canadians

Standing against imperialism,
wars, militarism, poverty,
inequality, discrimination,

Islamophobia and religious
fundamentalism.

pakistanicanadians.ca
@pakistanicanadians
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"Building humanitarian
Solidarity between GCanadian
and GCuban Lahour”

2368 Upland Drive,
Vancouver, BC, VaS 2B3

604-940-0420

ATU-Local107

Proudly Serving Hamilton Since 1899

May Day Greefing from
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 107

Proudly Supporting International Workers’ Day

Unions Make Better Communities

Solidarity Forever

Workers of the World Rise for Peace,
Social Justice, Democratic Rights
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RANICAL

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice,
you have chosen the side of the oppressor.”

~ Desmond Tutu.

THE RULE OF THE TOILING MASSES
WILL BRING A NEW DAWN

Happy May Day to all working people

Gurpreet Singh, Radical Desi Publications Ltd.

May Day Greetings
Sally and Ghuck Davis Glub
NEWWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
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BG transit workers reject offer. stay on strike

Transit workers at Transdev in Co-
wichan Valley, BC, remain on strike af-
ter soundly turning down an offer from
the employer. The 52 members of Unifor
Locals 114 and 333-BC have been on the
picket line since February 8. They are
fighting for improved working conditions
including the company’s staunch refusal to
provide safe, clean washrooms and reason-
able breaks to use them.

The strike affects conventional and
HandyDART transit, with the exception of
medically necessary travel.

“Bus drivers need to be protected, par-
ticularly when it comes to breaks and ac-
cessing safe and clean washrooms while
on shift,” said Unifor Western Regional
Director Gavin McGarrigle. “It’s unac-
ceptable to be behind the wheel for hours
and denied a basic human right. We’re
going to continue fighting until Transdev
addresses this.”

The workers voted unanimously for
strike action in November. In addition to
breaks and washroom facilities, other key
issues include wages and pensions..

Lifelabs strike continues as union presses BG
government to act

On rotating strikes since February 15,
1200 workers at LifeLabs, BC’s largest
private provider of medical tests, are press-
ing the provincial government to move the
company’s services into the public system.

The workers, members of BCGEU,
are fighting for wage and benefit improve-
ments to keep up with the cost of living, as
well as poor working conditions resulting
from chronic understaffing. They are paid
up to 16 percent below what they would
get in the public sector, and LifeLabs is
pushing a 20-percent reduction in sick pay
for all workers.

LifeLabs is owned by giant US health
corporation Quest Diagnostics, which is
driving a for-profit model for healthcare. In
mid-April, union and community members
marched on the BC legislature to ask the
province: “Why is an American company
sucking millions of public health dollars
out of BC?”

The BC NDP announced at the begin-
ning of April that it would move existing
contracts away from US suppliers in fa-
vour of supporting BC and Canadian busi-
nesses.

BCGEU president Paul Finch said the
union “is calling on government to make
good on their announcement and bring
LifeLabs' services into the public system."

HBG gives managers bonuses. but illegally
slashes workers’ commissions during
liquidation

Unifor is calling out Hudson’s Bay
Company (HBC) for unilaterally slashing
workers’ commission pay during its retail
liquidation — a move that violates collec-
tive agreements and reduces workers’ in-
come as they prepare for mass termination.

At the same time that it moves these
workers to a base salary only, and in the
midst of bankruptcy proceedings, HBC
has paid out $3 million in bonuses to its
managers.

"This is a blatant violation of our mem-
bers’ collective agreements and a cruel
blow especially since managers have been
rewarded with bonuses,” said Unifor Na-
tional President Lana Payne.

Unifor Ontario Regional Director
Samia Hashi said, “Workers are being kept
in the dark and their pay is being cut with-
out negotiation. This is exactly why we
need stronger legislative protections and
enforceable penalties for companies that
violate workers’ rights. Workers should be
priority one during corporate insolvency
and bankruptcy.”

WFTU calls on workers of the world to reject the
ar economy. mnite fur peace aml neople S needs

he international class-oriented trade
Tunion movement, workers and mil-

itant unions all over the globe hon-
our with struggles the 139th anniversary of
the workers’ struggle in Chicago in 1886.
The World Federation of Trade Unions
(WFTU), the historic international trade
union organization representing more than
105 million workers all the length and
breadth of the world, sends a cordial and
militant message to all workers and farm-
ers, to ordinary people of toil and labour,
on the occasion of International Workers
Day, which constitutes a lasting and bright
milestone of struggle.

