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CPI Observes Defend Federalism Day on Dec 29
Demand to Abolish Post of Governor

Communist Party of
India units all over the
country observed De-
cember 29, 2022 as
Defend Federalism Day.
Thisisinresponse to the
call given by national
executive of the party
which metin New Delhi
onDecember3and4.The
national executive has
appealed toall the demo-
cratic forces to rally
together to defend the
federal structure of the
country. The meeting
had alerted the nation
about the move of the
RSS-controlled govern-
ment at the Centre to
undermine the constitu-
tional foundations. Italso
pointed out that the office
of the governor is being
misused for this pur-
pose, guided by the RSS
ideology of centraliza-
tion.

The national execu-
tive meeting also
underlined the fact that
in states like Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
etc, RajBhavansaremade
toactascamp office of the
BJP. The meeting came to
the conclusion that the
time hascometo demand
the abolition of the office
of the governor. The fol-

lowing are reports from
various states on the
Defend Federalism Day.

Tamil Nadu

In a spectacular pro-
cession swelling on the
streets thatled to the Raj
Bhavanin Chennai, about
50,000 cadres of the party
from across the state of
Tamil Nadu marched
towards Raj Bhavan de-
manding the recall of
governor RN Ravi. They
were, however, arrested
and detained by police
and later released.

The procession was
flagged off by veteran
CPIleader R Nallakannu
and was led by party
general secretary D Raja
and state secretary R
Mutharasan. Members of
Parliament K
Subbarayan, M Selvaraj,
members of the Legisla-
Assembly T
Ramachandran, K
Marimuthu and former
MLA M Arumugam ad-
dressed the mammoth
gathering before the pro-
cession was flagged off.
N Periasamy former
MLA and state council
assistant secretary coor-
dinated the opening
event.

tive

Our Special
Correspondent

Tamil Nadu state
council had decided to
organisea protest march
toRajBhavan on Decem-
ber 29,2022, condemning
governor R N Ravi’s
behaviour against the
spirit of the Constitution
and demanding his re-
call. This coincided with
the call of the national
executive to observe
December 29 as ‘Defend
Federalism Day’.

BJP’s trend of maneu-
vering through the
governors in the states
ruled by parties other
than BJP and its allies is
replicated in Tamil
Nadu too as in Kerala
and Puducherry. R N
Ravi is used as a politi-
cal tool to usher in the
Hindutvaagendaintothe
state. Undermining the
elected government in
the state R N Ravi is al-
most running a parallel
government and is sit-
ting on bills passed by the
state assembly. MPs
from Tamil Nadu have
earlier given arepresen-
tationto the President to
recall R N Ravi as his

activitiesareinviolation
tothe Constitution. Abus-
ing the gubernatorial
position, R N Ravi viti-
ates the secular
credentials of the Consti-
tution.

Party general secre-
tary D Raja addressing
the huge gathering made
a remonstrating chal-
lenge to the governor
thathe should step down
himself after seeing the
anger spilling on the
streets. The governor has
no business to propagate
divisive, communal and
casteist ideology in his
pleasure while holding
office. Hemightquitand
carry on his political
campaign, lambasted D
Raja. As a party respon-
sible  to uphold
constitutional values, D
Rajaannounced CPIshall
notallow theabuse of the
constitutional position
to damage and destroy
the secular ethosand the
federal structure which
is the fulcrum of Indian
democracy. CPI will in-
tensify its campaignand
agitation till R N Ravi is
withdrawn, proclaimed
D Raja.

Hauling BJP for con-
tinuing the trend of

misuse of the offices of
governorsinmany states
DRajawentontosay that
BJP is now pursuing to
pushinitsnextagenda of
‘one country, one elec-
tion’. This is the most
odious to the pluralistic
social and political struc-
ture of the very idea of
India. The BJP has to be
defeated in order tosave
democracy D Raja said
exhorting the gathering
to prepare to play the
responsible political role
inthe general elections of
2024.

R Mutharasan, secre-
tary Tamil Nadu state
council addressed the
protesters sending his
revolutionary greetings
toallthose who had gath-
ered with commitment
and zeal. He recalled
with pride the ‘red rally’
held in Tiruppur fol-
lowed by this one within
a very short period of a
few months. Making a
very strong criticism of
the governor’s disre-
spect to the state
assembly, R Mutharasan
said R N Ravi for delib-
erate political reasons is
delaying to give his as-
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One journey has come to an end to
make way for the new one. Every page
of ithasits sufferings thatstrengthen the
hopes...for a break, that offer reason to
believe that night is not there for all the
time. There is the glimmer of morning,
at the threshold.

In1947, when we attained freedom, our
dream was to build a country for our-
selveswithoutany inequality. There was
to be fundamental rights ensured in the
Constitution. Directive principles of the
state policy in the Constitution promised
us all that only a socialist democracy
offers. Our preamble says that we, the
people of India having solemnly resolved
toconstitute Indiainto asovereign demo-
cratic republic and to secure to all its
citizens, justice, social, economic and
political, liberty, of thought, expression,
belief, faith, and worship, equality of
status and of opportunity,and to promote
them all, fraternity ensuring the dignity
of the individual and the unity of the
nation. “...In our Constituent Assembly,
this twentysixth day of November, 1949,
do hereby adopt, enact, andgive our-
selves this Constitution.” Constitution
cameinto force onJanuary 26,1950.Later
in 1970s,two more words were added,
and that were “Socialist”and “Secular’.
We had felt the need to pronounce these
two words that we had earlier found in
built. When the first election (1952) re-
sults were declared, our first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru had sent let-
tersto all chief ministerssaying thatit was
not the victory of any party, it was the
victory of secularism.

Perhaps we would take stock of things
now, after so many decades.

We had promised equality for our-

selves in the Constitution, but the
resources had all dried up. The country
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Looking Back at the Years Gone

had been ‘bleached white” by the British
Imperialism. Draining our economy to
enrich their own, ‘British steam and science
had uprooted the whole surface of
Hindustan.” (Karl Marx) We had to start
rebuilding from the scratches. Our polity
strengthened with constitutional commit-
ments, greater share of infrastructural
blueprint for foundation of heavy
industrieswas prepared under the authority
of state, notany individual. In super struc-
ture, education, science, health, progress
and peace were all the pillars that stood to
guard our democracy and freedom. It was
also true that state was dominated by en-
tire capitalist class, and monopolies also
had their ownway, but thecommunists kept
up their fight against every conservative
step. We had liberated Pondicherryand Goa
despiteresistance. We had been instrumen-
talinnationalising banks, minesand fought
and gained rights for working class. All
India Kisan Sabha had also its achieve-
ments. But for every such move, within
Parliament and without, there were the
challenges from the forces of right, erod-
ing the system. Their assertions are seenin
therise of finance capital, anew stage that
capitalismhasevolved into. Powerin hand,
they are busy in privatising every sector.
With prices hiking, essentials have gone
beyond common citizen’s reach.We stand
in front of awall, the wall of depravity, and
deprivation. According to Global Hunger
Index (GHI), the score shows consistent fall
since2015. The data comes only from either
the GHI or the government itself. The rul-
ing regimehasnotaccepted the charge since
itsowndatashows otherwise. Government
has even questioned the reliabilityof the
survey. GHI hasshownaregular fallin fig-
ures, especially in urban areas. Hunger is
generally characterised with quantity and
the quality consumed. The governmentalso
has argued that three out of every four re-

spondents are children, hence it cannot
represent the entire population. Butif the
childrenare hungry, the country losesits
human capital, the real treasure of a
society.If the issue is not taken into ac-
count, the undernourishment may cause
the growthin mortality rate. In fact chil-
dren are the future and hope, for us, for
the country, to keep alive the optimism.

The other face of the right reaction is
seen in eco- politics flows.There is loss
of investment, as the industrial capital
hasbeen mergingwith the banking
capital.Last month unemployment rate
surged to 8.3 percent as employment
sequentially fell by two million to 394.6
million. The government at the Centreis
not concerned about either the jobless
growth from 2014 to 20220r the great
employment crisis in the informal sec-
tor. Thereisno attempt made torecover
from the fall. But workers want results.
They need jobs, and hence, there is sim-
mering opposition toit. AITUChas been
taking steps to organise agitations and
movementsagainstsuchinjustices. Inthe
rural sector too, agrarianlabour and the
farmers are launching movements. It is
people’s unity getting organised for
agitation.

Against thisunity, Hindutva has been
used to play the divisiverole.Its commu-
nal fascist role comes alive in the book
‘Hindutva, Who is a Hindu” by VD
Savarkar, where he defines it, “...for
though Hindusthan to themis Fatherland
astoany other Hindu, yetitisnot to them
a Holyland too. Their Holyland is far off
in Arabia or Palestine. Their mythology
and Godmen are not the children of this
soil.” The formulation seems familiar
when we go through the role of fascists
inGermany.Savarkarhad praised therole
of Hitler for his barbaric act of elimina-
tion of Jews.

CPI Demands White Paper on Demonetization
Supreme Court Verdict on Demonetization

The National Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India issued the following
statement on January 2,
2023:

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of India expresses
its concern about the ad-
verse  impact  of
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demonetization and
points out that the Su-
preme Courtjudgmentis
a split judgment of four
versus one which does
not take into consider-
ation about false claims
made by the government
during demonetization.
It only touches upon the

legal aspect of the deci-
sion making. It does not
touch upon the adverse
impact of demonetiza-
tion on the people.

After fouryearsof the
decision taken on
demonetisation, people
need to know the facts
about claims made by

the government which
have been proved to be
false. Money in circula-
tion hasincreased, black
money component has
not come down and ad-
verse impact of the
decision on MSMEs not
recorded. Along with all
this, terrorism also not
coming down.

Henceadetailed white
paper is needed on this
issue.

The Supreme Court
majority  judgment
merely upholds theright
of the government to take
suchadecisionandinno
way endorses the conse-
quences of such a
decision.
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Flood Commission Report from Nagpur

Vidarbha Farmers take brunt of Rains: AIKS

It was amajor initiative
by AIKS in Vidarbha re-
gion of Maharashtra to
formacommission tostudy
and document the prob-
lem of flood affected
farmers in few districts
and Vidarbha was formed
by the All India Kisan
Sabha. This commission
included eminent person-
alities like economist Prof.
Srinivas Khandewale
(President), water distribu-
tion consultant Pradeep
Purandare and few other
experts like Shubhada
Deshmukh, Kaustubh
Pandharipande,
Omprakash Kutemate.
GunwantWadpalliwar,
activists and union leader
Ashok Thule,
AshokDagade, Vilas
Bhongade, Vijay
Paranjape, Manish
Rajankar and Prabhakar
Kondbattunwar.

In the year 2022 during
rainy season farmers in
Gondiya, Bhandara,
Nagpur, Gadchiroli,
Chandrapur and
Yavatmal wereseverely af-
fected by sudden floods.It
was aninitiative by AIKS
to study the ground reali-
tiesand assess the damage
doneand submitthe report
togovernment.Those who
helped the Project to take
shape were Dr. Mahesh
Kopulwar an activist of
AIKS and his other col-
leagues in helping us and
also thank my co-panelists
who helped me to com-
plete the report and gave
invaluable suggestion to
strengthen it, particularly
Pradeep Purandare and
Vijay Paranjape.

