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The coming to power of the BJP with an absolute
majority in the 2014 general electionswas not merely a
routine transfer of power from one democratically
elected government to another. It marked a qualitative
shift in the very nature of our polity. The BJP is the
political arm of the RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh, an
organisation that has harboured contempt for the Con-
stitution and its inclusive values since its inception.

With no role in India’s
great freedom struggle, the
RSSdrawsinspiration from
fascist models and openly
seeksto transform our demo-
cratic republic into a
theocratic Hindu Rashtra,
structured oninequalities of
religion, cagte, class, and gen-
der. Against this project of
subversion, the communist
and the broader L eft move-
ment hasstood asaperennia
source of ideological resis-
tanceand aternative. Yet, the
lack of unity and cohesion
within the Left has at times
blunted thefull force of this
resstance.

Theriseof authoritarian
tendencies, themarch of di-
sastrousneolibera economic
policies, theddiberate sharp-
eningof communal divisons,
andtheriseof fascist tenden-
cieshave created apolitica
Situation of deep concernfor
al whovauedemocracy, so-

cid justice, and equaity. Ata
timewhentheruling classes
aretighteningtheir grip over
resourcesandingditutions, the
poor, theworking class, the
peasantry, and marginalized
communitiesfaceincreasing
insecurity.

In such a moment, the
question of Left Unity has
acquired renewed urgency.
For thecommunist movement
inIndia withitscentury-long
legacy of struggleand sacri-
fices, Left unity isnot ametter
of tactical conveniencebut a
historic necessity. Thisisevi-
dent in the voices of
comrades across states, as
well asin the expectationsof
sympathisersand intell ectu-
ds, dl of whom, intheir own
ways, arecallingfor thecom-
ing together of the L eft.

Therootsof thecommu-
nist movement in India go
back to the period of the na
tional liberation struggle.
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Inspired by the October
Revolution in Russia and
drivenby thelived experience
of exploitation under colonid
rule, young revolutionaries
and workersand their lead-
ers sought to organize
themselvesinto aforcethat
could addressnot just politi-
ca independencebut dsothe
deeper structures of eco-
nomic and socia oppression.
In 1925, the Communist
Party of Indiawasformally
founded on Indian soil at
Kanpur, bringing together
revolutionariesfrom different
partsof thecountry whowere
united by thevision of socid-
ism and the internationalist
banner of Marxism-Leninism.

Thismarkedtheorganized
beginning of communist poli-
ticsin India. From thevery
beginning, communigsplayed
adud role participatinginthe
national movement for free-
dom while simultaneously
building organizations of
workers, peasants, students,
and women.

The heroic struggles of
workers in Bombay and
Calcutta, the uprisings of
peasants in Telangana, the
workers mobilisationagaingt
theFrenchin Puducherry, the
Punnapara-Vayalar and
Tebhagastruggles, theresis-
tance of peasants in the
Thanjavur deltaagainst feu-
dal exploitation, and the
movements for liberty and
civil rights in the princely
dates—all boretheimprint of
thecommunigt visonof afree,
democratic, and socialist In-
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dia. Alongside these
struggles, the mobilisation of
workers, peasants, youth, Stu-
dents, artists, writers, and
intellectua sthrough various
mass organi sationsdeepened
the roots of the people's
movement and advanced the
progressiveculturd andintel-
lectua currentsof thetime.

Yet, likeevery movement
that growsinthemidst of his-
torical upheavals, the
communist movementinin-
dia faced challenges of
ideologica clarity and politi-
cal strategy. The most
defining of thesewastheplit
of 1964, which led to the
emergenceof theCommunist
Party of India (Marxist).
Whilethe split wasrootedin
debates oninternational and
national questions, itsconse-
guences were deeply felt
across the spectrum of

peopl€e sstruggles.
Thetradeunionmovement
was divided into separate
centers, student and youth
organizationsbecamefrag-
mented, and electoral
contestswitnessed L eft forces
standing against each other.
Over time, further divisions
produced amultiplicity of Left
groupsinindia
Thefragmentation wesk-
ened the Left's capacity to
intervenedecisvdy innaiond
politics, eventhoughit con-
tinued to hold influence in
many states and sectors.

Whilecommunistsremained
at theforefront of numerous
mass struggles, thelack of a
united front meant that their
cumulativestrengthwasoften
blunted. Theruling classes,
withtheirimmenseresources
and control over the state,
took advantage of thisdivi-
son. Inmomentsof criss, the
Left wasunableto project it-
self as a consolidated
dternative despitehaving the
ideologica and organizationd
foundationsto do so.

Theturnof thelndiangate
toward neolibera policiesin
1991 posed fresh challenges.
Global capita and Indianbig
business dismantled hard-
won labor rights, pushed
privatization, and deepened
agrarian distress. The Left
emerged asthemost consis-
tent voice of opposition,
mobilizing millionsagaing dis
investment, foreign capital
domination, and the assault
onsocial security.

Many historic nationwide
strikes of workers, militant
peasant mobilizations, and
ideologicd campaignsagangt
communal politics demon-
drated that the L eft remained
the conscience-keeper of In-
diandemocracy. Yet, despite
this, the Left’ sparliamentary
strength haswitnessed ade-
cline, creating aperception of
weakness that does not re-
flect theactual vitality of its
mass base.

It was in recognition of
thesechallengesthat the CHl,
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GST cannot be an Option

Indiaisacountry where poverty isthemost normal experience, no one
isfreefromit except afew. Beginning fromtheday achildisborn, hunger
startshauntingit. Most of the daysof life are spent in the grim shadows of
adeep suffering. Thelarger sectionsof peoplespend their livesin miseries.
Thethreat tolifeitself keepsaiveat every stage. Intheface of thesegrim
realities, GST, irrespective of itsrates, hascomplicated the Situation even
more. It isaform of tax which is perhaps the worst compared to other
forms. For acountry likeIndia, wherethe poor haveto opt for openingsin
informa systemsto survive, thetax becomesanissuedifficult toresolve. It
asoweakensfederdism. Stateshavenoright tovotefor adifferent indirect
tax regime.

Also GST wasimagined asasimpletax but started opening itscompli-
cated jumble of ratesand compliancesonceimposed. Theend result was
total destruction of small and medium enterprises(MSMES). Itseffect on
our economy has been devastating. Thelessnumber of slabsand lower
ratesfor those essentialsare unlikely to resolve the destructive aftereffects.

People can avoid Income Tax but no onecan
avoid GST. Whether you are ultrarich or abso-
lutely poor you pay at thesamerate. For ultrarich
consumptionishardly 5to 10 per cent. Themasses
of thedeprived usualy get very littleinreturnfor
long hoursof toil and that too if employed. Theresultistheentireearnings
get spent on consumption alone. Thetoiler himsalf endsup paying highest.
[rony isital getsspent on ensuring luxuriouslifefor certainfew.

Infact, GST isuseful only whereper capitaincomeismuch higher, like
economiesin Canada, Australia, EU etc. Itisregressivefor low income
societieswhereit worksagainst thelower and lower middleclass.

The Goodsand Services Tax Council, inits 56" meeting, cleared some
reformsfor thenew GST regime. Thetwo main changesarethat thefour
dabs, fiveper cent, 12 per cent, 18 and 28 percent,areto be brought down
totwo, and anew 40 percent slab has been introduced. Asaresult of the
restructuring, theend price of severd frequently consumed itemsarelikely
to changefrom September 22, when the new rateswill comeinto effect. In
short, awiderange of goods and itemsthat are in common use will get
affected.

Thegovernment clamsthat the changesin GST and therestructuring of
itsdaswouldincrease demand, which would meanmore production, which
wouldthen become onemorereasonto drive consumptiontofurther heights.
Thismay cause more venues of employment and thusensure more money
with peopleto moveonfurther.

TheGST Council’ sshift to atwo-dab systemwith lower ratesmay look
progressive, but denial of Input Tax Credit (ITC) inkey sectorsislikely to
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raisecogsfor businessesand ultimately for consumers.Thel TCisthe GST
whichispaid whilepurchasing goodsor servicesfor business purposes.

Similarly, theargument that with lower rates of taxes, revenuecollection
will risecannot betakeninitsfacevaue. This, infact, isared herring. GST
itsalf was supposed to check black income generation and boost tax rev-
enue but that has not come about. Thedirect tax to GDPratio should also
have sharply risen but that, too, has not happened. Therearefrequent re-
portsof fake companies, etc., proliferating to evade taxes.

Itispretty obviousthat the government hasintroduced the GST reform
to withstand the stress caused by US President Donald Trump’sbullying
and protectionist moves. In part, therefore, the GST reform signdsashiftin
the nation’sapproach to globalisation and exports. Not are Trump’sbully-
ing and protectionist movesarelikely to adversaly affect India sexportsto
theUSA, India slargest market, they area so likely to makethe European
Union market adifficult placefor Indian exports

Thisisthe context withinwhich lower GST ratesare expected to help
counter thelossof demand dueto lower exports. GST isanindirect tax and
isregressive. Itispresumed that acutinitsrates
would resultinlower prices, provided the benefit
ispassed onto the consumers. This, inturn, isex-
pected to boost demand from al consumers.

But the kind of GST reform which has been
donehasaproblem. Simplification of the GST regimeisnot thesameasits
structural reform. What is crucial to boost the economy isnot the GST
simplification but rather itsstructural reform. Thisisbecause Indiahasa
huge size of itsunorganised sector, which makesit too complex for the
GST toded withit. Thisisalso something that no other major economy
hes.