This year’s May Day coincides with
the 80th Anniversary of the WFTU, which
was born in the ashes of the most destruc-
tive war in the history of humanity, and
in the revolutionary fresh air of the great
anti-fascist victory of the peoples with the
Soviet Union at the forefront. The WFTU
completes eight decades of continuous
and uninterrupted struggle for the rights
of workers, for justice and social progress,
against all forms of discrimination, against
wars and imperialist interventions, against
exploitation.

Both the messages and demands of the
Chicago pioneers of 1886 and the needs
that inevitably led to the establishment of
the WFTU remain relevant and necessary
today. The crisis of capitalism deepens and
is generalized. Social inequalities are wid-
ening dramatically. Democratic freedoms
and trade union rights are under attack all
over the world, and imperialist wars and
interventions are a regular occurrence.

The genocide of the Palestinians in
Gaza and in the West Bank, the bombing
in Lebanon and other countries of the wid-
er Middle East region — with the support
and encouragement of the US, the EU and
their allies — continues, revealing in all its
grandeur the hypocrisy, cynicism and in-
humane nature of imperialism.

Reject the war economy

At the same time, global defence spend-
ing rose to 2.46 trillion USD last year, with
big budget increases in countries of Asia,
the Middle East, North Africa, and Europe.
Notably, there are examples of countries

1S |
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that are almost doubling their defence
spending. At the same time, US President
Trump calls for a minimum spending of 5
percent of GDP among NATO members,
and the EU Commission Summit decided
to finance 800 billion euros for military
armament within the ReArm EUROPE
project.

The shift towards a war economy is
clearly a priority for the ruling circles of
capitalism, as it incites profitability for
multinational monopolies and the expan-
sion of the geopolitical power of devel-
oped imperialist states.

These new massive increases in mili-
tary spending, apart from being a threat to
global peace and security, also mean even
harsher austerity policies and widening so-
cial inequality. The resources that would be
destined for families, workers and ordinary
people are cut and diverted to rearmament,
and civil and social rights and liberties are
placed under guardianship — because in the
preparation for war, different opinion are
not allowed.

The WFTU and the class-oriented trade
unions strongly condemn the war prepara-
tions of the capitalist ruling class. Work-
ing people have nothing to expect from a
new widespread and generalized war but
death, poverty, destruction, refugees and
hardship.

We demand spending for working peo-
ple’s contemporary needs. We demand ad-
equate education and healthcare and not
weapons. We demand dignified working
and living conditions, not ammunition and
missiles. We demand spending on culture,
sport and recreation, not on fighter aircraft
and naval vessels.

We demand measures against rising
inflation and living costs that erode living
standards. We oppose privatization, out-
sourcing and flexible forms of work that
intensify the precarious employment and
exploitation, alongside extended retire-
ment ages.

Workers and their social achievements
are under relentless attacks and challeng-
es which undermine labour rights, collec-
tive agreements and democratic freedoms.
Workplace safety remains neglected, caus-
ing daily injuries and fatalities.
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Labour mobilizing globally

Despite global challenges, workers do
not passively accept the anti-labour offen-
sive on their rights and freedoms. Millions
mobilize worldwide for dignified work and
the protection of trade union and social
rights, with WFTU members firmly at the
forefront of these struggles. The response
of capitalist governments to working peo-
ple’s just demands is sharpening state re-
pression and authoritarianism. At the same
time, employers and governments are at-
tempting to manipulate labour struggles,
betting on the role of “yellow unions” and
compromised trade union leaders.

In our era it is obvious that the pre-
requisites for truly dignified working and
social living conditions for all workers ex-
ist in abundance. The class-oriented trade
union movement fights so that the huge
productive capabilities are not utilized to
increase the profits of capitalists and cre-
ate unimaginable wealth for a few, but to
ensure dignified living and working con-
ditions for those who create and produce
the wealth.

Organization and struggle is the only
path that can overturn the existing realities
of misery, exploitation and social injustice.
The weapon of workers everywhere is sol-
idarity and internationalism.