Background of
the report

In the year 2022
Vidarbha received abnor-
mal rainfall which was 18
per cent more thannormal.
There are rivers flowing
from North to South in
Eastern Vidarbha, which
originate from Satpura
hills and from Gadchiroli
district enter Telangana.

‘Wainganga’ is themain
river,Bawanthadi,
Kanhan and other rivers
join it and is called as
“Pranhita River” when it
enters Gadchiroli district
and at  Sironcha,it
meetsGodavari river in
Telangana. Some districts
of Vidarbha getrains twice
inayearamongwhomare
eastern districts. Easterly
rain is sometimes abnor-
mal. There are about
10,000 small lakes in the
region which are main
source of water for irriga-
tion as well as fisheries.
However, as most of these
lakes are not constructed
through  government
grants,it is unfortunate
that theirrepairsand main-
tenance of canals etc were
neglected by the govern-
ment.

Thisregion of Vidarbha
isrichin minerals and for-
est wealth. 80 per cent of
minerals of the state comes
from this region and is
being exploited. Sand and
stones removed during
mining is dumped indis-
criminately changing the
waterflow or blocking it.
This has aggravated the
flood situation. The devel-
opment model of the state
and the nation has ne-
glected environment and
destroyed forests and tra-
ditional agriculture
support, affecting the farm-
ers adversely. The excess
rainfall in 2022 as well as
lack of planning to regu-
late
management of flood wa-
ter has hit the farmers
hard. Hence Kisan Sabha
has sponsored this report.

river flow and

Itis worthy noting that
during Rajiv Gandhi re-
gime, big dam ‘Gosikhurd’
was planned and inaugu-
rated but after 40 years it
is still not completed and
though  storage is
ready,canaland irrigation
facilitiesarenotready yet.

After a detailed study
the commission has ar-
rived atcertain conclusion.

Prof. Shrinivas
Khandewale

1. Due to heavy rain in
Madhya Pradesh water
was released from the
Sanjay Gandhi Sarovar
aggravating flood situa-
tion in Vidarbha.Most of
the river beds are facing
encroachments and the ca-
pacity of rivers to carry
water has been compro-
mised due to neglect. This
aggravated the flood situ-
ation as excess water
released from dam, spread
in the fields, damaging
crops, houses, roads, etc.

2. Though district
Gadchiroli did not have
excessrain, water released
from Gosikhurd dam of
more than 20,000 cusecs
affected the whole district.

3. After gathering all
report from newspapers
and other sources the
commission came to the
conclusion that lack of co-
ordination or delayed
information shared by
government departments
alsoisresponsible for loss
and hence has proposed an
improved mechanism to
overcome the deficiencies
in coordination. Ithas also
proposed use of dronesand
satellitesurveys. Ithasalso
proposed that mining
owners must be held re-
sponsible if proper

disposal of sand and
stones, etc is not done.

4. The Commission has
also proposed that proper
planning to utilise 10,000
lakes must be made.

5. Rivers flow from one
state to other. All three
statesi.e. MadhyaPradesh,
Maharashtra and
Telangana must co-ordi-
nate and share regular
information about water
flow, discharges from
dams etc. for better flood
regulation.

Alongwith recommen-
dation a detailed report
about damagesisalso sub-
mitted by the Commission.
This exercise was very
much appreciated by
farmers and people of the
region.

A long march from
Wani in Yavatmal district
to Nagpur was organised
and a massive morcha of
5000 farmers reached
Nagpur on December 26,
2022 to demonstrate be-
fore the assembly and the
report was submitted to
the concern minister who
has promised to callameet-
ing of the concerned in
Mumbeai in January 2023.

Main Demands of
People

B  The State govern-
ment should constitute an
inquiry commission to take
stock of the damage oc-

curred due to therepeated
floods of the year 2022, and
the inaction of the con-
cerned officers.

B A compensation
based on the objective
analysis of thedamage sus-
tained by the farmers
during 2022.

B An integrated
mechanism for the coordi-
nation between the
departments of Madhya
Pradesh- Vidarbha and
Telangana- Vidarbha
should beconstituted to
take proper action in fu-
ture.

B The owners of the
mines should take respon-
sibility of the waterreleased
by their mines and the em-
barkments created during
the mining operations.

B State government
should immediately take
over the 10,000 ponds of
East Vidarbha and create
a proper mechanism for
their preservation and
management.

B Aninterstate tribu-
nal must be created to take
care of all emergencies
along the river Godavari
basin, from the foot of
Satpuda Hills to the bor-
ders of Telangana. (Thisis
the region of East
Vidarbha)

(Author is President of
the Commission)

Remembering Com. A B Bardhan

-

CPI national council secretary Dr B K Kango galanding Comrade
Bardhan’s portrait on his death anniversary
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Scrap New Marketing Models

Inaugurating a state-
level dharna in front of
the local head office of
State Bank of India,
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala on January
4,BinoyViswam,Rajya
Sabha MP, and national
Working President of
AITUC stated thatpublic
sector Banks like SBI
must not abdicate their
roleand responsibility as
a mass-banking service
provider to the common

citizens of the
country.The dharna was
organized by the

Travancore State Bank
Employees Association-
TSBEA affiliated with
AIBEA.

BinoyViswam said
that certain concepts and
moves of the SBI man-
agement whichisin total
disregard for the needs
of customers and the
working situation of the
employees were alarm-
ing. Questions were

\

country’s largest bank
that providesbanking
services to every Indian
could disregard com-
mon customers and their
entitled service at the
branches. The CPIleader
said, “Business and ser-
vice must move
together.Banking itself is
a service. Denigrating
transaction banking, cre-
ating artificial situations
to reduce footfalls, and
weeding out common
customersdonot suitany
public sector bank in
India.There is a moral
hazard inindirectly pass-

~——

—_—

of income and profits
caused by the bad-debts-
NPAs- write-offs,
created by the big
corporates, to the com-
mon customers either by
increasing service
charges or avoiding
them.”

BinoyViswam said
that the urgent necessity
now is need-based re-
cruitment of permanent
employees for filling up
all vacancies under cleri-
cal and subordinate
cadre.Whileexisting va-
cancies number more
than 30000 in the bank,
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Introduced by SBI

higher considering into
account the increase in
business volume and the
number of customers. In
Kerala alone, vacancies
and requirements will
exceed 3000.

In Kerala, SBI has cre-
ated multi-product sales
teamswith theirclerical
employees, and one-fifth
of the clerical staff
strengththathasbeen de-
ployed for  field
marketing.Apart from
that bank is focusing on
outsourcing the banking
services through private
business correspondents
and loan distribution
through contractual
workers under specially
formed subsidiaries.

“At a time when
branches of SBI in Kerala
were reeling under se-
vere staff shortages,
MPSF would neither
benefit customers com-
ing to the branches nor
field-marketing pro-

customers visiting the
branches. Employees
remaining in the
branches apart from
bearing the extra-burden
consequent to staff re-
duction are facing the ire
of the customers already
confronted the recurring
system issues. Those
deployed for marketing
have been identified at
random without consid-
ering their disposition
vis-a-vis. marketing,
health, aptitude, etc.
They are also under
stress,”BinoyViswam
pointed out.

TSBEA-AIBEA is de-
manding to scrap the
proposed unscientific
and impractical
MPSE, the filling up of all
vacancies through re-
cruitment to ensure
better service to the cus-
tomers, dignified
work-life for the staff,
and value-based,
workforce-friendly HR

raisedabout

howthe ingontheburden ofloss

the requirements are

grams. Sufferers are the policies.
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Growth challenge

The New Year begins ona slightly more optimistic note for India. Global
crude and food prices areroughly 38 per centand 15 per cent down respec-
tively from their highs in March, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Therupeehas stabilised at 82-83 to the dollar after dropping from 74.5 lev-
elsat thestart of 2022. With the prospects for the upcoming rabi crop looking
good one can expect consumer inflation to ease further. This is, after falling
below the RBI’s six per cent upper ceiling target in November for the first
time in11 months.

The challenge for India this year is likely to be more on the growth than
ontheinflationfront. The Narendra Modi government’s focus on improv-
ing the country’s physical as well as digital infrastructure — plus schemes
such as production-linked incentive to attract investments in specific sec-
tors, from solar photovoltaic modules and drones tospecialty steels — ought
tohave given added impetus to this process. But on the ground, neither do-
mestic nor foreign companies are really investing. The biggest drag on
investment during the last decade was over-leveraged corporates and bad
loans-saddled banks. That “twin balance sheet” problem has more or less
resolveditself. Today’s problem has mainly to do with strained government
and household balance sheets. That, coupled with a deepening global slow-
down constricting exportdemand, could have a bearing onIndia’s economic
growth.

The Modi government should certainly refrain from any fiscal stimulus
tokick-startinvestment or drive growth. Far from stimulus, what the coun-
try needsis macroeconomic stability and policy certainty. The current fiscal
deficitand public debtlevelsare fartoo high toallow any new populist schemes
inthe name of putting money in people’s hands or sharp tax cuts to suppos-
edly reviveinvestor sentiment. Large government deficits will invariably
spill over into current account deficits. The coming budget must prioritise
fiscal consolidation. This will enable the RBI to also pause interestrate hikes
and further monetary tightening, which is probably not the best thing for an
economy already facing multiple growth headwinds. Policy stability and
credibility should be the mantra that will ultimately work for India.

Courtesy: The Indian express

Finally, end notes

Demonetisation has achieved judicial closure. The 4-1 Supreme Court
constitution bench verdict termed the November 8, 2016 announcement as
an executive decision, where the judiciary does not have the expertise to
supplanteconomic policies, unless manifestarbitrariness requires intervention.
The bench majority alsorefrained fromidentifying an alternative measure
that would have constrained citizens’ rights less, saying these are “areas
purely within the domain of experts and beyond the arena of judicial review”.

Thisis a principle SC needs to consistently uphold, given the number of
frivolous PILs itentertains and the intrusioninto policy they entail. But the
diversity of public opinions on demonetisation was mirrored in SC too. Jus-
tice BV Nagarathna in the minority ruled the exercise unlawful butsaid the
status quo ante can’t be restored as the event happened in 2016. She ruled
that the Constitution empowers Centre to demonetise currency but the exer-
cise should have beenimplemented through alaw of Parliament. She faulted
its implementation by a gazette notification saying that route is available
only when RBI is proposing demonetisation under Section 26(2) RBI Act.
Additionally, she faulted RBI for lacking “independent application of mind”
while “recommending” what Centre desired.

Neither the majority nor minority verdicts examined whether
demonetisation met its stated objectives - because that wasn’t the bench’s
job. Demonetisationis hard to support in terms of economic policy logic. The
economicimpact wasnegative, evenif subsequentresearch showed that the
quantum was less than initially feared. It's doubtful whether it dealta body
blow to the black economy or to the cash-based transactions that support
suchactivities. Cashin hand of the public now is double that of 2016. Even
if only for some weeks, it putalot of people through immense hardship. One
positive consequence was that digital payments gota bigboost, and the habit
stayed with Indians even after new currency notes became plentiful. Butan
economic shock is not the best way to encourage digital payments. The con-
siderable economic slowdownin 2018 and 2019 was probably a combination
of demonetisation, GST introduction, which unlike demonetisation was a
necessary reform, and the NBFC meltdown.