Poverty isdeeply entrenched in India sunorganized sector that its pro-
duction and consumption needespecid protection. Inthenameof protection,
this sector iseither exempted from GST or it paysanominal tax under
“composition scheme’. But that hasa so madethingsdifficult for thissector.
For example, the unorgani zed sector producers can neither get Input Tax
Credit (ITC) nor canthey offer it to those buying goodsfrom them. Conse-
guently, its produce becomesrel atively more expensive than that of the
organized sector. Theresultisashift in demand from theunorganised to the
organised sector.

Organised sector companies account for lessthan ten percent of total
unitsinthecountry. Itistheseunitsthat will receivethe benefit of cutin GST
ratesand not the declining unorgani sed sector units, which account for a-
most ninety percent of thetotal unitsinthe country.

Likewise, the produce of the unorgani sed sectorswill aso not receive
thebenefit, it will go primarily totherichand ultrarichin thecountry.

CPI Expresses Concern over the Situation in Nepal

Calls for Unity of Progressive Forces in Defence of Democracy

TheNational Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India issued today (10th
September, 2025) the fol-
lowing statement:

The Communist Party of
Indiaexpressesdesp concern
over theunfolding Stuationin
Nepal, whichisfast dipping
into a state of lawlessness.
Thereisadiscernibleanger
among the people, particu-
larly the GenZ youth, over

issuesof suppression of free-
dom of expression,

restrictionson socia media
platforms, and corruption.
Thisanger must be acknowl-
edged. However, thetorching
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of the Parliament building, the
residences of the President
and senior ministers, thekill-
ing of the wife of aformer
Prime Minister, and violent
attacks on public property
and communist and other
politica parties officesinthe
valley areamatter of grave
concern. Such developments
point to the proteststurning
berserk, going beyond demo-
cratic methods of struggle,
andrisk underminingthevery
causesthey claimto uphold.

The CPI strongly con-
demns the conduct of the
police administration in
Kahmanduandadjoining cit-

ies, whosefiring on protest-
ing youth killed many and
added fud tothefire, only to
surrender before the same
youth the next day. Such ac-
tionsraiseserioussuspicions
of alarger ploy by forceswho
do not wish to see a demo-
cratic Nepal prospering
under its hard-won secular
and democratic constitu-
tion—an achievement of the
people smovement against
monarchy inwhich commu-
nistsplayedtheleading role.
At the same time, the CPI
underlinesthat thedivisions
among communistsin Nepal
have also contributed tothis

crisis. The people of Nepal
haverepeatedly given their
mandate in favour of the
communigs But thismandate
hasbeen undermined by com-
promiseswith partiesdriven
by narrow agendas, resulting
indilutionof communist prin-
ciples, weak governance,
and corruption, disappointing
the peopleand contributing to
thepresent crisis.

TheCPl cautionsthat un-
lessthecommunistsin Nepa
rethink their path and restore
principled unity, they risk un-
doing thelegacy of decades
of people’s struggles and
mobilisation. At the same

time, the Party expressesits
full support and solidarity
with the people of Nepa and
thecommunistsof Nepd, and
hopes that the situation re-
turnsto peace and normalcy
attheearliest. The CPl aso
underlinesthe need for vigi-
lance by all democratic and
secular forces, since med-
diingintheinternal affairsof
South Asian countriesisnot
new to imperialist interests.
Thegenuineanger of Nepd's
youth should not be diverted
towardsright-wing forcesor
calsfor areturn to monar-
chy, which would undo the
democratic and secular
progress made by the people
of Nepal.
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Hope floats on China visit and tax cuts as the real
economy weakens. The stock market getshigh. Thishas
been the case ever since the excess liquidity sloshing
aroundin theworld'sfinancial markets converted stock
pricesandindicesinto afunction moreof liquidity than
of underlying corporate performance. USjob openings
have dlid to a 10-month low, although a more compre-
hensive jobs report is due only this Friday. But that
slide was enough to convince investors that the Fed is
going to cut rates this month. Lower rates mean |ooser
liquidity, and higher stock prices. Bottoms up!

InIndia, the GST reforms
announced by the finance
minister on September 3have
added to the exuberance.
Rates have been reduced on
anumber of goods and ser-
vices of mass consumption,
evenas SUVsthat arelonger
than 4 metres, the only kind
of automobilesthat havebeen
sdlingin decent numbersfor
monthsonend, seetheir GST
rate go up from 28 per cent
to 40 per cent. The GST
Council hasraised the cost of
energy in the economy, in-
creasing the GST on coal
fromfive percent to 18 per-
cent, andincreasingthe GST
on transportation of crude
andrefined productsby pipe-
line from 12 percent to 18
percent. The GST on job
contractsassociated withthe
exploration and devel opment
of ail fields, and the produc-
tion of hydrocarbons, has
asogoneup. SinceGST does
not apply to either eectricity
or petroleumfuels, the in-
creaseinthesetax rateswill
add to the cost of energy in
itstotality.

Pricesat thefud pumpare
an opaque mishmash of du-
ties, cesses, and staggered
changes that oil marketing
companies maketo passon
changes in global crude
prices. So when the price
goesup, itisnot clear tothe
consumer why that happens.
The cost of thermal power,
which is the mainstay of
Indid spower generation, will
go up thanksto theincrease
in GST on coal — the de-
fencethat thenew 18 percent

GST would subsumetheRs
400 aton compensation cess
does not wash, asthe com-
pensation cesswill disappear
sooner rather than later, when
borrowings made to pay
compensation to the states
arepaid off, but the GST at
theenhanced ratewould con-
tinue. Thiswould raise both
the cost of power and the
electricity duty that thestates
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A Week of Shifts in External
Policy, Domestic Taxes

cars, with engine capacity up
t0 1,200 CCin caseof petrol
engines, and 1,500 ccincase
of diesel engines. The con-
sumption of more premium
goods and services, which
areconflated with luxury/sin
goods and face a steep tax
rate of 40 percent, wouldfal.
The savingson goods made
cheaper by lower GST rates
would aso bespent, giventhe
high marginal propensity to
consume for most Indians.
That expenditurewould gen-
erate fresh GST revenues.
Thefind tax giveaway islikdy
tobesmaller thantheinitial
estimate of Rs48,000 crore.
Stock market exuberanceis

Tax Bill

All You Need to Know

levy on power prices. Con-
sumerswould, of course, fed
theincreasein power prices,
but attributeit totherisein
eectricity duty and date-leve
decisions, rather thanlink it
to GST changes.

In other words, the latest
round of GST reforms seeks
to appease consumers by
lowering ratesthey can see,
whileraigngratesthey do not
directly observe. Visbletaxes
down, invisibletaxesup.

However, the consump-
tion of goodsthat haveturned
cheaper, thanksto therates
coming down, islikely togo
up. Suchgoodsincludesmall

not particularly irrationdl.

Thebond marketisnotal
that cheerful. In the US,
yieldson long-term govern-
ment bonds touched five
percent. In the UK, they
crossed 5.6 per cent. In
France, theyield on 10-year
bonds is 80 basis points
abovetheeuro-areaaverage.
The French prime minister
FrancoisBayrouhascdleda
confidencevoteinaParlia-
ment inwhich centristswho
would supporthimareadis-
tinct minority, ashe seeksto
push through a budget that
would cut spending to trim
France' sburgeoning nationa

debt, which has crossed
114percent of GDP. President
Macron probably hopes to
trigger yet another round of
Parliament dections, inwhich
parties other than the hard
right National Rally would put
up common candidates far
more coherently than they
had doneinthelast eections,
to hand the hard right are-
sounding defeat. That would
help the centrists come the
next presidential elections.

President Trump'stariffs
havebeenruledillega by an
gpped scourt. But hehastime
to movethe Supreme Court
beforetheruling takeseffect.
Thedefunding of Harvard hes

alsobeenruledto beillegal.
Trump would approach the
Supreme Court on that as
wall.

TheTrumptariffsand the
US administration’s con-
certed hodtility towardsIndia
have made Indiaand China
stageareconciliation of sorts.
After agap of seven years,
theprimeminigter of Indiahas
travelled to China and met
withtheChinesepresident, as
well asthe President of the
Russian Federation. The
meeting of Russia's |eader,
Vladimir Putin, with thelead-
ersof theworld stwo largest
countries— oneof whichis

the world's second largest
economy, and the other, the
world'sfastest growing large
economy — tells the West
that it no longer sets the
agenda for the rest of the
world.

The SCO meeting con-
demnedterror in general and
the Pahalgam attack in par-
ticular. With thisconcession
on China'spart—indiplo-
macy, aconcessionto India
can take theform of agood
spanking for Pakistan— In-
diais now in a position to
relax assorted curbson Chi-
nesebus nessactivity inlndia

PM Modi went to China
via Japan. In Tokyo, India
reiterated itscommitment to
the Quad, in which Japan,
Australiaand India partner
with the US, ostensibly for
stability in the Indo-Pacific
and world peace, but inreal-
ity, to contain China. This
makes Indiaone of the few
countries to be truly non-
aligned, or multi-aligned, if
you will. The rest of the
BRICSgrouping wouldfind
Indiaauseful bridgeto the
non-American West, say the
European Union. Japan has
promised to step up invest-
mentsinindia

Whilelndiaregistered a
surprise GDP growth of 7.8
percent in the April-June
guarter, and the latest pur-
chasngmanagers indicesare
all upbeat, Indiacan dowith
asmuch investment asit can
get. In this quarter of fast
growth, the share of gross
fixed cgpitd formationinGDP
remained stuck at 30.4 per-
cent. Whilethisisbetter than
thiscrucid ratio being below
30 percent, itisnowherenear
the 35 percent Indianeedsfor
growthto speed up, let dlone
the45percent ratethat China
hassustained for long.
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Therupeeplummeted to
a record low last week,
sending ripples through-
out the economy, with the
government trying to cover
up the harm done.