The WFTU remains firmly committed
to these principles. It continues its 80-year
path with the same vision that inspired its
founding: for a world without wars and
imperialist interventions, without exploita-
tion and discrimination. A world where
work will be permanent, stable, regulated
and safe.

On the occasion of May Day 2025, the
WFTU calls upon the class and militant
trade unions around the world to take ini-
tiatives and organize this year’s campaign
and activities under the slogan: “Their
profits or our lives — Hope lies in peoples’
struggle!”

NO to war economies! YES to class
struggle: against imperialist wars and in-
terventions, against capitalist exploitation,
for the satisfaction of workers’ contempo-
rary needs. B
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Rfter 20-year battle. 16.000 part-time and
sessional college faculty across Ontario
Win union recnitiun |

o~

ollege faculty union leaders had
‘ much to celebrate around the his-

toric table at the Ontario Labour
Relations Board (OLRB) on April 11. Af-
ter a long day sorting through thousands of
ballots, with 88 percent of ballot-casters
voting in favour the union won the vote
count: part-time and sessional faculty at
all 24 of Ontario’s public colleges will
join the Ontario Public Service Employees
Union (OPSEU/SEFPO).

Alongside the union’s part-time college
support drive in 2018, this marks one of
the largest union organizing drives in Ca-
nadian history.

“This is historic — after today, Ontar-
i0’s college system becomes wall-to-wall
union,” said JP Hornick, President of
OPSEU/SEFPO. “We’ve fought tooth and
nail to get here. There was a time when
part-time college workers were one the
very few classifications legally excluded
from unionizing in Canada.”

Hornick refers to the protracted le-
gal battle to secure the right for part-time
workers to unionize. For over four decades
following the college system’s establish-
ment in 1965, part-time college workers
in Ontario were prohibited from unioniz-
ing by the Colleges Collective Bargaining
Act (CCBA). The ban was lifted following
a 2007 Supreme Court of Canada decision
recognizing collective bargaining as a con-
stitutional right — forcing the province to
amend the CCBA in 2008.

“We represent over 45,000 college
workers. 45,000 workers standing together
wield a lot of power. 16,000 more joining
them — well, that’s a hell of a lot more and
a force to be reckoned with,” added Hor-
nick. “The employer knows this, and it’s
why they tried to run interference.”

The historic organizing drive conclud-
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ed in October 2017 with part-time faculty
voting on union certification. In August
2024, the union received notice from the
OLRB that contested ballot boxes were
finally being unsealed. The formal vote
count was scheduled to take place on April
11 and April 17, 2025, with the process
concluding in a victory for workers well
ahead of schedule.

Pearline Lung, chair of the union’s
faculty division, says that 71 percent of
faculty working in Ontario’s colleges are
precariously employed, working without
job security and little to no benefits. This
moment, she says, paves the road not just
to better working conditions, but also an
expanded ability to fight growing precarity
system wide.

“For far too long, the province has
drained government funding for post-sec-
ondary education,” said Lung. “While col-
lege executives jumped at opportunities to
turn a buck on price-gouging international
tuition and deregulation.”

“Colleges raked in record surpluses for
years. How much did students, or workers,
see of that? Precarity went up, and we’re
seeing access to education go down — all
while college CEOs collected sky-high
salaries.”

In early April, Global News released
data demonstrating that the five high-
est-paid college presidents made an aver-
age of roughly $492,000 in 2024. Conesto-
ga College’s President, John Tibbits, took
home $636,106.70.

“We’re coming for our fair share, and
we’re coming for a better college system,”
added Hornick. “In contract negotiations,
as in politics, you win what you have the
power to fight for. And in terms of building
power, today is a game-changer.” H
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News, documents and calls for action

PRISONER

PROJECT

CORRESPONDENCE

Happy May Day!

Prisoner Correspondence Project is committed
to building solidarity across bars by connecting
2SLGBTQ+ people inside and out of prison.

Learn about becoming a pen pal at
prisonercorrespondenceproject.com
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Postal workers warn that the future of the
public post office is on the line — time to take

action!

or over 150 years, Canadians have
Frelied on Canada Post to stay con-

nected. While many things have
changed over the years, the importance of
the public post office has not. Canada Post
continues to play an integral role in com-
munities across the country.

But it’s under attack. The corporation is
pushing drastic cuts — closing post offices,
ending door-to-door delivery, expanding
Community Mailboxes, outsourcing to pri-
vate franchises, and even privatization.