None of that mattersfor SC, of course. But the successful conclusion of the
demonetisation hearings should actas anincentive to set up more constitu-
tion benches for other long pending matters.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Glorifying Myths for Facts
Bode Ill for Knowledge

A few days ago, while
addressing the 75th Amrit
Utsav of Swami Narayan
Gurukul Rajkot Sansthan,
prime minister Narendra
Modi said that education
has been completely ne-
glected after independence.
Therefore, it has become
necessary that the govern-
ment should bring forward
the importance of ancient
educational system. When
previous governments fal-
tered, he said, saints came
forward and Swami
Narayan Sansthan is an ex-
ample. He said that in
ancient times our education
system was exemplary
which gave importance to
knowledge. “Our Gurukuls
have been representing
equity, equality, care and a
sense of service for centu-
ries”.

Educational system in a
particular period depends
on the social and economic
conditions prevailing at that
time. It is well known that
in ancient times education
was reserved for a special
type of caste and the so-
called upper class. A large
section of the society did
not have the right to edu-
cation. When Eklavya
mastered the art of archery
on his own, Guru
Dronacharya asked for his
Thumb in Dakshinabecause
his caste people did nothave
the right to education.
There are also examples
that even if a so-called low
caste person overheard any
educational talk, his ears
were filled with lead so that
he would not be able to hear
any more.

The modern society
spread education even
among the economically
and socially backward sec-
tions of the society by
breaking these obscurantist
ideas and breaking those
bonds of religion and caste
which prohibitright to edu-
cationtoall. Although there
are many weaknesses and
shortcomings in the educa-
tion system of our country,
butone thingis clear thataf-
ter independence, due to
the persistence of campaigns
by the progressive move-
ments, government high
schools were opened on a

Dr Arun Mitra

large scale in many parts of
the country where itbecame
possible for the children of
low socio-economic groups
to get education under one
roof along with others. In
1968, the Kothari Commis-
sion gave specific
recommendations for com-
mon school system to end
disparity in education. Un-
fortunately, these have not
beenimplemented till date.

We hardly find mention
of educationamong women
in the ancient history. Even
in the last century, Savitri
Bai Phule, who was born in
1931 and who was encour-
aged by her husband
Jyotiba Phule to study, she
had to face many hardships.
She was ridiculed and even
stones were thrown soas to
stop her from pursuing edu-
cation. Social reformers,
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
Swami Dayananda
Saratwati did a lot for the
education of women. After
independence, many girls’
schools and colleges were
opened in the government
sector to encourage educa-
tion among women.

In the same speech, the
prime minister goes on to
say that the new education
policy will produce new
type of ideal citizens. But
when we take a look at the
new education policy, we
find that this will lead to
complete privatization of
education further increas-
inginequality in education.
This will also deprive large
part of the society of qual-
ity education. Presently
only about two percent of
the GDP is spent on educa-
tion as against the required
ten percent. Such type of
education is intended to
prepare a class of specially
educated persons to serve
the corporate sector as was
done by the education sys-
tem introduced by the
British in our country to
produce ‘Bhadra Lok’ to
serve the masters.

Similar is the story of
health services. India has to
its credit the contribution in
medical science by Charaka,

agreatphysician of the time
around 300BC. Accordingly,
the Charaka Samhita man-
dates the physician to lead
a life of celibacy, grow
beard and hair, pray for
cows and Brahmins. It for-
bids the doctor from treating
those who are in opposition
to the King or whom the
physicianor society may de-
spise. But that was the
period of Kings where Brah-
mins were at the top in the
social hierarchy. The mod-
ern oaths, belonging to the
present, with tremendous
advancesin modernscience
bind thatevery human shall
be treated equally and the
physicians must be commit-
ted to treat fellow humans
to the best of their abilities
under any circumstances.

The health policy 2017
promotes insurance-based
healthcare system. This far
from universal healthcare
systemas envisaged by sev-
eral health experts. Because
of exorbitant cost, quality
health care is getting out of
reach of people. Govern-
mentexpenditure on health
is only 1.28 percent of GDP,
while according to the
World Health Organization
it should be five per cent.
Ironically health and edu-
cation are taken as liability
notas an asset by our policy
makers. Both health and
education should be funda-
mentalright of every Indian
citizen. No wonder we are
at a rank of 107 out of 121
in Hunger Index as a result
of the exclusive policies. Our
dismal performance inman-
aging COVID Pandemic is
not an old story.

I have given these two
examples because there is
persistent attack not only
in the political and economic
sphere butall the aspects of
life. There has developed
strong linkage between
forces of obscurantism and
the corporate sector. There
is concentration of wealth
in few hands while vast ma-
jority is deprived of basic
needs. Theruling clique use
coercion, oppress people
and try to divide the
people through false propa-
ganda. The prime
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Celebrate Birth Centenary
of Com Geeta Mukherjee

January 8, 2023
marks the beginning of
the birth centenary of
Com. Geeta Mukerjee,
an outstanding com-
munist leader and an
able parliamentarian.
She was fondly called
as Geetadi all over the
country.

Com Geetadi was
bornon January 8,1924 in Kolkata (Calcutta). She
was married to Com. Biswanath Mukherjee on
November 8,1942 who was alegendary commu-
nist leader and remained secretary of the West
Bengal state unit of CPI for several years.

Com. Geetadi was studentactivistand leader
of All India Students Federation, while study-
ing in Ashutosh College, Calcutta. Shejoined the
Communist Party of India at the age of 15. She
waselected to the state council of the Party in 1946.
She rose to be a member of the national council,
national executive and secretariat of the party.
Com Geetadi was imprisoned several times
during the freedom struggle and also during the
post-independence period.

Com Geetadi was a great fighter for the em-
powerment of women. She was the president of
National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW).
She became the symbol of struggle for one third
reservation for women in all legislative bodies
including the Parliament.

Com Geetadi was elected to the West Bengal
Assembly in1967 and 1977. Later she was elected
to Lok Sabha seven times from Panskura Con-
stituency from 1980 to 2000. She was an able
Parliamentarian who used the Parliament as an
effectiveforumto articulate the cause of the work-
ing people and empowerment of women.

Com Geetadi died on March 4, 2000. Entire
country mourned her death. She was an ideal
communist who fought with dedication and
determination for the liberation of the country
notonly from the colonial rule but fromall forms
of exploitation and enslavements in the post-
independence period. She was and is a pride of
the Indian communist movement and CPI.

Letour party units begin to celebrate her birth
centenary.

Ew/a[w/

(DRaja)

General Secretary
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Rajya Sabha member and CPI na-
tional council secretary
BinoyViswam issued the following
statement on January 2, 2023 on the
verdict of the Supreme Court on de-
monetization:

Supreme Court judgment on de-
monetization stated that
JusticeNagaratna’s observations in
the case reflected the pulse of the
nation and that the majority
voicereflected the voice of the Modi
government. He also stated that the
demonetizationstroke in the night
was a blow to the foundations of the
Indianeconomy and wasprovento be
a futile exercise. He questioned the
government on the mellowpromises
made by the prime minister on the
ending of black money, eradication

CPI MP on SC Demonetization Verdict

of terrorism,and the shift to digital
transactions and said that none were
realised.

“Thousands ofindustries and
businesses were closed, crores of
people werelaid off, and nearly allof
the notes were returned.However,
the majority of the judges on the
bench refusedto see this truth. For the
poor and affected, life is the truth.”
he further stated.

Healsowentonto criticisethe gov-
ernment for keeping the Parliament
inthe darkaboutending black money,
terrorism and going digital. “Noth-
ing happens! Industriesand shops
were closed, resulting in the loss of
thousands of jobs. SC was least
concernedabout these factors,” he
continued to criticise.

CPI Celebrates
98t Foundation Day in Manipur

Manipur state council
unit of the Communist

M JoykumarLuwang

most of the forerunners
were killed. We remem-

Party of India organised a
celebration at Gandhi
Memorial Hall, Imphal on
the occasion of the
98" Foundation day of our
Party in India. The CPI
unit of Manipur also an-
nounced that “From the
day of December 26,2022,
the birth centenary com-
mences.”

On December 26, since
morning, the youths and
students of our party ar-
ranged the decoration of

among thedeparted great
leaders were Gangadhar
Adhikari, Dr PC Joshi,
Sohansing Josh, Ajoy
Ghosh, Rajeshwar Rao,

bered several conspiracy
cases against our revolu-
tionaries who fought for
the freedom and emanci-
pation of tortured people
of India.

the hall and also the sur-
roundings, including BT
Road and National High-
way 39 with Party Red
flags. The Safdar Hashmi, Munshi Langollboyaima, Chair-
celebrationsbegan at al- Premchand,HijamIrawat, man  of  Control
most mid day, at 11:30, MoirangthemIbohal, Commission, CPI,
withrevolutionarysongs Thokchom Bira, Ng. Manipur, — Dr. M.

of our party -
“ThangolAdu Maya
ThanguThouna”
(Sharpen the sickle more
and more). In the group
song there were twelve
young members of Indian
Peoples Theatre Associa-
tion (IPTA) paying
revolutionary tributes with
thesongand flowerstothe
departed party leaders.

In the photographs,
New Age Weekly

Mohendra, Ph.

Parijatamong others.

Many revolutionary
leaders were present on
the first day of Party for-
mation on December 26,
1925 at Kanpur. Whilewe
were paying tributeswith
flowers to their photo-
graphs, we remembered
their contributions at the
time of formation periods.
British tortured them and

Nara,member of Central
Control Commissionand
LThoiren, state secretary,
MSC/CPI and
LamjaTomba,vice presi-
dent of IPTA/Manipur
were on the dais in the
Presidiumand along with
them nine mass frontlead-
ers were also there with
them. Each onesitting on
daisreceived abook which
gave the outline of Party
history.

M Joykumar,assistant
secretary, CPI/Manipur
delivered the welcomead-
dress which highlighted
on the book on History of
the Party, thatincluded the
period upto the present
time. In theinaugural ad-
dress, delivered by the
party state secretary, the
topics like history of the
Communist Party, theen-
vironment of the
Communist International,
success of October Revolu-
tion, Indian freedom
movement and role of
CommunistinIndia were
highlighted. He pointed
out thatourheroic move-

ment was our
achievement.
Langollboyaimaspoke

regarding the history of
Communist in India,
about therevolutionaries
whofoughtagainst British
by sacrificing their blood.
Hementioned the peasant
movement at Telangana,
Kerala, West Bengal, and
also in  Manipur.
Thesewere thestruggleson
land and agricultural poli-
cies. In

Manipur,Jananetalrawat,
a founder of the commu-
nistmovementinManipur,
led the peasantmovement.
He also spoke about the
present political systemin
Manipur.

DrM Narahighlighted
ontheimportanteventsin
thehistory of the party and
pointed to our young party
members to fight against
the present electoral sys-
tem. Whichshould change
immediately toward anew
electoral system that
should be proportionate
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electoral system. He also
highlighted the present
problems of Indian politics
whichiscaused by the RSS
-BJP combined govern-
ment through Neo-liberal
EconomicPolicies.

“The RSS-BJP combina-
tionof the governmenthas
been tramplingall demo-
cratic institutions and
dividing the society, the
agenda of RSS imple-
mented through BJP. A
sentiment of victimhood
has been constructed
among the majority
through elaborate symbol-
ismto unite them against
theminorities. Hollowness
of development claims
made by the BJP are not
being discussed evenby the
BJPitself. Instead of giving
jobs,RSS/BJPisspreading
hatred and anxieties tothe
youth.