Thestate of currency gen-
eraly reflects the state of
economy. Sometimes, thehigh
or low may mean better
hedlth, but therupee hasbeen
congtantly fallingsince 2014,
reflecting adeeper malady.

A brief history

Doallar equaled Rs3.30in
1947, wasjust Rs 7.50 even
twenty years later in 1966,
12.38in1985and 17.01 in
1990. So in 23 years since
1947 the rupee occupied a
strong position, without much
change. Thenit suddenly fell
to 32. 427 against dollar in
1995 and to 43.50 in 2000.

Strong rupee during
1950s to 80s is mainly ex-
plained due to a robust
sf-reliant economy withthe
public sector atcommanding
heights. The Socialist camp
headed by Soviet Unionalso
helped face the imperialist
economicondaught.

Theliberalization of the
1990s opened the economy
to pressures of imperialist
economic cycles, andtheru-
pee suddenly weakened. Yet,
it sustained the parity ratein
theregion of 43to 48 upto
2011, hovering around Rs53
till 2013.

2014: rightwing
economic policies

The period 2014 to the
present (2025) isone of con-
stant depreciation and
devauation of therupeeand
afdl intheexchangerateand
purchasing power of the
rupee.lt touched 60 mark in
2014 soon efter theelections.
(It had briefly touched nearly
62.92 on September 12,
2013) Sincethenit hasnever
recoveredtill date.

Why? One should seek
answersintherightwing re-
actionary economic policies
pursued by the government
installedin 2014. It was pub-
lic sector which protected
India from the worldwide
economic recession and cri-
gsbeginningin2008 withthe
crashof fivefinancid giantsin
the US. India remained
largely untouched dueto the
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Why is Rupee Falling?

huge public sector at com-
manding heights. BJP
government got actively dis-
mantlingit.

Concentration and cen-
tralization of wealth and
capital inthe hands of afew
corporate, such astheAdanis
and theAmbanisand creation
of growing number of billion-
aireshasplayed havoc with
the purchasing power of the
rupee.

Why rupee loses
power?

There has been a strate-
gicshiftineconomicpolicies,
helping release of massive
amountsof money into mar-
ket. Thishasledtoafdl inits
vaueand purchasing power.
Pouring of industrial and ag-
ricultural profits into
speculation and

financiaisation hasledtolig-
uid money floating in the
market, resultingininflation,

crissof bank ratesand acon-
flict betweenthegovernment
and the RBI. Parasitic and
speculativecapitd iscreating
exigentid crissfor therupee,
Nationalised banksarebeing
undermined and badloansare
accumulating.

Never before was rupee
soweak and uncertain asnow.
Further on wediscuss other
reasons.

Persistent trend

Rupeeisconsstently los-
ingitsvalueinlast few years,
falingto81.62 againgt dollar
on September 26, 2022 and
t0 85.82in December 2024,
sending Dalal Street and
other stock centreswent into
aspin. Foreign portfolioin-
vestors (FPIs) sold stocks
worth Rs 15 560 crore,the
amount flooding market, a

Anil Rajimwale

typical sceneof monopoly fi-
nancia market.

In a constant fall, rupee
was 85.47 on July 4 (2025),
87.64 onAugust 27 and dip-
ping to 88.27 on September
5. Itisfast moving to the 90
plusmark.

Economigtsforecast rupee
will touch 90-95 to dollar
beforelong.

‘Protecting’ rupee by
selling dollar

RBI istryingto shoreup
therupeeby sdllingdollars, a
double-edged sword. A pur-
chaser of dollar has certain
advantagesinworld market,
which the seller does not
have.

InFY 2023, RBI became
anet saller, instead of anet
purchaser, of USdollars. It

s0ld 25.52 bndollarson anet

basisto curbvolatility of ru-
pee.

RBI sold 34.5bn dollars
inthe FY 2025, the highest
sincethegloba financid cri-
sisof 2008-09, following an
unprecedented depreciation
inrupee.

Vicious cycle

Increasedliquid money
leadstoinflation, anong oth-
ers. Whenforeign exchange
reserve goes down, more
rupeesfloat in market,
depressingconsumptionrates
and economic activity.

The vicious circleskeep
cloang, sranglingthemasses
and the economy.

FPIs pull out

Thereisagrowing unease
amongtheforeigninvestors.

Foreignportfolioinvestors

(FPIs) pulled out currencies
equaivalent of Rs 12, 257
crorefromthelndian markets
in first week of September
(2025). Thisfollowed anet
outflow of Rs34, 990 cr in
AugustandRs17,700crin
July thisyear. Thus, thetotal
outflows by FPIs reached
1.43 lakh crore so far this
year, increasing the pressure
on money market and on
market in general. Thisout-
flow of dollars releases
massive rupee stocks.
Monetization
Depreciates rupee
Since beginning 2022,
FPIshavenet-sold 23 billion
dollars, contributing toinfla-
tion and loss of value of
rupee. Flls(foreigninstitu-
tiona investors) have sold
morethan 3lakh croreinin-
dian equity market since
October 2021, further con-
tributingtoinflation.
Economy is getting im-
port-oriented, tiedto US-led
world economy, whichisbe-
coming debt-run, inflationary
andfinancidised one.
Trump tariffs

Indiaislearning thehard
way theredity of the*friend’
Trump! Itisalsolearningthe
deeper meaning of USimpe-
rialism. The present Trump
term hasbared thereal face
of hisadministration. India
hoped to become astrategic
partner of theUSand an eco-
nomic partner of the first
order: India is being con-
stantly humiliated. In a
digplay of adavishmentdity,
it refuses to assert itsinde-
pendence, making amockery
of ‘swadeshi’. ‘MakeinIn-
dia has crashed, ‘Madein
India’ needsto berestored.

In a bid to transfer the
burden of UScrisis, Trump
hasimposedhigh paralysing
tariffsonits‘ dear friend’ In-
dia The 50 percent tariffs
have jolted the Indian
economy, leadingtomillions
losing jobs, closure of thou-
sands of industries,
particularly MSMEs.

The US has never been
our ‘good’ friend. It is not
wrong to develop relations
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withtheUS, but wemust re-
member the US follows
thetypicd imperidist policy of
bullying Indiainto submission.
Indiamust assert itself asa
sovereignindependent nation
with self-respect. After dl, it
has a powerful heritage of
long freedom struggle.

Factors influencing
exchange rate

India has an increasing
tradedeficit, meaningitim-
ports more goods than
exports, leading to more de-
mand for dollars, causing
rupeeto weaken.

Indiaimportsover 80% of
its oil requirements. Union
and stategovernmentsshould
drastically reducethe petrol
and diesel prices to
strengthentherupee. Instead
profitsmotive keepsdiesel/
petrol priceshighweskening
therupee.

Therehasto beabalance
between imports and ex-
ports. The speculative
dollarseeks to flood the
world economy including In-
dia WhentheFPIspull their
money out of India, asthey
aredoing now, they convert
their rupeeholdingsinto dol-
lars, pushing rupeedown.

Inflation reducesthe pur-
chasing power of currency.
WheninflationishighinIn-
dia, the value of the rupee
declines because it takes
more money to buy thesame
goodsand services.

Additionally, Indiahasa
high fiscal deficit, which
means the government
spendsmorethanitearns. To
cover thisdeficit, thegovern-
ment borrows money and
generdly monetizeseconomy,
increasing themoney supply,
thusleading to further depre-
ciation of the rupee.
Government also printshuge
amountsof notesto cover its
deficit, contributing towesk-
ening of rupee, reducing its
purchasing power.

Imposition of hugetariffs
onIndiaby the US necessi-
tatesstructural changeinthe
economy towardspublic sec-
tor-based self-reliance in
favour of production of capi-
tal, not speculation. Basic
monetary reforms are
needed. ‘MakeinIndia must
bereplaced by ‘Madein In-
dia.




September 14-20, 2025

5

India’s Geopolitical Dilemma: Between
Multipolarity and US Hegemony

New Delhi must choose whether to stand with developing nations for a fairer
world order or remain tethered to American dominance

The shifting contour s of
global geopolitics have
placed India at a critical
juncture. The United Sates,
along with certain other
former colonial powers, is
onceagainstrivingto reas-
sert global dominance.
Thelr strategyisclear - pre-
vent developing nations
from advancing, while sus-
taining  their own
supremacy. Wars and con-
flictsacrossthe globe, from
the Middle East to Africa
and Eastern Europe, and
now rising tension around
Venezuela bear the imprint
of their overt or covert in-
volvement through
weapons supply, diplomatic
pressure, and outright
blackmail.

TheWorld Trade Organi-
zationonceofferedaplatform
for collective decision-mak-
ing, abetimperfect. TheUS
had a powerful voiceinthe
WTO, but therewasascope
of amendmentstothevarious
clauseswhich did not favour
theinterests of the devel op-
ingcountries. Thismulltilatera
framework has been dis-
mantled by Donad Trump. In
thenameof “MakingAmerica
Great Again,” Washington
decided to pursue bilateral
trade deals and impose tar-
iffstailored to each country.
Smadler economieshavelittle
choicebut toyield. Even Eu-
ropeisdivided: Britaintilted
toward Washington, while
much of the EU istrying to
make collective bargain.
China, however, stood firm,
forcingtheU.S. toretreat—
reflecting its rise as a
formidableglobal economic
power.