What does this mean? Rural and Indig-
enous communities will travel farther for
mail. Community Mailboxes lower proper-
ty values and pose safety risks, especially
for seniors and those with mobility issues.
Franchising replaces good jobs with gig
work, and privatization will gut services in
unprofitable areas.

Competing with US e-commerce giants
shouldn’t mean lower standards. Workers
deserve fair treatment, and Canadians de-
serve reliable, to-the-door service!

Postal workers have a better plan! The
way forward is through service expansion,
not cuts.

Canada Post can play a key role in
strengthening Canada’s economy in the
face of uncertainty, offer much needed new
services like senior check-ins, postal bank-
ing, and community hubs, and bring new
revenue to the public post office.

After more than a year of unproduc-
tive negotiations with Canada Post, post-
al workers were forced to end their legal
strike — a constitutional right — because of
Minister of Labour Steven MacKinnon’s
order under section 107 of the Canada La-
bour Code.

Postal workers are also subject to an
Industrial Inquiry Commission that is due
to have its report out not later than May
15, 2025. Canada Post has asked the Com-
mission to exclude service expansion into
non-core areas from its recommendations.

At the same time, Canada Post is seeking
major collective agreement changes and is
advocating for regulatory changes — some-
thing that would normally be examined
during a full, public mandate review.

Canada Post is perfectly positioned
to live up to its mandate to develop new
services to diversify its revenue generat-
ing streams to address people's changing
needs — as many other post offices around
the world have already done. It can lead
the way to a sustainable future by greening
its massive infrastructure and fleet, kick-
starting our transition towards good, green
jobs. And it can play an enhanced role in
our communities' recovery and future re-
silience.

“Hands Off My Post Office!”

During the federal election, the Cana-
dian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW)
asked candidates to take the “Hands Off
My Post Office!” pledge.

The pledge includes five commitments
about the postal service:

Ensuring that Canada Post remains a
Crown Corporation with a strong public
service mandate, that it maintains its ex-
clusive privilege, and that it maintains its
universal service obligation to deliver let-
ters in Canada at a uniform postage rate.
No privatization. No deregulation.

Ensuring that Canada Post expands its
services to include things such as postal
banking, check-ins, community hubs to
help diversify and increase revenue gen-
erating capacity toward financial self-sus-
tainability.

Ensuring that there are no cuts to postal
services, no resumption of the conversion
to Community Mail Boxes, and no post of-
fice closures — especially in rural, remote
and Northern areas.

Ensuring that Canada Post maintains
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For peace, disarmament and international solidarity!

May Day greetings ~ Ottawa Peace Council

The Association of United Ukrainian Canadians (AUUC) sends its greetings to
all those in the struggle for a better world on May Day 2025

For 107 years the AUUC has represented the best and highest ideals of
Ukrainian immigrants to Canada for prosperity, democracy, social justice,

and Peace!

And today, the AUUC is the only Ukrainian Canadian organization that wants
peace in Ukraine. We also want an end to hostilities in Gaza. The AUUC
urges all Canadians to raise their voice and call for ceasefire and negotiation

to End Those Wars!

Contact Us :

Toll Free: 800-856-8242 [w] [w]

Local: +1-204-582-4397

Email:

mail@auuckobzar.net

www.auuc.ca

Association of United
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Trans and gender equality key
to class struggle

m FROMPG3

to lobby for restrictions and limitations.

The struggle for gender equality, including full
equality for trans people, is critical to the class strug-
gle. Throughout its history, capitalism has relied on
institutionalizing the “sexual division of labour” —
with defined roles ascribed to men and women — in
order to constantly reproduce itself.

Key to this is maintaining this division is pa-
triarchal notion of categorical distinctions between
“men” and “women” — totalizing specific biological
differences to the point that they become definitive
in social, economic and political spheres. Any seri-
ous challenge to those strict roles and classifications,
including through different gender identities or sex-
ual orientations, is severely suppressed.

In Canada, the bulk of the labour movement has
fought long and hard for many years to win concrete
advances for women — pay equity, maternity leave,
measures against harassment and violence, abortion
rights and more. Labour is generally a strong and
consistent advocate for trans and gender diverse
people.