Dr Naraalso spokere-
garding the publicsectors
whichhad been the pillars
of our economy. But this
governmentis dismantling
the publicsector through
Neo-liberalism.Crony capi-

has been

talism

threatening our economic
sovereignty and defeating
the idea of social justice
while the multinational
corporate giants are plun-
dering our natural
resources.”

In the concluding part
of the meeting, IPTA art-
ists performed
revolutionary songs that
enthused all the partici-
pants. In growing
enthusiasm, thesloganwas
shouted by the assembled
together, "Inqilab
Jindabad Communist
Party Jindabad”.
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India’s Forgotten Feminist Savitribai Phule

“Be self-reliant, be industrious

Work, gather wisdom and
riches,

All gets lost without knowledge

We become animal without wis-
dom,

Sit idle no more, go, get educa-
tion

End misery of the oppressed and
forsaken,

You've got a golden chance to
learn

So learn and break the chains of
caste.

Throw away the Brahman’s
scriptures fast.”

- Savitribai Phule (Kavya
Phule, 1854)

All feel proud and prideinre-
membering and celebrating
Savitribai Phule on her 1924
Birth Anniversary. Shestands for-
gotten feminist. The Union
government should declare her
birthday as “Teachers” Day”. A
woman pioneer who challenged
oppressive social norms in her
quest for women’s education,
equality and justice, Savitribai
Phule is formally recognised as
India’s first woman teacher. The
above poem titled Go, Get Edu-
cation, isamong the many Phule
wrote tomakeaclarion call to the
downtrodden to pursue educa-
tion, and break free from the
shackles of the caste system.

A Dalit woman from the Mali
community, Savitribai was born
on January 3, 1831, in
Maharashtra’s Naigaon village.
Married off at the tender age of
10, her husband Jyotirao Phule
is said to have educated her at
home. Later, Jyotirao admitted
Savitribai to a teachers’ training
institution in Pune. Throughout
their life, the couple supported
each other and in doingso, broke
many social barriers.

Atatime when it was consid-
ered unacceptable for women to
evenattain education, the couple
wenton toopenaschool for girls
in Bhidewada, Pune, in1848. This
became the country’s first girls’
school.

The couple faced loud oppo-
sition against their opening
schools. The Phules opened more
such schools for girls, Shudras
and Ati-Shudras (the backward
castes and Dalits, respectively) in
Pune, leading to discontent
among Indian nationalists like

Bal Gangadhar Tilak. They op-
posed the setting up of schools for
girls and non-Brahmins, citing a
“loss of nationality”, and believ-
ing not following the caste rules
would mean a loss of nationality
itself.

The opposition to the couple
was so hostile that eventually
Jyotirao’s father Govindrao was
forced to kick them out of his
house.

Savitribai herself faced great
animosity from the upper castes,
including instances of physical
violence.

DU ad-hoc teachers
from the frying pan
into the fire

After serving for years as ‘ad-
hoc” teachers working under
adverse conditions, many such

Delhi University faculty members
are now finding themselves
shunted out of their jobs.

Thousands of teachers, for no
fault of theirs and in
conditions not of their own mak-
ing, have been employed for years
on end, at colleges of Delhi Uni-
versity - together with afew more
atsome university departments -
in exploitative‘ad-hoc’ conditions
of hyper-precariousness, humili-
ation and unequal benefits for
doing the same, regular, perennial
work necessary to the function-
ing of the university as permanent
teachers. This, despite the intent
and spirit to the contrary, of the
Contract Labour (Regulation and
Abolition) Act (CLRA Act), 1970,
and the clear provisions spelt out
in DU’s own Executive Council
(EC) Resolution No. 120 (8) of
27.12. 2007 that

In case there is a sudden, un-
expected and short vacancy,

arising out of a sudden sickness
or death, on medical grounds (in-
cluding maternity leave), abrupt
leave or any other situation that
may disrupt the normal process
of teaching-learning, anad hoc ap-
pointment may be made....

B  The ad hoc appointment
shall only be made for a period of
more than one month and up to
four months (120 days) in accor-
dance with the provisions
contained in clause 3(1) of Ordi-
nance XII.

B v) Whenever the vacancy
arises for the duration of more
than four months, the same may
befilled up on temporary basis as
per due process and procedure
thatis through a duly constituted
Selection Committee.”

Acknowledging the wrongs
they havesuffered and theinvalu-
able contributions they havemade
through the intellectual and ad-

| ministrative labour they have put

in towards the survival and daily
making of DU colleges and de-
partments as theatres of the
possible and as sites for critical
thought, social relationships and
practice forall -including for per-
manent employees - teachers
working in ‘ad-hoc’ capacity
should, inall fairness and through
appropriate mechanisms that re-
spect the framework of the
200-Point DoPT Roster, be re-
tained as permanent faculty. This
would, by any norms and stan-
dards of natural justice, be the
only dignified and just measure
of recognising the well-deserved
claimto theirjobs thathasaccrued
to ‘ad-hocs’ as an earned right
through dint of long histories of
work doneby themintheadverse,
if not hostile, working conditions
and environments thrust upon
them.

The declining learning
outcomes of students

Lockdowns to contain the
spread of Covid-19 impacted mil-
lions of children through much of
2020 and 2021. While schools had
started reopening intermittently
in 2021, it was only this year that
schools across the country opened
up fully and welcomed children
back toclassrooms. When they did
so, they were not simply picking
up where they had left in 2020:
they were on a backfoot.

There had been concerns about

the impact of school closures on
learning outcomes right from the

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C Adbikesawan

early days of the pandemic. In
May, findings of the
government’s National Achieve-
ment Survey 2021 were released.
The previous round of the survey
was conducted in 2017, on the
other side of the pandemic.

The survey is a national-level
large-scale assessment tool. It tests
students of Classes 3, 5, 8 and 10
on theirlearning outcomes related
to language, mathematics, envi-
ronmental studies (Classes 3 and
5), language, mathematics, sci-
ence and social science for Class
8 and modern Indian language,
mathematics, science, social sci-
ence and English for Class 10.

Compared to the scores from
2017, National Achievement Sur-
vey 2021 reported lower mean
scores for students across grades
and subjects. Almost a quarter of
surveyed students (24%) said they
did not have a digital device at
home, 38% said they faced diffi-
culty in learning at home during
the pandemic and 78% said they
found learning at home burden-
some.

The survey alsofound a decline
in the learning outcomes of stu-
dents for older students. While the
average score for mathematics
was 306 on 500 (61.2%) for Class
3, the corresponding scores for
Classes 5, 8 and 10 were 284, 255,
and 220 respectively. The trends
were similar for other subjects as
well.

Another survey released in
2022 highlighted the huge learn-
ing losses of the pandemic years.
In the survey conducted in schools
of Jharkhand by a civil society
organisation, a large share of
teachers reported that many stu-
dents of Class 3-5 had almost
forgottentoread and write by the
time they were back to the class-
room in 2022

New Age Weekly
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Kedar Das: Builder of Powerful

Thename of Kedar Das is inextricably linked with
working class and trade union movement of Bihar
and India. He went into pages of history for the fa-
mous and historic Jamshedpur struggle of 1958.

KedarLal Das was
born on January 4, 1913
in Gurmaha (Pachari)
village in the then
Darbhanga district (pres-
ently Madhubani
district) of Bihar, in a
lower middle class rural
family. His father was
ShHarinanadan Dasand
mother SmtSugawati.
Their economic condi-
tion was deplorable.
Consequently, Kedar
had to take up ajob with
his cousinbrother Shyam
Behari Lal Das in
Jamshedpur in1934. He
workedthere in the
Tinplate Company as a
clerk. Kedar could study
only up to Matric.

In Trade Union
movement

The management of
Tinplate Company was
intensely anti-worker.
Kedar Das came into
contact with the famous
trade union leader Prof
Abdul Bari, who was a
Congressman. Kedar too
joined the Congress. To
drive a wedge, they
raised the wages of
Kedar compared to
other workers. Kedar did
notacceptit, thusenrag-
ing the British
management and was
dismissed. After that,
Kedar Dasbecamea full-
time functionary of trade
union movement.

Hazara Singh was a
great revolutionary of a
poor family of
Hoshiyarpur, Punjab. He
was sentenced to
‘Kalapani’. Afterrelease,
he came to Jamshedpur,
organising the workers.
Strike had been going on
for nine months in
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Jamshedpur, culminat-
ing in events of July 1
1939. Hazara Singh and
PyaraSinghlay downon
the ground in front of the
factory gate to prevent
breaking strike. The com-
pany truckran over both
of them and killed them.
They died in the Tata
Main Hospital on July 2,
1939. This peaceful pick-
eting took place at Wire
Products Company. Af-
ter the tragic event,
Kedar Das decided to
dedicate his wholelife to
the cause of the workers,
and would remain un-
married.

In 1942
movement

Mahatma Gandhi
wentonhunger strikein
1942. There was country-
wide solidarity
movementinhissupport.
Kedar Das toojoined the
movement.  Conse-
quently, hewas arrested
and sentenced to six
months” imprisonment.
After release, he was
elected secretary of
Tinplate Workers’
Union, with Dr Abdul
Bari as the president.

Joining CPI
Kedar Das joined the
Communist Party of In-
diain1943. Hedid active
party work in
Jamshedpurandall over
Bihar.

In TU movement

Kedar Das founded
the Jamshedpur
Mazdoor Union (JMU)in
1952. It was affiliated to
AITUC in 1957. Sunil
Mukherjee was elected
its president and Kedar
Das general

secretary.Thousands of
Tatanagar Foundry
Company workers were
led by Kedar Das. Man-
agement dismissed TU
activist Suresh Prasad.
Kedar Das sat on an in-
definite hunger strike,
after the negotiations
failed, at Golmuri
Maidan in Jamshedpur.
Management was forced
to take Suresh back on

the job.
Historic

strike of 1958

Jamshedpur Mazdoor
Union (JMU) led a mag-

nificent battle to restore
the recognition of work-
ers’ rights in 1957-58.
JMU was a powerful
union, havingamember-
ship of over 19,000 out of
33,000 in the TISCO
alone. It raised the de-
mand for revision of basic
pay, increase in DA and
recognition. As early as
October 1957, Union
wrote to the Labour
Commissioner for
proper reorganization of
the works committees
(WC), and to allow J]MU
representatives into the
WCs. The 15* Indian
Labour Conference rec-
ommended revised
wages for iron and steel
industry, and thus the

workers’ demand was
quite legitimate.

JMU submitted a
memorandum on Febru-
ary 26,1958 to the Prime
Minister. AITUC delega-
tion led by SA Dange
himself met the PM and
labour minister.