India too has been tar-
geted. The U.S. recently
imposed tariffsof over 50%,
citing India simportsof Rus-
sanoil anddlegedthat thisis
helping Russain carrying out
war on Ukraine. This has
rattled Indian industry, plac-
ing countlessworkersat risk

of unemployment. Ironicaly,
thiscamedespite PrimeMin-
ister Modi’s repeated
assertionsof friendship with
the American president and
viceversa

Meanwhile, India took

Dr Arun Mitra

ca currencies. Yet, Washing-
ton responded with punitive
tariffs  soon  after.
This underscores the point

ing that the relationship be-
tween Indiaand theUShave
always been good. This
showsadirect tilt after par-
ticipationinBRICSand SCO
mestings.

Against this backdrop,
India faces a stark choice:

partin two significant global
forumsthisyear: theBRICS
Summit, where discussions
centred on anew currency,
nuclear dissrmament, andre-
ducing the armsrace; other
isthe Shangha Cooperation

..;.-7 :

thatingeopalitics itisnationd
interests—not personal
friendships—that prevail.
The United Statestoday
pursues dominancewith re-
lentlessvigou—arming lgrad!

shouldit alignwith devel op-
ing nations striving for a
multipolar order, or acqui-
escetoAmerica sunilatera
desgns?

Economically, India's

End of Unipolar World™

Organization (SCO) Summit
inTianjinwhich, focused on
economic cooperation and
collective security. While
BRICSmembersemphasized
aBRICScurrency asan al-
ternativeto USdollar, India
hesitated on endorsing dter-
nativestotheU.S. dallar, but
instead opted for tradeinlo-

despitethegenocidein Gaza,
expanding NATO eastward,
and fuelling the Russia-
Ukrainewar whileseekingto
control Ukraine' sresources.
Recent statement by the
USPresident praising Modi
as agood friend has made
Indian government to change
its stance who are now say-

trade balance withthe U.S.
isfavorable, but with Russia
and China it lags. Russia,
however, has been a stead-
fast aly since Soviet times,
supporting Indiathroughits
toughest crises.

Therefore even under

American pressure, Indiahas
purchased discounted Rus-

sian oil—though itsbenefits
accrued mainly to ahandful
of indudridigsrather thanthe
wider population.

Herewasatimewhen In-
dia was a leader of the
Non-Aligned Movement,
giving aunited voiceto de-
veloping countries. Today,
however, New Delhi appears
indecisive—oscillating be-
tween blocs. This
ambivalence hasweakened
itsstanding, evidentinthelack
of internationa support after
“Operation Sindoor.” lsrad,
increasingly seen as an ag-
gressor who is conducting
genocide in Gaza, was the
only country to speak in
India sfavour.

In such avolatile global
environment, Indiamust act
with clarity. The priority
should be strengthening ties
with neighbours, fostering
peace in South Asia, work-
ing toward a nuclear-free
regionand marchingforward
to lasting peace globally.

We cannot sidewith the ag-
gressors. India’scredibility
liesincollectiveeffortsalong
with devel oping countries.

Domestically, Indiamust
shiftitseconomic basefrom
overdependenceon services
to robust manufacturing,
backed by substantia invest-
ment in research and
innovation. Equally, quality
education must be made ac-
cessible and affordable,
layingthefoundationfor long-
term strength. There should
beadecisive shift from pro-
viding highly expensive
educationintheprivate sec-
tor towardsthe state owning
theresponsibility to educate
tothemaximumof al citizens.

Ultimately, Indiacannot
affordtheillusion of balanc-
ing in two camps. As the
proverb reminds us. “The
boatman of two boatsaways
anks”
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25t CPI Party Congress at
Chandigarh from September 21, 2025

Chandigarh, September 11, 2025:The
Communist Party of India (CPI ) will hold its 25th
Party Congress at Chandigarh. It will start with
arally onthe morning of 21 September 2025 at
Mohali.

On the 21 September evening venue will

shift toKisanBhavan, Chandigarh and continue
up to 25th September.

Inaugural session will be on September 22,
atKisanBhavan Chandigarh. Allmembers of Press
are cordially invited there.

The announcement was made at a press
conferencein Chandigarh Press Club, which was
addressed by Amar Jeet Kaur, National Secretary
of CPI, along with Bant Singh Brar, General
Secretary of the Reception Committee and CPI
Punjab, and Swarajbir Singh, Chairman of the
Reception Committee and former Editor of the
Punjabi Tribune. They were accompanied by
Nirmal Dhaliwal, General Secretary AITUC and
other leaders.

The 25th Congress will deliberate on
pressing national andinternationalissues. These
include the rise of authoritarianism and

democratic fabric, the deepening crisis of
unemployment and agrarian distress, the erosion
of labour rights, and the commercialisation of
health and education. Over 800 delegates from
acrossthe country will also discuss the issues like
weakening of federalism and constitutional
institutions, the repressive labour laws, the global
challenges posed by neo-liberalism, wars of
aggression and the exploitation of natural
resources, the urgent need for peace with
neighbouring countries and greater accountability
in matters of national security, as well as ecological
devastation highlighted by the recent floods in
Punjab and North India. A special session of the
party Congress will be devoted to condemn the
genocide of innocent Palestinian people in Gaza
by the Israeli armed forces. This session will also
express it solidarity with the Cuban people. The
representatives from Cuba and Palestinian
embassies will also attend the session. Apart from
that leaders from fraternal communist parties
including CPM, RSP, Forward Block, CPI (ML-
Liberation) will attend the inaugural session.

The CPI leaders reaffirmed the party’s
commitment to Left and democratic unity as the

and safeguarding therights of the people. They
asserted that true nationalism resides in the
labour and aspirations of India’s toiling masses,
not in communal polarisation or corporate
plunder. The leaders expressed their concern
about the flood situation in Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttrakhand and other states of the
country. The CPI volunteers have been active
intherescue andrelief operationsin the affected
areas.

This landmark Congress coincides with the
centenaryyear ofthe CPIl, foundedin 1925. Right
from the Kanpur Conspiracy Case in 1924, the
Party has been at the forefront of the freedom
movement and people’s struggles, championing
secularism, federalism, and therights of workers,
peasants, Dalits, tribals, women, minorities and
other marginalised sections.

The party Congress to be hosted at Comrade
Sudhakar Reddy Nagar established at
KisanBhawan, Chandigarh, will chart the way
forward in strengthening the struggles for
democracy, social justice, equality and peace.
“We will fight, and the people will win. Forces
of justice and truth will prevail,” the Party
declared.

Every evening there will be cultural
performances comprising revolutionary songs,
plays choreographiesand folk music. The leading

communal politics

threatening

India’s

most effective means of resisting fascist forces

Left & Communist Unity

From Front Page

sinceitsBhatinda Congress
in 1978, has consistently
raised the banner of compre-
hensive L eft Unity. That call
was not episodic or oppor-
tunistic but rooted in adeep
understanding that the com-
munist movement in India,
born out of common soil and
shared sacrifices, could not
affordtoremaindivided in-
definitely. For nearly five
decades now, the CPI has
sought to overcomebarriers
and forge unity of action
among the L eft forcesinthe
country.

Thepresent conjunctureis
defined by the consolidation
of a corporate-communal
nexus. On one side, wealth
and resourcesarebeing con-
centrated in the hands of a
few monaopoligts, ontheother,
commund hatred and aggres-
sive nationalism are being
weaponized to silence dis-
sent. Democraticingtitutions
arebeing hollowed out, fed-
eral principles eroded, and
voicesof workers, peasants,
students, minorities, and
women systematically sup-
New Age Weekly

pressed. Systematic attempts
to changethevery character
of thelndian stateand apush
towardsfascismareevident.
In such acontext, the argu-
ment for Left Unity becomes
stronger than ever. It is no
longer about overcomingthe
legacy of pagt divisonsaone;
it isabout survival and ad-
vancement in a situation
wheredisunity only servesthe
interestsof theruling classes.

Thecasefor unity iscom-
pelling. All Left partiesshare
acommon ideological foun-
dationinMarxism-Leninism,
acommitment to the work-
ing classand peasantry, and
an uncompromising opposi-
tion to imperialism,
communalism, and caste op-
pression. Whiletheremay be
tactical differences in ap-
proach, the larger goals
remain the same. When
workers strike against
privatization, when peasants
rise against corporate land
grab, when students and
youthres st feehikesand un-
employment, they are not
asking which faction of the
Left leadsthe struggle. They
seek solidarity, support, and

drength. Theresponghility of
the Left leadershipisto pro-
vide precisely that, by
overcoming sectarianbarriers
and projecting aunited front.

Such unity cannot becon-
fined to electoral alliances,
though they too haveimpor-
tance. Left Unity hasto be
built in thetrenches of mass
struggles, injoint campaigns,
and in ideological battles
againg the propagandacof the
rulingforces Aunited Leftcan
revive the strength of class
organizations—the trade
unions, kisansabhas,
ketmazdoororagani sations,
women'smovements, sudent
and youth federations—by
working together to consoli-
date gains and expand
influence. Common struggles
against unemployment, price
rise, casteatrocities, gender
violence, and environmental
destruction can forge bonds
of solidarity that go beyond
theimmediatecal culaionsof
electord arithmetic.