Now, working people are facing multiple threats
— through Donald Trump’s vicious economic war,
combined with an intensifying drive from corpora-
tions in Canada to reduce wages and eliminate la-
bour rights. It’s no accident that this assault includes
attacks on women’s rights and on gender equality
in general. Corporate forces will be quick to use the
British court’s decision to sow division among the
ranks of the resistance.

This is the time to speak up for trans rights.
Governments at all levels should be pressed to state
where they stand on gender equality and on the issue
of trans rights. To avoid doing so abandons many
thousands of vulnerable people to increased attacks
and hate, and it relegates the working-class struggle
to a narrow and distorted patch of ground.

The program of the Communist Party of Canada,
which rejects the gender binary and acknowledg-
es that trans women are women, makes this clear:
“Eradicating gender inequality will be crucial for
putting capitalism altogether behind us and advanc-
ing to a higher stage of history.” H
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Gall for unity against
rising attacks
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defence of our common interests. For
example, in direct practical terms,
adoption of the UK Supreme Court
model in Canada would give private
and religious-based educational insti-
tutions a handy tool to adopt regula-
tions giving management far greater
abilities to hire and fire on the basis
of arbitrary and meaningless criteria,
from gender identity ultimately to
such measures as marriage status and
personal religious belief.

We condemn the rising reaction-
ary attack on the rights of trans people
and the 2SLGBTQ+ community, and
on the equal rights of women, who
live in a capitalist society which is
still deeply marked by misogyny and
inequality. We call for unity of the la-
bour and people's movements across
Canada to push back against this dan-
gerous trend. M

Communist Party of Canada
Photo: ACLU

Time to take action to
preserve and expand
Canada Post
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and creates good jobs, with benefits
and fair wages, helping to benefit the
communities in which postal workers
live. Ensure that there is no gigifica-
tion of existing or future jobs at Can-
ada Post.

Ensuring that Canada Post be-
comes an environmental leader
through expanding consolidated last
mile delivery, greening the fleet with
union-made electric vehicles, and ret-
rofitting its buildings for cost savings
and to help fight climate change.

The pledge also includes three
commitments about workers’ rights:
preserving workers’ right to strike;
preserving the right to free and fair
collective bargaining; and denouncing
and voting against any back to work
legislation, use of the Canada Labour
Code or other government manoeu-
vres to force an end to legal strikes. M
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Planned economy is only rational response

finite resources. This contradiction is at the heart of climate change, environ-
mental destruction and the deepening ecological crisis. The drive for ever-in-
creasing profits leads to deforestation, pollution, depletion of natural resourc-
es and the reckless expansion of industry at the expense of the environment.

Without a planned approach to energy, agriculture and industrial produc-
tion, humanity is on the path to climate catastrophe and mass extinction.

A planned economy is the only rational response to this crisis. By coor-
dinating production, energy use and resource management, a socialist sys-
tem will have to prioritize sustainability over profit. Instead of chasing GDP
growth at all costs, a planned economy would focus on human well-being,

ecological balance and long-term social development.

Capitalist growth by contrast is cancerous — it expands uncontrollably,
destroying everything in its path. Socialist planning offers the only viable

alternative to this madness.

Conclusion: The case for socialist planning

Public ownership of key industries is a necessary first step, but without

democratic planning, it remains a tool that can be wielded by any ruling
class to stabilize capitalism rather than abolish it. The real struggle is for an
economy that serves the needs of the working class, not just one that accom-

modates them.

The most successful economies — whether socialist or capitalist, a nation
or a firm — already rely on planning at various levels. The question is not
whether planning works, but who owns the means of production, therefore

who controls it and for what purpose.

A socialist economy must be built on worker control, democratic deci-
sion-making and long-term planning to ensure the survival of both humanity

and the planet.

The alternative — continuing down the road of capitalist chaos — is a future

of crises, inequality and environmental collapse. ®
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5 PM at 596 Albert Street. Celebrate
labour's victories with a screening of
"Cuba: Resistance & Solidarity."Ad-
mission by donation, proceeds to
People's Voice.

VANCOUVER

MAY 25 | PUENTES DE AMOR RALLY

1 PM at the corner of Commercial and
Broadway. Cuba solidarity rally with
CCFA Vancouver.

WINNIPEG

MAY 25 | END THE BLOCKADE

1-2 PM at the corner of River and
Osborne. Join the Manitoba Cuba Sol-
idarity Committee for monthly action
calling for an end to the US blockade
of Cuba.