Strike became inevi-
table, and the workers of
TISCO (Tata Iron and
Steel Company) wenton
proteststrikeonMay 12,
1958 under the leader-
ship of Kedar Das.
Twelve hundred volun-
teers with JMU badges
kept the essential ser-

vicesrunning. Kedar Das
was accompanied in this
struggle by such out-
standingleadersas Barin
De, Ali Amjad,
Satyanarayan Singh, O
Gopalan, Ramavatar
Singh andothers. Begin-
ning May 15, TISCO
management dismissed
some 400 workers as
punishment. Workers of
Jamshedpur responded
by going on complete
strike on May 16, 1958.
JMU organized asolidar-
ity strike on May 2, 1958
and all the workers
struck for an indefinite
period. Police entered
JMU office at the famous
Sakchi Building and ar-
rested Ali Amjad,

SatyanarayanSinghand
others. Kedar Das was
absentat the time. Work-
ers protested. There
were lathi charges and
police firings in which
two workers died.
Beginning with May
18, the management in-
dulged in largescale
provocations.OnMay 21
(1958), there was protest
hartalin the whole town.
Special cases were insti-
tuted against Kedar Das,
Amjad Ali, Barin De,
Habibur Rehman,
Gopalan, Gur BuxSingh,
Kartar Singh, Satya
NarayanSingh, etc. They
were charged with con-
spiring to blow up the
factories, destroy the
blast furnace, loot the
assets, etc. Some 135
cases were instituted in
aSpecial CourtinSakchi.
Kedar Das, Barin De,
Amjad Ali and O
Gopalanwere sentenced
to9years’ imprisonment.

The management be-
gan to issue ‘pink cards’
to some workers. That
meant other workers
could not enter the pre-
mises. But the workers
forced the management
to withdraw the pink
cards. Even military
forceswere called outon
the streets of
Jamshedpur.

Kedar Das went un-
derground. The
governmentorganised a
huge group of police to
track him down. Thou-
sands of policemen were
deployed to arrest him,
accompanied by magis-
trates, 1G, DIG, SP etc.
Labour minister
Vinodanand Jha himself
came to Jamshedpur.
Thehouse of Kedar Das’s
relative Kamalapati Das
wasraided several times
during the night.
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Working Class Movement

Reaching
assembly
secretly

KedarBabu secretly
reached  Assembly
House in Patna, taking
asylum there to partici-
patein debate oncharges
againsthimand in theno-
confidence motion.
Hundreds of people
camefor his‘darshan’ for
the two days he was
there. He was arrested
from Assembly Lobby at
midnight of May 27*.

Working class dis-
played unprecedented
mobilization and unity,
and themanagementand
the government had to
beatahasty retreat. Most
of their demands were
met after facing untold
repressions. Around 800
workers were dis-
missed. The workers
vowed to takerevengein
the general elections, and
they did.

The JMU called upon
the workers to resume
work from May 29, 1958.
AITUC called for nation-
wide relief for workers’
families.

But the ‘Jamshedpur
Conspiracy Case’against
the vanguard leadership
dragged on. Police
chargesheet dated Au-
gust 5, 1958 stated that
‘CPI-cum-JMU’ leaders
Kedar Das and others
were bent upon “taking
law in their handsresult-
ing into breach of peace’
and upon preaching
violence.Police crowded
the small court withrifles
and bayonets. The lead-
ers were sentenced in
1960-61. Kedar Babu
could nothave contested
1962 elections. Therefore,
CPI decided to set up
Sunil Mukherjee as its
candidate, who achieved
a resounding victory,

winning by 7000 votes to
the Assembly. CPI won
12seatsinthe Assembly.
Dr Udaykar Mishra of
CPI won the Lok Sabha
seat from this constitu-
ency.

The wages of Tata
workerswereincreased,
as also those of the steel
plants all over the coun-

try.
Contesting
elections
Kedar Das contested
the elections of 1957 to
the Bihar Assembly from

Jamshedpur on CPI
ticket. Theworking class

to protect Kedarda, who
also got injured.

In1969, ajointstruggle
committee was formed
demanding implemen-
tation of
recommendations of
Engineering  Wage
Board. Kedar Das, Dr
Akhouri and Prof
Brajnandan Kishore
were the mainleaders. A
big meeting was held in
Tinplate Maidan on No-
vember 17, 1969; Kedar
Das informed the meet-
ing that the negotiations
had failed. Anindefinite
strike was announced
fromNovember18. Forty

Biographies of
Communist

Leaders-78

== Anil Rajimwale =

supported him hugely,
sending him to the As-
sembly withrecord votes.
He won the elections
again in 1969 and 1972.

Kedar Das continued
struggles and work for
industrial workers of
Jamshedpur and Bihar
even after being elected.
He led a 7-day strike of
Telcoand Tinplate work-
ersin 1957.

CPI split in 1964;
Kedar Das remained
throughout with CPIL.

Another historic
strike, 1969

The Tata workers con-
tinued to fight through
the 1960s. Kedar Das led
the gherao of the general
office of the Cable Com-
pany in1967. They were
lathi-charged by the se-
curity guards. Jwala
Singh and Salim took the
blows upon themselves

thousand workers struck
for48 daysrunning. Top
all India leaders like SA
Dange, Indrajit Gupta,
Jagannath Sarkar,
Chaturanan Mishra,

Ratan Roy,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Ramanand Tiwari,

George Fernandes etc
met the strikers.

The strike was with-
drawn only after PM
Indira Gandhi inter-
vened, which was
announced on AIR (ra-
dio) by labor minister
Bhagwat Jha Azad.

Jamshedpur Contract
Workers” Union was es-
tablished on December
29,1971, whose presi-
dent was Kedar Das and
general secretary Dilip
Ghosh. It was agreed on
August 17,1979 that all
contractlaborers would
be permanent. Kedar
Dashad gone to Moscow

for treatment, being seri-
ously ill. The agreement
was reached only on his
return. Consequently,
about 2600 workers be-
came permanent with
effect from January 14,
1980.

AITUC
conference, 1981

30" session of AITUC
was held in Jamshedpur
from October 13, 1970,
participated in by more
than 7000 delegates and
othersfromallover India
and foreign countries.
Kedardawastheleading
organiser.

Struggle of
contract
laborers, 1981

TISCO management
refused to give perma-
nentjobs to 10 thousand
contractworkers. Conse-
quently, workers went
onalightning strike from
February 11,1981 led by
Kedar Das. The manage-
ment refused to join the
tripartite negotiations
initiated by the labour
commissioner. Conse-
quently, workers came
outinahuge procession
onFebruary 15,1981 from
BariMaidanled by Kedar
Das. Lathi charge and
stoning followed, in
whichKedar Daswasin-
jured. He announced
hunger strike during a
meeting onFebruary 18,
creating widespread
ripples, both among
workers and manage-
ment. He was requested
by everybody not to go
onthe hunger strike, but
he was determined todo
sO.

OnFebruary 19,1981,
he suddenly fell down
while shaving and suf-
fered brain
haemorrhage. He died
same day on February 19,
1981 at the age of 71. His
body was brought to the
CPI officeand amassive

procession came out on
February 20, partici-
pated in by more than a
lakh of people.

The blast furnace of
TISCO stopped only
thrice in its life: when
Gandhiji was murdered
in 1948, during 1958
struggle, and in the 1981
struggle, both led by
Kedar Babu.

Kedar Das was very
simple in his daily life,
frugal, soft-spoken,
speaking very little, but
creating mass effect. It
was an extremely effec-
tive and able working
classleadership pro-
vided by the galaxy of
Kedar Das, Barin De, Ali
Amjad,Dr.Udayakar
Mishra, O Gopalan and
others. An ascetic in the
typical Communist
mould, Kedar Das or
Kedar Babu dressed
simply and ate little. He
also spoke little but
when he spoke, people
listened.

Paritosh Bhattacharya,
an ardent follower of
Kedar Das, wrote
in M o tif,
an avantgarde weekly
paper : “To be with the
people during the storms
is an immortal bequest
ever renewed by selfless
people like Kedar Das
for usheringinahappier
and nobler life for every-
one, everywhere on
earth.” In that article,
Bhattacharya quoted
Nikolai Vuptsarov, a
young Bulgarian poet
who was shot by a Nazi
firing squad during
World War II. The night
before he was shot,
Vuptsarov wrotea short
poem, which
Bhattacharyaresurrected
in his homage to his
much-loved and much-
missed Kedar-da : After
the firing squad, the
worms,/ Thus does the
simple logic go,/ But in
the storm I will be with
you,/ My people, be-
cause I loved you so!

Kedar dalives for ever!!
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sent to the Bill to ban
online gambling. Citing
the ominous misuse of
the Raj Bhavan for politi-
calactivities Mutharasan
posed a direct question
atR,NRavi, asking if the
RajBhavan was the office
of the governor or the
office of the BJP. “This
crowd is only to caution
you to say that the CPI
shall not remain a mute
spectator to the abuse of
governor’s office” re-
proached Mutharasan.
Struggles, campaigns
and agitations, he pro-
claimed  will be
intensified till R N Ravi
is withdrawn.

RNallakannu, veteran
party leader and free-
dom fighter flagged off
the procession. The pro-
testers were stopped and
arrested before the pro-
cessionreached near the
RajBhavan gates. But the
huge crowd of protesters
sent a strong message to
the Union government
and its political tool RN
Ravithat their evil deeds
and sinister designs shall
be fought to finish.

Delhi

The party Delhi state
council marking the day
held a demonstration at
Jantar Mantar demanding
theabolition of the posts
of governors and lieuten-
ant governors so that the
federal character of the
country can be saved.
The meeting was con-
ducted by Delhi state
secretariat member
Shankarlal. It was ad-
dressed by party
national council secre-
tary Amarjeet Kaur and
state council secretary
Prof Dinesh Varshney.

Addressing the meet-
ing Amarjeet Kaur said
that the Modi govern-
ment appointed

New Age Weekly

governorsand lieutenant
governors are working
against the spirit of the
federal character of In-
dian Constitution. They
are acting as if they are
the elected governors.
Raj Bhavans have be-
come the centres to
topple the elected gov-
ernments of opposition
party ruled states, she
said. They are making
efforts toimplement the
agenda of RSS-BJP
throughharnessing com-
munal politics in the
states.

In Kerala, Amarjeet
Kaur pointed out the
governor is halting
government’s projects
for development. The

same is happening in
Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Jharkhand,
Chattisgarh, etc. Raj
Bhavans were used to
topple the governments
inMaharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh. She also ex-
plained in detail the
composite culture of In-
dia. She demanded on
behalf of party national
council to abolish the
posts of governors and
lieutenant governors.

Addressing the pro-
testers, Dinesh Varshney
said that governors have
no right to disturb the
unique features of India
which are very well en-
shrined in Indian
Constitution. It is better
to leave the governance

of states to the elected

governments there.
Others who ad-
dressed include

Thrumalai Raman, gen-
eral secretary AIYF,
Harish Bala, president
Karnataka AIYF, Satish,
AITUC Delhi state gen-
eral secretary, Vijay
Tiwari, Mukesh
Kashyap deputy general
secretaries of Delhi
AITUC, Sashi Kumar,
secretary AIYF Delhi
state,

Sharda Devi, Trea-
surer Delhi state NFIW.

Andhra Pradesh
In response to call

given by the party na-

tional executive, Andhra

5235@3)”
\ atﬁﬁei ﬁéﬁlﬂ:ﬁl dﬂﬁ%ﬂ 133)“

Pradesh state council of
the party took out a
Chalo RajBhavanmarch.
Party ranks gathered in
big numbers at party
state  headquarters
Dasari Bhavan. There
was police deployed in
huge numbers around
the party office. Aspro-
cession started
demandingsave federal-
ism, defend democracy
and abolish system of
governors, policestarted
totakeinto custody state
council secretary K
Ramakrishna, Akkineni
Vanaja, party national
executive  member,
DonepudiShankar, state
executive member, G
Koteshwar Rao,
Vijayawada city secre-

tary. There was a tussle
between police person-
nel and party ranks for
some time. Subse-
quently police arrested
leaders at petrol bunk
and shifted them to
Governorpet police sta-
tion.