The contours of such a
united approach are clear.
First, joint action on issues
that directly affect the

masses—defense of public
sector units, campaigns
against privatization of edu-
cationand hedlth, Srugglesfor
land and wages, and move-
ments against communal
polarization. Second, collec-
tive ideological work to
counter the narratives of the
ruling classand project aso-
cialist alternative rooted in
India sconditions. Third, re-
vival of unity within the
broader democratic and
secular camp, wherethe L eft
can play a leading role in
bringing together progressve
forcesacrossthe country. In
theDraft Political Resolution
for the 25th Congress of the
CPl, wehaveeven madean
earnest appeal to Maoist
groups to reconsider their
path of armed struggle and
join the mainstream of the
communist movement, so
that al energies can be di-
rected towards united mass
action in the interest of the

people.

Thecentenary of thecom-
munist movement on Indian
soil, dongwiththe25th Con-
gressof theCPl, providesan
opportunemoment to reflect
on this evolved reality and
chart a path forward. The

artistes of the state will performinthese events.

experiences of the past cen-
tury demonstrate both the
heights the movement can
scaleand the setbacksit can
suffer whendivided. Thecrux
of our pogtionmust therefore
be clear: reunification of the
communist movement on a
principled basisistheneed of
the hour. Thosewho continue
toflag programmatic differ-
ences must come forward,
engageinwide-ranging dia-
logue, and recognize that
what unitesusisfar greater
thanwhat dividesus.

Thetaskisformidable, but
history showsthat theLeftin
Indiahasalwaysrisentothe
occasion when the nation
faced itsgravest challenges.
During thefreedom struggle,
during theres sanceto Emer-
gency, and during thewaves
of neoliberd assault, thecom-
munistswerethere, standing
with the people. Today, when
democracy itself is under
threst, the L eft cannot afford
toremain fragmented. Unity
isnot aluxury; itisaneces-
sity for survival and advance.
The peopleof Indiadeserve
aunited Left that can bethe
voiceof thevoicdess, thede-
fender of democracy, andthe
torchbearer of socidism. The
timefor such unity isnow.
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India's banking system,
onceabeacon of hopefor the
commonmean, hasshifteddra-
matically since the
liberdization policiesof 1991.
ThomasFranco, former Gen-
erd Secretary of theAll-India
Bank OfficersConfederation,
highlightsastark disparity in
how banks treat small bor-
rowers versus corporate
giants Whilesmdl depositors
and borrowersfacehighin-
terest rates and coercive
recovery tactics, corporates
secureloansat amere4 per
cent interest rate, asper RBI
data. This systemic bias,
rooted in policy changes
post-1991, has eroded the
origind purposeof public sec-
tor banks (PSBs): to serve
themasses, not just maximise
profits.

Beforenationalisationin
1969, banksprimarily served
industridists, with only 9 per
cent of credit going tofarm-
ersand small industries, as
noted by the Malhotra and
RK Hazari committees.
Post-nationalisation, PSBs
expanded rurd banking, with
rural branches reaching 58
per cent by 1991 and 95 per
cent of loansunder 1 10,000
going to small borrowers.
Thisreducedincomeinequal-
ity, with thetop 1 percent’s
wealth share dropping from
21 to 6 percent. However,
theNarasmham Committeg's
post-1991 recommendations
reoriented banking toward
profit, prioritising corporate
loansover small borrowers.
Today, only 28 percent of
bank branches are in rural
areas, and small credit has
plummeted to 30 percent of
total lending, whilecorporate
credit dominates.

TheRBI datareved sthat
449 corporates with loans
above * 100 crore enjoy 4
percentinterest rates, apolicy
Franco attributesto govern-
ment and RBI directives. For
instance, the Tata Group se-
cured a® 10,000 crore loan
at 4 percent to acquire Air
India, while small borrow-

ers—farmers, MSMEs, and
students—face rates of 11-
12 percent. Thisdisparity is
compounded by the treat-
ment of non-performing
assets (NPASs). When small
borrowers default, banks
send recovery agents, lead-
ing to harassment and, in
extreme cases, suicides. In
contrast, corporates benefit
fromlenient“haircuts’ under
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code. Anil Ambani’s
company, with a* 46,000
crore debt, settled for just*
453 crore—lessthan 2 per-
cent. Similarly, Vedanta's
Agarwal cleared at 72,000
croredebt with a 95 percent

—

-
haircut. Such settlementsare
rare for small borrowers,
whosedefaultsdamagetheir
credit scores, barring future
loans.

Franco points out that
PSBsare understaffed, with
oneStateBank of India(SBI)
employeeserving 2,119 cus-
tomers, compared to 359 for
HDFC Bank. This staffing
crisis, exacerbated by ade-
cade-long recruitment ban,
hampersservicequality and
rural outreach. Post-1991
policiesdiluted priority sec-
tor lending norms, allowing
large-scaleprojectslikefood
processing plantstoqudify as
“priority” loans, sidelining
small farmersand MSMEs.

200 Per cent Interest on Loans
The Corporate Bias in India’s Banking System -

Meanwhile, non-banking fi-
nancial companies(NBFCs)
like Bajg Finance fill the
credit gap, borrowing from
PSBs at 10-11% and lend-
ing at 24-100% interest rates,
oftenusing coerciverecovery
tactics. A Loca Circlessurvey
indicates 60% of borrowers
face cyber fraud or datamis-
use by NBFCs, with 20%
paying 100-200% interest.
Thegovernment'spushfor
privatizationworsensthestu-
ation. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
urged NBFCsto handle 50%
of commercia bank lending,
while rural PSB branches
close, leavingvillagersreiant

on exploitative loan apps.
TheJan Dhan scheme, touted
asafinancial inclusion suc-
cess, is marred by 97% of
accounts being opened by
PSBs, yet many now require
minimum balances, and
banksimpose! 21,000 crore
in servicechargesannually.
Franco arguesthat banksrely
onsmdl depositors—80% of
depositsare household sav-
ings—yet pay them low
interest (2-2.5% on savings)
whilelendingto corporatesat
gmilar retes.

Franco proposesreviving
the pre-1991 banking modd:
expanding rura branches, in-
creasing staff, and restoring
priority sector lending norms.

He suggests offering 1% of
loans at 4% to the weakest
sections, as was once man-
dated, and capping NBFC
interest rates. Models like
Kerala's cooperative bank,
which supportswomen'sen-
terprises, or Germany’s
sate-leve banks, whichlend
locdlly at low rates, couldin-
spirereform. Japan’sunique
approach—charging for de-
posits—may not suit India,
but Brazil’s development
banks show how subsidized
credit can boost small busi-
NESSeS.

Thegovernment’sreluc-
tance to regulate NBFCs,
despitesateeffortslike Tamil

Nadu’santi-coerciverecov-
ery law, stems from a
pro-corporate stance. Franco
warnsof alooming crigsakin
to the 2008 US financial
meltdown if unchecked
NBFClending and corporate
favoritism continue. Public
sector banks, meant to serve
the masses, areinstead bur-
dened with corporate NPAS,
while small borrowers are
pushed to predatory lenders.
As Franco notes, the bank-
ing system’s mantra has
become “privatization of
profit and socialization of
loss.” Toreversethis, India
needsapolicy shift that pri-
oritizes small borrowers,
restores rural banking, and
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ensuring banking servesthe
common man, not just the
corporatedite.

India’s banking sector,
under the Reserve Bank of
India's oversight, revealsa
stark corporate bias, priori-
tizinglarge corporationsover
amd| busnessesandindividu-
as Standardloanratesrange
from 8-25 percent annually,
but microfinanceand unregu-
lated lending often impose
effectiveratesexceeding 100
percent, occasionally ap-
proaching 200 percent with
compounding feesand pen-
alties. Large corporates,
benefitingfromAAA ratings,
secure loans at 2-5 percent
lower rates, tiedtofavorable
base rates, while MSMEs
face higher spreads, paying
12-15 percent or more. This
disparity arisesasbanksfa-
vor low-risk, high-value
clients sddiningsmaller bor-
rowers with weaker credit
profiles. Public sector banks,
controlling 25 percent of as-
sets dongsdeprivaeplayers
like HDFC and ICICI, per-
petuate this gap. MSMEs
bear thebrunt of high deposit
costsand Basel 111 compli-
ance burdens, inflating
borrowing costs. Despite
RBI’s fair practices code,
enforcement gapsallow ex-
ploitativepracticesto persst,
degpeningfinancid inequdity.
To addressthis, stricter rate
caps, enhanced regulatory
oversght, andinclusivelend-
ing policies are essentia to
level the playing field, em-
powering small businesses
and individualsto thrivein
India seconomy.

New Age Weekly



Assam Celebrates 25" CPI State Conference
Prepares to Fight Fascistic Regime, in State, at Centre

The state unit of the Communist Party of Assam or-
ganized its conference on September 6 to 8, 2025, with
a three- day long program at Titabar, Jorhatdistrict.

Inthemorning, at 11 am,
there was organized amas-
sive rally and cultural
process on with thousands of
Party members, sympathizer
and delegates who were
elected fromvariousdigtricts
andwerejoining inwithred
flags, raisng doganson vari-
ousdemandstaken up by the
Party. The procession was
inaugurated by senior party
leader Haren Bora.

After the procession, a
public meeting was held at
‘Comrade Giridhar Thengal
Samanoy Khetra presided
by a senior party leader
Khagen Phukan (retired Prin-
cipal of a Government
College). Thepublic meet-
ing was addressed by CPI
nationd secretaries Amarjeet
Kaur, Dr. B. K. Kangoaong
with Central executivemem-
ber Munin Mahanta. All the
speakers in their address
spoke about thefacistic rul-
ersof thecountry aswell as
of the state. A souvenir,
‘SANGRAM’ wasreleasedin
themeeting, published onthe
occasion of itsconference.