TORONTO
MAY 10 | PEOPLES NOISE

5 PM until late at Danu Social House,
1237 Queen St. West. Third annual
fundraiser for People's Voice, with
raffle and karaoke.

TORONTO
MAY 22 | TACTICS AND COALITIONS
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361 Danforth Ave. Discussion on
labour organizing with trade unionist
and author Tony Leah.
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7 PM at the GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth
Ave. Join People's Voice for a night of
left-wing trivia.
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and other Cuba solidarity activists
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blockade.

OTTAWA

MAY 17 | CUBA SOLIDARITY PICKET

1:30 PM at the US Embassy, 490 Sus-
sex Drive. Join Ottawa Cuba Connec-
tions for monthly action to call for an
end to the blockade and the return of
the Guantanamo base to Cuba.
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with Cuba, calling for an end to the
blockade and the return of the Guanta-
namo base.
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The case for planning: A rational economy for
the working class (and the climate)

EOGHAN O'NEILL

Over a series of articles in Ireland’s Social-
ist Voice, writer Eoghan O'Nelill tackles myths of
capitalist efficiency, exposes the failures of privat-
ization, and demonstrates the necessity of public
ownership. O’Neill argues that nationalization of
key sectors of the economy can ensure equitable
access to essential services and help return eco-
nomic power to the working class and local com-
munities. In this instalment, which is slightly edited
for length and context, O’ Neill examines the impor-
tance of economic planning to securing prosperity
for working-class people.

ationalization of industry alone is not so-
Ncialism, nor can we say that a nationaliza-

tion program is in of itself a road to social-
ism. State ownership of key industries can occur
under any political manifestation. A party could
conceivably nationalize industries if it served their
political interests and didn’t fundamentally chal-
lenge the hegemony of the ruling capitalist class.
This would serve to merely accommodate or ap-
pease the working class without empowering it.

Nationalization under capitalism often serves as
a temporary fix to stabilize the economy, historical-
ly to either dampen threats of radical and revolu-
tionary political advancement (post WWII welfare
states construction), to avert capitalist crisis (na-
tionalizing debt during the Great Recession) or to
steer, plan and direct a war economy (US during
WWII, Russia today) while maintaining the funda-
mental structures of private profit and class hierar-
chy. It does not challenge the profit-driven anarchy
of the market.

Being conscious of this allows us to decipher
the political choices available to us. What really
truly separates a party of the working class from a
party that appeases the working class is the ques-
tion of planning. A socialist economy is not just
about nationalization and state ownership — it is
about rational, democratic planning to serve soci-
etal needs.

Fundamentally though, one cannot plan an
economy if it has no ownership of the economy,
and therefore no control over the means of produc-
tion, so taking ownership over key sectors of the

economy is a prerequisite to a planned economy. It
is important to remark that the state does not need
to take over 100 percent of enterprises, but it does
need to have ownership in enough enterprises and
sectors of the economy to allow it to plan without
the interference of private interests undermining
national plans on infrastructural, agricultural and
industrial projects.

It is this essential question, where planning
takes precedence over the free market, in satisfying
the needs, wants and desires of society, that one can
talk about transitioning from a capitalist mode of
production to a socialist mode of production.

The success of planning: contemporary lessons
from China

One of the clearest examples of the power of
planning is China’s economic rise. Through state-
led industrial policy, infrastructure investment, and
strategic development, China has lifted over 800
million people out of poverty in just a few decades,
led by the political stewardship of the Communist
Party.

The Chinese state’s ability to control key in-
dustries, direct investment, and implement long-
term economic strategies has allowed for sustained
growth, technological advancement and infrastruc-
ture development on a scale unprecedented in mod-
ern history. It has been able to do this due to a level
of state ownership in mixed-ownership enterprises
(MOESs) and state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in the
Chinese economy.

Unlike capitalist economies, where short-term
profit motives dictate decision-making, China’s
economy has been guided by Five-Year Plans,
which set clear priorities for national development,
technological innovation and social progress. This
model has demonstrated how planning can drive
economic success without succumbing to the chaos
of market speculation.

Planning as the only rational response to the cli-
mate emergency

Capitalism, by its very nature, is addicted to in-
finite growth, even though we live on a planet with
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