Prior to arrest K
Ramakrishnahad stated
thatModi after coming to
power is not honouring
therights of states. Heis
not granting special sta-
tus to Andhra Pradesh.
More over the central
government is stating
thatitisaclosed chapter.
Assurances givenin Par-
liament at the time of
bifurcation arenot being
implemented. Though
Jaganmohan Reddy had
gone to Delhi and made
request, Modi is not re-

sponding at all.

BJP government is
bent upon dethroning
democratically elected
non-BJP governments. It
is encouraging defec-
tions and with the help of
governors had
destabilised nine non-
BJP governments.
Ramakrishna explained
how governorsof Kerala,
Tamil Nnadu,
Telanganaand West Ben-
gal are utilising the
systemand interferingin
policy matters of state
governments. Governors
have come to a stage
where they are in a posi-
tion to threaten even
democratically elected
governments. If BJP con-
tinues the same policy,
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party will intensify the
agitation till the gover-
nor system is abolished
and federalism is de-
fended. All democratic
minded sections have to
come forward to
strengthen the move-
ment.

Donepudi Shankar,
state executive member
while addressing stated
that nowadays political
persons are being ap-
pointed as governors
which is the most un-
democratic one.
Impartial intellectuals
and political experts ac-
cepted by vast section of
populace should be
made governors.

G Koteshwar Rao city
secretary alsoaddressed
the protesters. The ar-
rested include Nakka
Veerabhadra Rao party
city assistant secretary,
Panchadarla Durgamba,
OrsuBharathi, Tammina
Durga, Neelapu,

Bhagyalaxmi, Kitty
Ramana Rao, Duggirala
Seetharavamma, Lanka
Govindarajulu, Padala
KanakaRao, Ravikumar.

Telangana

Party national council
secretary Syed Azeez
Pasha said that if BJP
government led by Modi
misuses system of gov-
ernors for their political
ends, CPI will intensify
agitations throughout
the nation in order to
dethrone the Modi gov-
He
addressing a demonstra-
tion, at Ambedkar statue,
Tankbund, Hyderabad,
under the auspices of
party Hyderabad coun-
cil. Demonstration was
led by VSBoseand ET
Narsimha state secre-

ernment. was

tariat members, Stalin
and B Chaayadevi, city
party assistant secretar-

ies. Demonstrators
wearing black pants and
On Page12
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What is Wrong in Labour Codes -V

1. Disputes relating
to termination of indi-
vidual worker: The
worker may apply to the
Industrial Tribunal for
adjudication of the dis-
pute. The worker may
apply to the Tribunal 45
daysafter theapplication
for the conciliation of the
dispute was made. This
bars the employees from
taking the shelter of civil
courts where chances of
getting justice are better
since the courts decide
the cases on the merit of
law unlike the tribunals
where administrative
considerations many a
times get more and un-
due consideration.

Apart from above
there is a provision of a
Grievance Settlement
Authority to which cer-
tainindividual grievance
can be referred(Chapter
IIB).

Compared to this, the
mechanism for resolu-
tion of industrial
disputes in the Code
(chapter VII)isasunder:

(i) Conciliation of-
ficer,

(ii) Industrial Tribu-
nal (one or more): Two
member Tribunal; one a
Judicial Member and the
other an Administrative
Member;

(iii) A bench of the
Tribunal: This shall con-
sistof aJudicial Member
and a Administrative
Member or a single Judi-
cial Member or a single
Administrative Member;

(iv) National Tribunal
(one ormore):Twomem-
ber Tribunal;, one a
Judicial Member and the
other an Administrative
Member.

A Bench consisting of
aJudicial Member and an
Administrative Member
shall entertain and de-

cide the cases only relat-
ing to (a) theapplication
and interpretation of
Standing Order, (b) dis-
charge or dismissal cases
of workers, (c) illegality
or otherwise of strike or
lockout, (d) retrench-
ment

(i) judge of a High
Court) Tribunal.

A Bench consisting of
a Judicial Member and
an Administrative Mem-
ber shall entertain and
decide the cases only
relating to (a) the appli-
cationand interpretation
of Standing Order, (b)
discharge or dismissal
cases of workers, (c) ille-
gality or otherwise of
strike or lockout, (d) re-
trenchmentand closure,
and (d) Trade Union dis-
putes.

And the remaining
cases shall be entertained
and decided by the bench
of the Tribunal consisting
of either a Judicial Mem-
ber oran Administrative
Member of the Tribunal.

This shows that a
single person (consisting
of only an Administra-
tive Member) Tribunal
canbe there.This mecha-
nism for resolution of
industrial disputesin the
Codereflectsa tendency
to give overriding
weightage toadministra-
tive considerations as
compared to legal point
of view. This favours
employers and harms
workers.Thereisno pro-
vision in the Industrial
Disputes Act for any Tri-
bunal consisting of

Administrative Mem-
bers.)

Apart from above
mechanism, for indus-
trial establishments
employing 20 or more
workers thereisa provi-
sion of (1) Work

RS Yadav

Committee to promote
measures for securing
and preserving amity
and good relationship
between employers and
workers,and (2) aGriev-
ance Redressal
Committeeforresolution
of disputes.

The Bill provides that
the government can de-
fer the enforcement of the
award passed by a Tri-
bunal on public grounds
affecting national
economy or social jus-
tice. The Industrial
Dispute Act, 1947 has
similar provision. Ma-
dras High Court and
Andhra Pradesh struck
down this provision on
constitutional ground
and held that the power
to the executive to de-
clineenforcinganaward
or modify it allows the
executive to sitinappeal
over the decision of the
Tribunal, and therefore
violates the separation of
powers between the ex-
ecutive and judiciary,
which formsa part of the
basic structure of the
Constitution. The Parlia-
mentary Standing
Committee on Labour
also had recommended
removing this provision
in view of these judg-
ments.

5 Twoyears’ limita-
tion for industrial
disputes: The limitation
of twoyearsforanindus-
trial dispute is unreal.
Sometimes workers
avoidreferringa dispute
for conciliation for fear of
reprisal from the employ-
ers. They fear that the
employer may terminate
the services at this point
of time. After getting
permanency or getting
better unionized they

raise the dispute.So, such
alimitationis only away
of defeating the legiti-
mate rights of workers.

The Code on
Social Security,
2020

The Code on Social
Security, 2019 was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha
on December 11, 2019.
The Code wasreferred to
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on
Labour. Thereportof the
Standing Committee was
placed before both the
Houses of Parliament on
September 15,2020. The
Bill was reintroduced as
the Code onSocial Secu-
rity, 2020 and has been
passed by the Lok Sabha
on September 22, 2020,
Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 23, 2020.1t received
the assent of the Presi-
dent on28 September,
2020. The Draft Rules for
the Code were published
on 13 November, 2020.

The stated objective of
the Act is to amend and
consolidate the laws re-
lating to social security
with the goal to extend
social security to all em-
ployees and workers
eitherin the organized or
unorganized or any other
sectors and for matters
connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

The Code on Social
Security is toreplaceand
repeal the undernoted
Acts:

1. The Employees’
Compensation Act, 1923;

2. The Employees’
State Insurance Act, 1948:

3. The Employees’
Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provi-
sions Act, 1952;

4. The Employment
Exchanges (Compulsory
Notification of Vacan-

cies) Act. 1959;

5. The Maternity
Benefit Act, 1961;

6. The Payment of
Gratuity Act, 1972;

7. The Cine-Work-
ers Welfare Fund Act,
1981;

8. TheBuildingand
Other Construction
Workers” WefareCess
Act, 1996;

9. TheUnorganised
Workers’ Social Security
Act, 2008.

Issues of concern

1. The Code does
not emphasize social se-
curity asaright. Whatis
required for social secu-
rity is a universal and
right-based entitlement
with statutory provi-
sions and mnot the
contributory/optional
schemes or State largesse
based on request by the
worker/his family, and
discretion by petty offi-
cials. The Code does not
go in this direction.

2. The Social Secu-
rity Code looks like a
political manifesto than
a legal document. Most
of its promises are vague
and without a roadmap
to actualize them. The
Code is loaded with
phrases like “as may be
specified” and “as may
be formulated”.

3. The Code does
not provide universal
and comprehensive so-
cial security coverage,
and it deprives more
workers than it covers.

4. The Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on Labour (2020) had rec-
ommended thatthe Code
should provide a frame-
work for achieving
universal social security
within a definite time
frame. It made several

On Page14
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shirts and ladies with
black sarees raised slo-
gans against system of
governorsand indefence
of Constitution, democ-
racy and federalism.

Azeez Pasha, further
stated that Modi is con-
tinuously disrupting
Centreand staterelations
and above all snatching
away democratic rights
of the states. BJP is
utilising governors in
order to destabilise non-
BJP governments in the
states. Healso expressed
anger for utilising Raj
Bhavans as their political
offices which is most
unconstitutional. If Modi
governmentcontinues to
hurdle federal system
and democracy, there is
no other alternative for
CPI except to intensify
nationwideagitationsin
order to dethrone BJP
government headed by
Modi.

V S Bose, Telangana
state secretariat member,
CPI, inhisaddressstated
that governors contrary
to their constitutional
duties, are openly
criticising policy deci-
sions of state
governments and creat-

ing hurdles by not put-
ting signatures on
democratically  ap-

proved billsinlegislative
bodies.

Others who spoke in-
clude ET Narasimha,
state secretariat member

Chaithanya, Shahana
Anjum and others also
participated.

Demonstration was
held under the auspices
of party district council

of Bhadradri
Kothagudem.

Non - BJP States

address demanded that
system of governors
which has become pup-
pet of central
government must be
abolished. The system of
governors is most out-
dated whichwas created
duringthe period of Brit-
ish imperialists. It is

and city secretary, Prem
Pavani, senior party
leader.

In the demonstration,
city party executive
m e m b e r ,
KamathamYadagiri,
Shankar Nayak, Padala
Nalini, Nerlakanti
Srikanth, B
Venkatesham, Vujjini

Ratnakar, (AITUC),
Shamshuddin, R
Mallesh, Arutla
Rajkumar (DHPS),

Balakrishna,
Mahamood, Jangaiah,

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Telangana state
council secretary, after
garlanding the statue of
the architect of the Con-
stitution Ambedkar
addressed the demon-
strators. Demonstrators
with black shirts and la-
dies with black sarees,
carrying black flags ex-
pressed their protest
against system of gover-
nors. Mass organisations
also took partin the pro-
test.