After felicitation of the
gues:sbythe Receptl on Com

San'&ung Quad Camera
Shot With my Galaxy A12

mittee was over, the State
Secretary of CPI, Kanak
Gogoi welcomed all the
guests, delegatesand the par-
ticipants of the procession
and public meeting. In his
address, Kanak Gogoi
criticised theanti- peopleac-
tivitiesof thegovernmentlike
inhumanevictionandasoits
pro- corporate policies. He
also said that CM Himanta
Bishwar Sarmafailed to meet
hiselection promisesand cre-
ated new issuesin order to
divert attention of people
fromthereal issues.

Prior totheinaugurd ses-
son, & 6.00pm, theRed Hag
was hoisted by Dharma
Barua, senior leader and
chairman of state control

commission.State secretary

KanakGogoi

greeted the gathering onthe
occasion of the conference

and appealed to all the Left
forcestojoin handsto defeat

the autocratic BJP govern-

well as from Centre. The
state secretary of CPI (M)
sent a message to the con-
ference.

Thede egate sessonwas

rwnt”

conducted by afivemembers
presidium, Seering committee

of CPI (ML) B|bek Das ment both fromthestateas consisting of all state execu-
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tives, four credential
committees and four pro-
ceeding committeemembers.

State secretary
KanakGogoi explained the
draft political and organiza-
tional reports before the
delegates. Therewasan ac-
tive participation by not less
than 32 delegatesout of total
107 on the report. Finaly
both the reports were
adopted unanimously by the
house.

September 14-20, 2025

The conference adopted
20 resolutions, demanding
theinclusion of six different
communitiesof Assaminthe
6"schedule, declaring Assam
asaspecial category stateon

thebasisof article371(a) of
Indian Constitution, on re-
solving the issue of border
dispute with neighboring
dtate, solving the problemsof
flood and erosion and declar-
ing it as national problem,
demanding withdrawal of
CAA, unplanned eviction,
againgt handing over theland
to corporates, privatisation of
ONGC & OIL and other
public sector units, landtothe
landless, 33 percent reserva
tion for woman, free
education from KG to PG
and freemedical facilitiesto
all among many other.

The conference elected
state council with 39 mem-
bers, state executivewith 13
members, state control com-
missionwith 3members.

Lastly, the 25" CPI state
conference re-elected
KanakGogoi as the State
Secretary of theAssam CPI
State Council inavery pless-
ant manner.

New Age Weekly
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Thefive-day stateconfer-
enceof the Communist Party
of Indiastarted on Septem-
ber 8,2025 and would be
over by September 12,
2025. The conference being
held at Comrade
RamavatarShastri Nagar
GatePublicLibrary inPatna,
commenced with aflag hoist-
ing ceremony on September
8, conducted by the party’s

national secretary and former
MP, Nagendra Nath Ojha.
Followingthis, tributeswere
paid to martyrs by offering
flowers. The open session of
the conference began at 4:00
PM and featured addresses
from, including D. Rgja, the
nationa general secretary of

State Conference of Bihar Unit of CPI

Calls for Removal of NltlSh Govt

A\ e

the Communist Party of In-
dia; Nagendra Nath Ojha;
national secretary Dr. Girigh;
and state secretary
Ramnaresh Pandey. The
open session was presided
over by  Professor
KaryanandPaswan, the
chairman of the reception
committee and former vice-
chancellor, with the
proceedings conducted by

Vishwajet, thegeneral Sec-
retary of the reception
committee.

During the open session,
CPI General Secretary D.
Raja stated that the right to
voteisunder threat. He ac-
cused the Election
Commissionof fallingtoful-

Kirnesh Kumar

fill itscondtitutional duties. A
sgnificant movement thet be-
ganinBihar for votingrights
hastransformedintoanation-
wide campaign. Raja
emphasised, “Wewill not a-
low votetheft.” Hecalled for
democratic and secular par-
tiestouniteintheir struggle

mental rightsthat every citi-
zen should possess.
However,inBihar, hedamed
that the Election Commisson
conspired to disenfranchise
Ddlits, marginaised commu-
nities, women, and the poor
through a Specia Intensive
Revison Campaign (SIR) of
thevoter lit, alegedly at the
behest of thecentra BJPgov-
ernment.

ated that thealliance smem-
bers must collaborate and
coordinateto €iminate com-
munal and fundamentalist
forces, emphasising that the
votes of corporate tycoons
likeAdani and Ambani hold
the sameweight asthose of
ordinary citizens.

The Generd Secretary of
the CPI also criticised the
Nitish government of Bihar,
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against the communal BJP.
Raja pointed out that the
components of the “India’
alliance must enhancetheir
cooperation, develop acom-
mon understanding, and
make necessary adjustments
with oneanother. He asserted
that voting rightsarefunda-

8 -12 fiseiae, 2025

He urged all secular
forces to come together to
remove the Modi-led BJP
from power. Rgjanoted that
thelndiaAlliancewasformed
specifically to combat the
BJPand the RSS, highlight-
ingthe CPI’scrucial rolein
itsestablishment. Hereiter-

stating that the state hasbeen

facing significant challenges
during the 20 years of JDU-
BJPrule. He pointed out that
crime and corruption are at
andl-timehighinBihar. Fur-
thermore, he attributed the
rignginflationrateinthecoun-

On Page 14
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PM Skipping BRICS Virtual Meet, Not
Addressing UN General Assembly Ominous

Is Prime Minister
NarendraModi retracting
from hiscommitment tothe
SCO declarationissued on
September 1 and the BRICS
statement of July 6 thisyear
to send some sort of signals
to US President Donald
Trump about restoring reci-
procity in the India-US
relations?

Thequestionisvery rel-
evant as one dissects the
Indian PM’slatest decision
to skip the virtual BRICS
summit held on September 8
and NarendraModi not at-
tending the United Nations
general assembly later this
month.

Both eventsarevery im-
portant in the present
context of Trump’stariff war
and the joint efforts of the
affected nations, especially
Global South to take com-
mon stand against the
unilateral impogtion of tariffs
by the US President. The
two major members of
BRICS - India and Brazil
have beenthebiggest suffer-
ers of Trump tariffs-at the
rate of 50 per cent on their
respective exports to the
USA. BRICs president for
2025 Brazilian President
convened this meeting on
September 8 asafollow up
of BRICSdeclarationwhich
wassigned by theIndian PM
aong with al other BRICS
members.

At the virtual meet, all
head of statesexcepting In-

diaand Ethiopiatook part.
Presdent Xi Jnping of China
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin contributedin
abigway in suggesting the
action plan. Indiawas rep-
resented by our foreign
minister Dr. S Jaishankar
whom no one took note
when other head of states
were taking part. Dr.

Nitya Chakraborty

discourse. The world re-
quires constructive and
cooperative approaches to
promotetradethat issustain-
able. Increasing barriersand
complicating transactions
will not help.”. Thisisafine
addressfor anormal global

17th BRICS Summit
2025

India’s Role in Strengthening Global South
Cooperation

¢

BRICS

Brasil 2025

SUL GLOBAL INCLUSIVO E SUSTENTAVEL

Jaishankar, asusual gavean
academiclectureontheglo-
bd chdlengesrardly touching
ontheneed for joint action
against theUSdecision. He
expressed only concern at
thelinking of trademeasures
to non trade barriers. This
indirectly hit at the recent
actionsof the US President
but thiswas drowned inthe
verbiage of lectureon global
trade issues without men-
tioning theimmediateactions
to betaken.

Jaishankar said ** The
trade patterns and market

access are today prominent
issuesintheglobal economic

trade scenario. But the
present situationin 2025is
not normal asaresult of the
actions of Donald Trump.
How to meet that challenge?

There was no concrete
suggestionin Dr. Jaishankar’
speech to deal with theim-
mediateissues.

Rather he dealt with the
problemwithin BRICS. He
said that BRICS can set an
exampleby reviewing trade
flows among its member
states. What Indiais con-
cerned, someof our biggest
deficits are with BRICS
partners and we have been

Delegates of Bihar State Conference
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pressing for expeditious so-
[utions. Thisissuecould have
been avoided at thisvirtual
BRICSmest a thistime. The
meet wascdledto defineim-
mediate strategy to meet the
US measures on tariff and
linking political issueswith
trade matters. That should
have been mainfocusof In-
diainthegpeechwhichitwas
not.

Chinese President called
theUSaction asatariff war,
whileboth Brazilian Presi-
dent and South African
President suggested joint
actionto combat tariff black-
mail while President Putin
also used strong wordswith-
out naming Trump. Indian
PM NarendraModi’s ab-
senceat thevirtua meet was
taken note of by the other
BRICS members, especialy
Brazil since President Lula
will be handing over the
BRICS presidency to
NarendraModi next year
and India will host the
BRICS summit in 2026.
NarendraM odi skipping the
virtual summit has led to
somemisgivingsamong the
BRICS members since he
took avery active part at the
last SCO summit at Tianjin
on August 31 and Septem-
ber 1 asalso at the BRICS
summit at Rio deJaneiroon
July 6 and 7. Asregardsthe
UN general assembly, the
UN session starts on Sep-
tember 23 and will continue
till September 30.Indian PM
was given aslot to address
on September 26. Thesame
day, China, Pakistan and
Bangladesh have been given
dotsfor addressing thegen-
eral assembly. In such a
critica period, the UN forum
isused by the head of states
of the member countriesto
aticulatethelr postiononthe
major issuesfacing the na-
tion asalso theworld. The
USPresident Donald Trump
will be addressing the UN
assembly on September 23.
Itisquite certain that Paki-
stan PrimeMinister Shehbaz

Sharif and Bangladesh
Government’schief adviser
Dr. Muhammead Yunuswill be
attending.