Sambasiva Rao in his

ChinmohanSehanbish and himself
became a stalwart in the field of the
discourse of Indology and material-
ism. His furtherresearch on Carvaka
placed him as an authority of inter-
national repute in the genre. An
undying believer of Marxism, he
wrotenumerous articles and several

Comrade Ramkrishna
Bhattacharya is No More

In 2022 we lost a noted scholar
and philosopher,a great Marxist in-

tellectual Ramkrishna against the con-
Bhattacharya. Professor sumerist
Bhattacharya was President of the intelligentsia
BPSF (West Bengal State Councilof and pro-capital-
the AISF) in the late sixties. During jst cultural
hisacademic and political upbring-  establishments.
inghe cameincontactwiththethen Ag 4 teacher of
intellectual Mohicans of the West masterly qualities
Bengal CPI namely Gopal Halder, ,; ong with a
Debiprasad  Chattopadhyay, unique under-
Goutam Chattopadhyay,

Tagore,

books on aesthetics and classical literature,
Indology and epics, razor-sharp polemic

standing of literature and philosophy, he
approached theliterary analysis of several
Bengali authors including Rabindranath
Bankim
Chattopadhyay,Bibhuti
Bandopadhyay. He was a well recognised
and respected resort of revolutionary
academia and undaunted Marxists.

Chandra
Bhushan
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interfering in the admin-
istrative matters of state
governments and is
harming the very demo-
cratic system. CPI will
resist these malicious
attempts and fight out,
Sambasiva Rao said.

Addressing the dem-
onstrators at district
collector’s office in
Siddipet, party national
executive member
Chada Venkata Reddy
said governors system
which is being trans-
formed into an
anti-constitutional force
and diluting democracy
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inthe country, should be
abolished. CPI will
launch more militant
struggles till that system
isabolished, he warned.

Uttar Pradesh

InUttar Pradesh, dem-
onstrations were held in
different districtsfor sav-
ing the federal structure
of the country and sent
memorandums to Presi-
dent.

In the memorandum,
it has been underlined
that RSS-BJP government
hasbeentryingtochange
the structure of the gov-
ernance from federal to
autocratic. To meet the
purpose, they are taking
steps to weaken the fed-
eral character of our
system. They are also
trying to create distur-
bances in non- BJP
governed states, and itis
done through the gover-
nors of these states,
whichis clearly violation
of the Constitution.

Hence it has been
urged to the President of
the country that the fed-
eral structure must be
protected and the post of
governor be abolished.

According tosources,
there have been dharna
organized in districts
and the memorandums
have been sent to her
through district magis-
trates.

Glorifying Myths....

From Page 5

minister had in 2014 said that in ancient times science in
our country was somuch advanced that thehead of an elephant
could be transplanted on a man’s head and also that genetic
science was so developed in our country that Karan could be
born without mother’s womb. Many scientists also started ex-
pressing similar views. The Vice Chancellor of Andhra Pradesh
University G. Nageswara Rao said in the Indian Science Con-
gressatJalandhar that the Kauravas who numbered 100 were
born due to advanced stem cell research and technology in our
country. Recently, the Indian Space Research Organization -
ISRO and the Indian Council for Historical Research - ICHR
have started working together on how to integrate ancient sci-

ence withmodernscience.

When the forces in power fail to act in the interests of the
common people, then they try to highlight the achievements of
the society in the pastin such a way that the people forget the
failures of the ruling circles and are obsessed with the glory of

the achievements of the past.

Itis time we understand how suchforces thrive on concocted
storiesand false propaganda. Aliespokentimeand againappears
tobe truthand becomes part of people’s psyche. The struggle
against the forces of obscurantismis not only political or eco-
nomic but there is a need to struggle at every level including
developing scientific outlook ineducation and healthcare based
onpresent day developments inmedical science.
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Cuban Revolution’s 64" Anniversary

Congratulations to the
great Cuban people on the
64rd anniversary of the
Cuban revolution. Cuba
celebrated the 64rd anniver-
sary of its revolutio.

Reiterating thathe vis-
ited the country’s
scientific institutions
that contributed to the
struggle against the
coronavirus pandemic,
Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel said on Twit-
ter that he is convinced
that Cuban science will
develop further in 2022.

Minister of Education,
Ena Elsa Velazquez
Cobiella, said on Twitter:
“Congratulations to all
Cubans. We continue
working and succeed-
ing.”

Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro and
Bolivian President Luis
Arce Catacora congratu-
lated the revolution in
messages delivered on
social media.

The Cuban Revolu-
tion on Jan. 1, 1959,
broughtabout the fall of
the regime of dictator
Fulgencio Batista and
the rise to power the
leader of the guerrilla
rebels Fidel Castro Ruz.

January 1, 2023, we
joined the good people
of Cuba to celebrate the
64th anniversary of the
Cuban Revolution; an
event that changed the
face of Cuba. The Cuban
Revolution was
launched on 1 January
1959, and led by the late
Commandant Fidel
Castro. This historic
eventof the CubanRevo-
lution has deeply
influenced numerous
struggles in many parts
of the world.

This year’s anniver-
sary is celebrated alsoin
the background of the
inauguration of Presi-
dent Lula da Silva of
Brazil. Sadly, the event
hasbeenrobbed of its an-
nual fanfare due to the

death of the King of Soc-
cer, King Pele.

The success of the
Cuban Revolution has
never been in the good
books of the United
States government from
the beginning. The US
saw that the overthrow of
itsclient, the corruptdic-
tator General Fulgencio
Batista posed a threat,
eventhoughnotthecase,
toitseconomic, political
and military interests,
including the

\
Guantanamo Bay naval
basein Cuba. Batistawas
a military dictator, who

brutalized Cuba from
1952 to 1959.

The UShad refused to
talk to the leaders of the
Cuban Revolution, and
instead invented every
covert activity toisolate
the Caribbean nation,
unleash collective pun-
ishment, wreck its
economy and destabilize
theIsland’s institutions.
This policy has continued
to this date and the aim
remained the same- to
force the Cuban people
torise upand overthrow
theirrevolutionary gov-
ernment. But this has
failed and the Cuban
Revolution is thriving
without compromising
its underlying values
and socialist principles.

Inspiteall attempts to
inflictharm on the revo-
lutionary government
Cuba did not abandon
other nations and
peoples that were fight-
ing to free themselves
from the shackles of co-
lonialism and other
foreign domination.

Cuba played important
role in the liberation
struggle of Africa and
other nations.

So, National Libera-
tion Movementsall over
theworld saw the Cuban
Revolution as a good
example to free their
countries and peoples
from the manipulative
mechanism of imperial-
ism. In the process, the
Cuban Revolutionary
Leader, Fidel Castrohad
tosurvive 317 assassina-

tion attempts on his life.
Out of its own weak

powers, due to the US
blockade and wunde-
clared economic war,
Cuban accompanied
South Africa to obtainits
freedom and national
sovereignindependence
from the obnoxious
apartheid regime in
1994. Before this time,
most countries of Africa
had their independence
with the support of the
revolutionary govern-
ment of Cuba.

The Cuban people
will always celebrate
January 1, as the day of
freedomand human dig-
nity, thankful to the
Cuban Revolution. De-
spite the unjustblockade
and other coercive ac-
tionsinitiated by the US,
Cuba has achieved suc-
cessinareassuchasfood
security, health care,
education and amateur
sport. As manifested on
the ground, in all of
these, the Cuban Revolu-
tion has continued to
extend its solidarity to
help poor countries that
really need help in na-

tion-building and pros-
perity.

Althoughmany of the
greatleaderswholed the
Cuban Revolution, in-
cluding unforgettable
figureslike Fidel Castro,
Che Guevara, Vilma
Espin and many others,
arenolonger onthescene
and have succumbed to
the will of God, their liv-
ing monument, and that
of the Cuban Revolution,
is to be found in the
changed living stan-
dards of the Cuban
people and in the hearts
of struggling people
across the world.

On this historic day,
wecallonthe UStohave
asecond look atits policy
towards Cuba and to re-
move all threats and
obstacles that hinder the
development of that
country and people.

We call on the Joe
Biden administration in
Washington to follow the
footpath of its predeces-
sor, former president
Barrack Obama and re-
store a  peaceful,
harmonious and mutu-
ally beneficial
relationship with Cuba.
This we believe was one
of the reasons for US citi-
zens rejected former
president Donald
Trump’s bid for re-elec-
tion in 2000.

‘Nearly every war has
been the result of cor-
porate media lies’

Julian Assange
once observed that,
‘Nearly every war has
been the result of media
lies.” For daring to pub-
lish evidence of US war
crimes, Assange now sits
in the high-security
Belmarsh prisonin Lon-
don, at risk of being
extradited to the US
within the next few
weeks. The prospects for
a fair trial range from
miniscule to zero.

In a recent interview,
WikiLeaks Editor-in-

Diary of

International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Chief Kristinn Hrafnsson
told USjournalist Glenn
Greenwald that legal
avenues in London to
challenge Assange’s un-
lawful extradition were
being exhausted. Whatis
needed now is, not re-
course to a legal system
that is subservient to
power, but a political
fight, as
Hrafnsson explained.
The Guardian re-
cently joined with the
New York Times, Le
Monde, El Pais and Der
Spiegel in publishing
an openletter callingon
USPresident Joe Biden to
end Assange’s prosecu-
tion. [thasbeentenyears
since Assange sought
refugein London’s Ecua-
dorian embassy. After
being dragged from the
embassy by police in
April 2019, Assange has
been locked up in the
harsh  regime  of
Belmarsh prison, suffer-
ing from failing physical
and mental health. In-
deed, according to then
UN Special Rapporteur
onTorture, Nils Melzer,
Assangeisliterally a vic-
tim of torture. In 2020, the
prestigious medical
journal, The Lancet,
published a letter
from Doctors for
Assange, with 216 signa-
tories from 33 countries,
drawing urgent atten-
tion to ‘the ongoing
torture and medical ne-
glect of Julian Assange.’

Political writer Tho-
mas Scripps noted that
the open letter from the
fivenewspapers:'makes
clear that Assange has
been the victim of amon-
strous campaign of state
persecution, costing him
years of hislifeand good
health, forrevealing state
criminality, designed to
seta chilling example for
others.’
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recommendations for
expanding the coverage
of establishments, em-
ployees, and type of
benefits. These include:
(i) reconsidering estab-
lishment-size based
thresholds and expand-
ing the definition of
“establishment” to in-
clude other enterprise
categories such as agri-
culturaland ownaccount
enterprises, (ii) expand-
ing  definition  of
“employees” to include
ASHA and Aanganwadi
workers and “unorga-
nized workers” to

separate fund for inter-
state migrant workers,
(iv) introducing unem-
ployment insurance for
unorganized workers
and (v) reintroducing
labour welfare funds for
workersincertainindus-
tries such as iron ore
mines and beedi estab-
lishments.

5. The Code ex-
cludesalargenumber of
workers from the scheme
as it includes the work-
ers of only those
establishments where
thereisaminimumnum-
ber of employees (suchas
10 or 20 employees). The

unorganized sector
workers where mini-
mum workers are less
than10and self-emplyed
are left to be covered by
various discretionary
schemes, asand when the
government notifies.

6. No
scheme has been put to-

particular

gether for gig and
platform workers. The
Code only provides
space for the Central and
State Governments to
notify schemes for such
workers and mandates
that the schemes may be
funded through the com-
bined contribution of the
centre and state govern-
ments. Nobody knows
what would be the

7. Acts on gratuity,
ESI, EPF and maternity
benefits were entirely for
organized sector work-
ers. Provisions of these
Acts, even after amal-
gamation into the Social
Security Code, 2020, do
not cover the informal
workers.

8. Therefore, key
benefits not available to
informal workers in So-
cial Security Code,2020:

(@) Maternity Benefit:
Under the Code, mater-
nity benefit hasnot been
made universal. Mater-
nity benefit is presently
applicable for establish-
ments employing 10 or
more workers. The defi-
nition of “establishment”
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sector. Hence women
engaged in the unorga-
nized sector would
remain out of the pur-
view of
benefit.
(b) Employees
Provident Fund: The
S.S5.Code maintains that
the EPF Scheme will re-
main applicable as

maternity

before, to every estab-
lishment in which 20 or
more employees are
employed. Thus, for for-
mal sector workers,
access to EPF remains
unfulfilled tooin the new
Code. The millions of
workers in micro and
small enterprisesare out

include agricultural other category of work- schemes. Justanoutright ~in the Code does not in- of theambit of the Code.
workers, (iii) creating a ers which include the hollow ideal! clude the unorganized [To be Continued]
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March of Farmers...

From Last Page

Maharashtra govern-
ment for the damage of
crops due to heavy rain
this year.

Ram Baheti,
president of
MaharashtraRajya Kisan
Sabha (BKMU) informed
about the suo motu cog-

vice

nizance taken by the
Mumbai High Court to
evict the “Gairan” hold-
ers from their land. He
also informed about an
interventionapplication
filed by the BKMU state
unitinthe Mumbai High
Courtagainstits order of
October 6, 2022.

A seven member del-
egation of AIKS and
BKMU met the revenue

minister Radhakrishna
VikhePatil in his office
near Vidhan Bhavan. The
memorandum of de-
mands by BKMU and
AIKS were submitted to
him.Vikhe Patil dis-
with the
delegation the problems

cussed

and demands of the
farmer and agricultural
labourers. The minister
assured the delegation
that he will call a meet-
ing of BKMU and AIKS
leaders in mantralaya
(VidhanSabha), Mumbai
along with all the con-
cerned officers. Namdeo
Chavan, president of
Maharashtra Rajya Lal
BawataShetmajur Union
(BKMU), Rajan

Kshirsagar (AIKS state
secretary),
HauslalRahangdale
(BKMU), Anil Ghate
(AIKS) and others were
the part of seven mem-
ber delegation.

Namdeo Chavan in-
formed in the public
meeting about the dis-
cussion which took place
with the minister. State
secretary of CPISubhash
Lande addressed the
public meeting and told
that the CPI state unit
fully supports the
struggles of AIKS and
BKMU. Former state sec-
retary of CPI Tukaram
Bhasme whowas presid-
ing over this meeting
gave concluding re-
m a r k s ,
ShivkumarGanvir, state
general secretary of

BKMU, Ganesh Kasbe
state joint secretary of
BKMU, Anil Ghate of
AIKS also spoke on the
occasion.

This 140 k.m. long
march which started
from Wani on December
20, passed through Wani
of Yavatmal district,
Warora of Chandrapur
district, Nanduri and

Barbati villages of

Wardha districts,
Sonegaon Lodhi,
MohagaonKawatha,

Mangli, Dudha, Sukli
(Beldar), Butibori vil-
lages of Nagpur districts.
The arrangement of halt,
food and public meetings
at villages was made by
kisan sabha units in

MohgaonKawatna and
Dudha, Birsa Munda

15

SenaatDudha, Jai Jawan
-JaiKisanSanghtna, Na-
tionalist Congress Party,
Congress, Prahar,
AITUC, Rashtriya OBC
Mukti Morchaat various
places. The Asha and
Anganwadi workers of
AITUCmadeanarrange-
ment of breakfastand tea
in Butibori Industrial
Area of Nagpur.

Thislong march from
Wanireceived agoodre-
sponse from villagers,
farmers and agricultural
labourers. It is one step
ahead in building BKMU
an important class
organisation and also
KisanSabha. Anil Ghate,
Tukaram Bhasme,
RajanKshirsagar, Arun
Wankarmade all out ef-
forts to make this long
march a success.

On (Record ...

Justice B V Nagarathna said that
records show no independent applica-
tion of mind by RBI. “Notification of
November 8, 2018 is unlawful,” she
noted.When the central government pro-
poses demonetisation of any bank note,
it must seek the opinion of the central

board of the bank having regard to
the fact that the bank is the sole au-
thority to regulate circulation of
bank notes and secure monetary
stability and generally to operate the
currency and credit system of the
country and to maintain price sta-
bility.

The opinion of the central board
of the bank ought to be an indepen-
dent and frank opinion after a
meaningful discussion by the cen-
tral board of the bank which ought
to be given its due weightage hav-
ingregard to theramificationsitmay
have ontheIndianeconomy and the
citizens of India although it may not
be binding on the central govern-

bank, the central government which
has initiated the demonetisation

exercise of power under sub-section (2) of
Section 26 of the Act by issuing a notifica-
tion in the Gazette of India as if it were
exercising executive powers. Evenif the cen-
tral board of the bank concurs with the
proposal of the central government, the
central government would have to under-
take a legislative process and not carry out
the measure by simply issuing a gazette no-
tification. - The Indian Express, January 3.

riots in Gujarat.

A bench comprising Justice Ajay
Rastogi and Justice Bela M Trivedi was
hearing a batch of petitions, including that
of CPI (M) leader Subhashini Alj, jour-
nalist RevatiLaul, former vice-chancellor
of the Lucknow University Roop Rekha
Verma and Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MP Mahua Moitra, against the release of
the convicts. Trivedirecused herself from

MY NeW YEAR

RESOLUTION IS
TO UNFOLLOW
FAKE NEWS

THEN
WHAT PO WE
FoLLow?Z

hearing the fresh pleas.

Justice Rastogi said now that the
victim has approached this court

%4 challenging theremission to convicts,

her plea will be taken as a lead mat-

1 ter. - The Indian Express, January 4.

*%k%

Thousands of employees of three

ment. On receipt of a negative jg=
opinion from the central board of the | {

process may still intend to go ahead with

the said process after weighing the pros
and cons only by means of an ordinance
and/ or parliamentary legislation but not
by issuance of a gazette notification.

In other words, the central government
in such circumstances cannot resort to

*hk

The Supreme Courtsaid it will hear
BilkisBano’s plea along with a batch of
other petitions challenging the remission
of sentence of 11 convicts who gangraped
her and murdered seven members of her
family members during the 2002 Godhra

d Nagpur,

] state-owned power companies went

on a 72-hour strike onto protest the

1 privatisation of power firms, affect-

ing power supply in nine districts of

| Maharashtra.The affected districtsin-

clude Pune rural, Wardha,
Buldhana, Akola, Shirur, Sangli,
Amravati, and
Chandrapur.

Anadditional police force was de-

M ployed at Nagpur’s Koradi plant to
§ avoid a

law and  order
situation. Pune’s Sinhagad road and
Manikbaug areas are reporting

power cuts since 3am. Also, around 1,000
industrial firms in Bhosari MIDC and
civic areas of Katraj, Wakad, and
Vishrantwadi are suffering due to a lack
of power supply. - The Indian Express,

January 4.

- Compiled by C. Adhikesavan
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Long March of Farmers

Ram Baheti

“Hit Back the Attacks
of RSS controlled Modi
Government,” said Atul
Kumar Anjaan, general
secretary of the All India
Kisan Sabha as he was
addressing the public
meeting at the conclusion
of the140 km longmarch
of hundreds of farmers
and agricultural
labourers underthe ban-
ner of All India Kisan
Sabha (AIKS) and
Bharatiya Khet Majdoor
Union (BKMU)
Maharashtra Stateunits
on December 26, 2022 at
Nagpur.

The winter session of
Maharashtra assembly
witnessed the great
marchthathadarrived at
Nagpur where several
farmersand agricultural
labourers from all over
the state gathered at the
Yashwant Stadium of
Nagpur tojoin themarch.
From here hundreds of
agricultural labourers
and farmers marched to-
wards the assembly
where the winter session
is going on from Decem-
ber 19, 2022.

The long march was
started on December?20,
2022 from Wani of
Yavatmal district and
reached Nagpur on De-
cember26, 2022 where
hundreds of others who
came from several other
districts joined the long
march.

Farmers and agricul-
tural labourers, Gairan
land holders, forestland
holders came on streets
with anger against the
central and state

government’s policies.

Rajan Kshirsagar, the
general secretary of
Maharashtra Rajya Kisan
Sabha and state vice-
president of
Maharashtra Rajya Lal
BawataShetmajur Union
(BKMU)Anil Ghate of
Wani had taken part in
the long march fromthe
very first day. Prof Ram
Baheti joined the long
march on December 23,
2022 at Mohgaon near
Wardha District.

Former state secretary
and a senior CPI leader
Tukaram Bhasme was
looking after all the ar-
rangements of long
march. State Secretary of
CPISubhash Lande was
present on December 20,
2022 whenthelong march
was started from Wani.

The long march
reached Nagpur while
several farmers and ag-
riculturallabourers from
all over the state gath-
ered at the Yashwant
Stadium of Nagpur to
jointhemarch. Fromhere
hundreds of agricultural
labourers and farmers

marched towards the
assembly where the win-
ter session is going on
from December 19, 2022.

Thismarchwasled by
Namdeo Chavan and
ShivkumarGanvir (presi-
dent and general
secretary of BKMU
Maharashtra state),
Hiralal Pardeshi and
RajanKshirsagar (presi-

dent and general
secretary of AIKS
Maharashtra state),

Subhash Lande and
Tukaram Bhasmeand
certain other leaders of
both organisations.

Thelong march culmi-
natedinapublicmeeting
near the winter session of
Maharashtra Assembly.
This public meeting was
presided over by
Tukaram Bhasme and
was conducted by Arun
Wankar, Kisan Sabha
leader of Nagpur.

While addressing the
public meeting the gen-
eral secretary of AllIndia
KisanSabhacriticised the
anti-farmer and anti-
labourer policies of
Central and state govern-

Atul Kumar

ments.
Anjaan appealed the
farmersand agricultural
labourers to intensify the
struggle under the ban-
ners of AIKSand BKMU.
Com. Anjaan heavily
came down on the RSS
controlled Modi govern-
ment and said thaton one
hand the government
lands are being handed
over to the corporate
houses and on the other
hand the landless
labourers and homeless
tamilies belonging to
SC/ST/OBC/Minori-
ties and all other castes
are being evicted from
theland which they have
been cultivating for last
30to40yearsonthepre-
text of the Mumbai High
Court judgement. He
alsoappealed to hit-back
the attacks of RSS con-
trolled government.

The Mumbai High
Courtinitsjudgement of
October 6, 2022 ruled
that the “Gairan” land
holders who had en-
croached the
government pastures/
land and who have been

, Agri Workers
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cultivating the same for
last 20-40 years be
evicted from their land
by December 31, 2022.
This is ridiculous, seri-
ous and surprising that
the Mumbai High Court
had taken a suomotu’
cognizance of encroach-
ments on government
Gairanlandssaying that
all2lakh 22 thousand 159
families be evicted from
their land and dwelling
placed by the end of this
year. Inthis background,
Atul Kumar demanded
thatnotasinglefamily be
evicted from the Gairan
land. He also demanded
in his speech that the
minimum support price
to the agriculture prod-
ucts asrecommended by
Swaminathan Commis-
sion should be given to
all the crops produced by
the farmers.

Rajan  Kshirsagar
criticised the profit mak-
inginsurance companies
who did not give any
compensation of crop
insuranceand also for the

non-payment by the
On Page 15
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