Both Pakistan and
Bangladeshwill bearticulat-
ing their respective positions
onthemajor issues. Pakistan
issureto mention about is-
sues with India. Dr.
Jai shankar will berepresent-
ing Indiabut hewill begetting
aslot at the fag end of the
session and nobody will be
listening to him. Both Paki-
stan PM and Bangladesh
chief adviser will takefull ad-
vantage of the absence of
NarendraModi to present
their one sided version re-
garding India.. That will go
unchallenged. If PM Modi
would have attended, he
would have been thefirst on
September 26 to addressthe
assembly. All other head of
statesof China, Pakistan and
Bangladesh have been given
slots after him, as per the
original assembly schedule.

But what arethereal rea-
sons for NarendraModi’s
decisontoskipthevery cru-
cial UN general assembly
session? Onereason may be
that Prime Minister
NarendraModi may liketo
avoid meeting the US Presi-
dent who will be presentin
thesessonfromthefirst day.

PrimeMinister isnot re-
sponding to Trump'scallsif
theUSmediareportsareto
bebelieved. It isno way of
running diplomacy. You talk
to Trumpif hewantsto talk
and tell India’s positionin
clear terms. Thereisnoneed
for hide and seek approach.
Indiaisavast country with
thelargest populationinthe
world asalso thefifth larg-
est economy. PM must have
the gutsto tell Trump what
Indiathinksabout itspolicy.
Meetings take place and
might end in disagreements,
but dialoguemust go onwith
both friends and foes. Per-
haps NarendraModi has
forgottenthisageold dictum.
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The War on Truth: Why Palestinian
Journalists Are Being Systematically Erased

Thekilling of seven Pal-
estinian journalists and
media workersin Gaza on
August 10 and five moreon
August 25 has prompted
verbal condemnations, yet
hasinspired littleto no sub-
stantive action. This has
becomethe predictableand
horrifying trajectory of the
international community’s
responseto theongoing Is-
raeli genocide.

By diminating Plestinian
journaisgtslikeAnasa-Sharif
and Mohammed Qraigeh,
Israel has made a sinister
statement that the genocide
will spareno one. According
to the monitoring website
Shireen.ps, | srael
haskilled nearly 270journd-
istssince October 2023.

Morejourndigsarelikey
todiecovering thegenocide
of their own peoplein Gaza,
especialy since Israel has
manufactured aconvenient
and easily deployed narrative
that every Gazanjourndistis
amply a“terrorig”. Thisisthe
samecruel logic offered by
numerous|sradi officiasin
the past, including Israeli
President Isaac Herzog,
who declared that “ an entire
nation” in Gaza"isrespon-
sible’ for not having rebelled
against Hamas, effectively
dating that therearenoinno-
cent peoplein Gaza.

This Israeli discourse,
which dehumanizes entire
populations based on a vi-
cious logic, is frequently
repeeted by officidswhofear
no accountability. Evenlsradi
diplomats, whose job in
theory is to improve their
country’simageinternation-
aly, frequently engageinthis
brutal ritual. In comments
madein January 2024, |sradli
ambassador to theUK, Tzipi
Hotovely,
caloudy argued that “ every
school, every mosque, every
second house has access to
tunndls” implyingthat al of
Gazaisavalid military tar-
get.

Thiscruelty of language
would beeasly dismissed as
mererhetoric, except that Is-
rael has, infact, according to
Euro-Med Human Rights
M o n i t o r
reports, destroyed over

70percent of Gaza's infra-
structure.

Whileextremist language
is often used by politicians
aroundtheworld, itisrarefor
theextremism of thelanguage
to so precisely mirror theex-
tremism of the action itself.
Thismakes|sragli political
discourseauniquely danger-
ous phenomenon.

There can beno military
judtificationfor thewholesale

annihilation of an entirere-
gion. Yetagain, thelsradisare
not shying away from provid-
ingthepolitical discoursethat
explainsthisunprecedented
destruction. Former Knesset
member Moshe Feiglin
chillingly said, last May, that
“Every child, every baby in
Gazais an enemy... not a
singleGazan childwill beleft
there”

But for the systematic de-
gtruction of awholenationto
succeed, it must includethe
ddiberatetargeting of itssci-

entists, doctors, intellectuas,
journalists, artistsand poets.
While children and women
remainthelargest categories
of victims, many of those
killedindeliberate assassina
tions appear to be targeted
specificaly to disorient Pal-

Ramzy Baroud

estinian society, depriveit of
societd leadership, and ren-
der the processof rebuilding
Gazaimpossible.

Thesefigurespowerfully
illusratethispoint: according
to areport released by the
United NationsOfficefor the
Coordination of Humanitar-

satellite damage assessment
conducted in July, 97 percent
percent of Gaza's educa-
tional facilities have been
affected, with 91 percent in
need of major repairsor full
reconstruction. Additionally,
hundreds of teachers and
thousands of students have
been killed.

Butwhy islsradl sointent
onkilling thoseresponsible
for intellectual production?
Theanswer istwofold: one
uniqueto Gaza, and the other
uniquetothenatureof Israd’s

foundingideology, Zionism.
First, regarding Gaza:
Since the Nakba in 1948,
Palestinian society in Gaza
hasinvested heavily in edu-
cation, seeingitasacrucia
tool for liberation and self-

determination. Early footage
showsclassroomsbeing held
in tents and open spaces, a
testament tothiscommunity’s
tenacious pursuit of knowl-
edge. Thisfocuson education
transformed the Stripintoa
regional hubfor intellectual
and cultural production, de-
spite poorly funded
UNRWA schools. Israel’s
campaign of destructionisa
deliberate attempt to erase
this generational achieve-

ment, a practice known as
scholagticide, and Gazaisthe
most deliberate exampl e of
thishorrificact.

Second, regarding Zion-
ism: For many years, wewere
led to believe that Zionism
waswinning theintellectual
war duetotheclevernessand
refinement of Israeli propa
ganda, or hasbara. The
prevailing narrative, particu-
larly intheArab world, was
that Palestinians and Arabs
weresmply nomatchfor the
savvy lsraeli and pro-lsragli
publicrelationsmachinein

Western media. Thiscreated
asenseof intellectual inferi-
ority, masking thetruereason
for theimbaance.

Israd wasableto“win” in
mainstream mediadiscourse
due to the intentional
marginalization and

demonization of Palestinian
and pro-Palestinian voices.
Thelatter had no chance of
fighting back smply because
they werenot alowedto, and
wereinstead |abeled as*” ter-
rorist sympathizers’ andthe
like. Eventhelate, world-re-
nowned Palestinian scholar
Edward Said was called a
“Nazi” by theextremist, now-
banned Jewish Defense
L eague, who went so far as
to set thebeloved professor’'s
universty officeonfire.

Gaza, however, repre-
sentedamgjor problem. With
foreignmediaforbiddenfrom
operatinginthe Strip per Is-
raeli orders, the Gazan

. intellectua rosetothe occa
.~ sonand, inthecourseof two

years, managed to reverse
most of Zionism’'sgainsover
the past century. Thisforced
Israel into a desperate race
against time to remove as
many Palestinianjournaists,
intellectuas, academics, and
evensocia mediainfluencers
fromthesceneasquickly as
possible—thus, the war on
the Palestinian thinker.

Thelsradi logic, however,
isdestinedtofall, asideasare
not tied to specificindividu-
als, and resilience and
resistanceareaculture, nota
jobtitle. Gazashdl oncemore
emerge, not only asthecul-
turally thriving placeit has
alwayshbeen, but asthe cor-
nerstoneof anew liberation
discoursethatissettoinspire
thegloberegarding the power
of intellect to stand firm, to
fight for what isright, and to
livewith purposefor ahigher
cause.

Dr. RamzyBaroud is a
journdigt, author and the Edi-
tor of The Palestine
Chronicle. Heistheauthor of
six books. Hisforthcoming
book, ‘ BeforetheHood,” will
be published by Seven Sto-
ries Press. His other books
include‘Our Visionfor Lib-
eration’, ‘My Father was a
Freedom Fighter’ and ‘ The
Last Earth’. Baroud is a
Non-resident Senior Re-
search Fellow at the Center
for Idamand Global Affairs
(CIGA). His website
IS www.ramzybaroud.net
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Media Faces Unprecedented
Attack in Bangladesh

For years, Turkey’'s
RecepTayyipErdodan was
notoriousfor running one
of theworld’'s largest pris-
onsfor journalists. Today,
shockingly, Bangladesh
has joined this shameful
club under the unelected,
military-backed rule.

Sincetheldamist-backed
coup of 2024 that brought
Yunusto power, Bangladesh
has witnessed an unprec-
edented assault on press
freedom. Journalistsare be-
ing charged under bogus
murder cases, dragged into
court under the draconian
Anti-TerrorisnAct, beatenin
custody, and sllenced through
fear. What was once a vi-
brant, if imperfect, media
landscapeisnow being suf-
focated under
state-patronized repression
that increasingly resembles
Tdiban-dyleauthoritarianism.

Accordingtothelnterna-
tional Journaists Network,
“Therehave been morethan
354 journdistsharassed, 74
cases of violence reported,
113 criminal charges filed,
and presscredentiasrevoked
for 167 journdigts, according
to the RRAG report”. The
same report notes that 294
attacksand harassment cases
havetaken placesinceYunus
assumed power.

Unsurprisingly, Yunus's
Press Wing dismissed the
findingsas*awildly midead-
ing pieceof disnformation”.

TR Itee

Salah Uddin Shoaib
Choudhury

But denial has becomerou-
tine for his administration,
which has consistently
brushed aside allegations of
human rightsabuses, repres-
sion of minorities, and the
systematic intimidation of
journdigts.
BehLihYi,Adaprogram
coordinator at the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ), condemnedtheYunus
regime'stactics “Wearedis-

turbed by the apparently
basd essdetentionsand crimi-
na casesagaingt journdigts,
and incidents of media
groups& #39; offices being
targeted and vandalized.

Theseassaultson pressfree-
dommust end. They createa
chilling effect onthemedid’.

Theassault onjournalist
MonjurulAlamPannaonAu-
gust 28, 2025, serves as a
chilling example. Pannawas
arrested froman auditorium
of the Dhaka Reporters
Unity whileattendingadis-
cussion titled “Our Great
LiberationWar and the Con-
dtitution of Bangladesh”.

The program, organized
by Mancha71, wasviolently
disrupted by agroup of pro-
testors who had issued

threats online beforehand.

Thelnternationa Federa-
tion of Journalists (IFJ)
condemned Panna’s arrest,
highlighting that he and 15
otherswere detained under
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fabricated charges. During his

court appearance the next
day, Pannawasparadedina
bulletproof vest and helmet,
as if he were a dangerous
criminal. On September 4,
images went viral showing
policeofficerschokinghimin
court - an act of blatant bru-
tality that underscored the

Yunusregime sconfidencein
itsimpunity.

Legd experts rightsactiv-
ists, and journalists across
Bangladesh have condemned
thechargesaspoaliticaly mo-
tivated. Yet Pannaremains
behind bars in Keranigan
Centrd Jail, symbolizingthe
grim reality of situation in
Bangladesh.

What makesthisrepres-
sonevenmoredarmingisthe
hypocrisy: whileindependent
journalists are persecuted,
|slamist extremists operate
with disturbing freedom.
Ansar al-Islam, the
Bangladeshi branch of Al
Qaeda, openly justifiesthe
killingsof secular writersand
bloggersby brandingthemas
“enemiesof Idam’”. Instead of
confronting theseextremists,
Yunus'sgovernment hasal-
lowed their rhetoric to
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flourish, ensuring that fear
dominatesthe public sphere.

In July 2025,
IdamiAndolan, Bangladesh
vowed to model Bangladesh
after Taliban-ruled Afghani-
gtan. Jamaat-e-Idami, oneof
Yunus'skey dlies, ispushing
foramilar Idamig godswhile
ensuring that theregimere-
mainsin power indefinitely.

This dangerous conver-
genceof staterepressionand
Idamist radicdismthreatens
totransform Bangladeshinto
aregional epicentre of ex-
tremism.

Earlier thisyear, acoali-
tion of major human rights
organizations - including
Amnesty International, AR-
TICLE 19, Human Rights
Watch, PEN America, and
the Committee to Protect
Journalists - issued a joint
statement warning of thede-
terioraing Stuation:

“Wenotewith alarmthe
number of arrests and inci-
dents of harassment and
violenceagainst individuals
and human rightsdefenders
exercisngther right tofree-
dom of expression in
Bangladesh. Thegovernment
hasan obligation to guaran-
tee the right to freedom of
expression, including protect-
ing people from attacks by
non-stateactors’.

ThelInternationa Society
for Human Rights echoed
Similar concernsinitsstate-
ment “Violent attacks and
casesagainst Journaistsare
ontheRisg’. Ithighlighted the
surgeof violent attackssince
February 2025, withjournal-
ists beaten with sticks and
hammers by police and po-
liticd activigts.

Bangladesh hasnow been
listed among the most dan-
gerous countries for
journdigtsin SouthAsa

New Age Weekly
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Indians in Ireland

Growth and the Shadow of Xenophobia

Ireland, theEmerald Isle, iscel-
ebrated for its stunning landscapes,
vibrant culture, and welcomingamo-
sphere. Fromthe Cliffsof Moher to
theRing of Kerry, itsnatural beauty
and rich history draw tourists and
migrantsaike. Among these, theln-
dian community has emerged asa
sgnificant presence, contributingto
Irdland’seconomy and multicultural
fabric. However, recent reports of
racia hostility haveraised concerns
about their safety, prompting reflec-
tionontheir rolein Ireland and the
challengesthey face.

Asof 2024, over 45,000 Indians
resideinlreland, drawn by opportu-
nities in education, technology,
hedlthcare, and business, particularly
in Dublin, Cork, and Galway. The
Indian diasporabegan growinginthe
late 1990sduring Ireland’s* Celtic
Tiger” economic boom. Indian pro-
fessonds especidly inI T, hedthcare,
and engineering, havebeen
pivota to lreland’sdevel -
opment. Notably, 21
percent of Irdland’ sforeign-
born nursesand midwives
hail from India, forming a
cornerstone of the
hedlthcare system.

Indian studentsalso con- ¥
tribute significantly, | |
atending prestigiousingitu- |
tionslike Trinity Collegeb
Dublin. Their presenceen-
richesreland’s academic
environment with diverse
perspectives. Beyond
academia, Indian restau-
rants, cultural festivalslike
Diwali and Holi, and com- |
munity organizationshave
woven Indiantraditionsinto
Ireland’scultural tapestry.
These celebrations, particularly in
Dublin, areembraced by locals, fos-
tering cultural exchange. Higtoricdly,
shared strugglesagaingt Britishcolo-
nialism have created abond between
Irdland and India, easingtheintegra:
tionof Indianmigrants.

Indian professondsareintegrd to
Irdland sstatusasaEuropean hub for
IT and pharmaceuticals. Companies
rely ontheir expertiseto driveinno-
vation and growth. In healthcare,
Indian nursesand doctorsarevita to
hospitalslike &. James'sin Dublin,
whererepresentativesacknowledge
the system’s dependence on their
contributions. Indian busnesses, from
restaurantsto tech startups, further
bol ster the economy.
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Culturdly, the Indian community
promotes mutual understanding
through festivalsand organi zations.
Many Indians, like Ramakrishnan
Ramanathan, along-term resident,
describelreland aswelcoming and
egditarian, withminimal discrimina-
tion based on caste or region. This
environment hashigoricaly madelre-
land an attractive destination for
Indian migrants, fostering asense of
belonging.

Despitethese contributions, recent
incidentsof racia hostility have cast
ashadow. Reports of attackson In-
dians, including violent assaultsand
verbal harassment, have surged. On
August 1, 2025, the Indian Embassy
issued an advisory urging vigilance,
advisng Indiancitizenstoavoidiso-
lated areasand providing ahelpline
for emergencies.

NotableincidentsincludeaJduly
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19, 2025, attack on a 40-year-old
[ ndian man, who was stabbed and left
bloodied by teenagers. A six-year-old
Indian girl was harassed and told to
“go back to her country.” Profession-
aslikedatascientist Santosh Yadav
andtaxi driver Lakhveer Singh have
alsofaced racialy motivated attacks.
Over 600racid atackswerereported
in 2022, many targeting non-European
immigrants, with Indians often sub-
jectedtodurslike“dirty Indian.”

Therootsof thishodtility arecom-
plex. Some locals perceive
immigrantsin high-skill sectorsas
threatsto job opportunities. Social
mediahasamplified extremist rheto-
ric, with far-right groups inciting
hatred. Alarmingly, childrenasyoung
as12 areinvolvedinattacks, suggest-

ing xenophobic ideasare spreading
among younger generations, possibly
dueto social pressuresor radica in-
fluences.

Thechallengesfaced by Indians
inlreland reflect abroader global is-
sue. Similar racid attackshave been
reported in the United States, Aus-
tralia, and Canada. India'sMinistry
of Externa Affairsnotesthat between
2020 and 2024, over 90 Indian stu-
dentsfaced attacks abroad, with 30
fadities. Thesedatigticshighlight the
vulnerability of Indianmigrantsandthe
need for internationa cooperationto
addressxenophobia.

The situation demandsurgent ac-
tionfrom the Irish government and
society. Whilelreland hasbeen his-
torically welcoming, theseincidents
risk damagingitsreputation. Thegov-
ernment must enforce stricter
measures against hate crimes and

launch campaigns to promote
inclusivity. Community programs,
such as teaching Irish language or
sportsto immigrant children, could
foster mutual respect and bridgedi-
vides.

For the Indian community, the
choiceiswhether to stay and advo-
cate for change or return to India.
Many remain committed to contrib-
uting to Ireland’ sprogress, but their
safety must beprioritized. Thelndian
government could engagewith Irish
authoritiesto ensure citizen protec-
tion, strengthening bilaterd ties.

Ireland remainsaland of oppor-
tunity, wherethe Indian community
hasthrived for decades. Their eco-
nomic, cultural, and social
contributionsareimmense, from bol-
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stering the healthcare systemto en-
riching the cultural landscape.
However, therecent surgeinracial
attacksunderscorestheneedfor vigi-
lanceand actionto preservelrdand’'s
inclusivereputation. Asone lndian
resident noted, “Ireland isalovely
country, but theseincidentsarestain-
ingitsimage.” Collectiveeffortsto
combat hatred and promote
inclusvity areessentid toensurelre-
land remains asafe and welcoming
homefor all.

Thelndiancommunity inlreland
hasgrown sgnificantly, con-
tributing to the nation’s
cultural and economic fab-
ric. Asof 2025, over 45,000
Indianimmigrantsand their
descendantsliveinlreland,

-« drawn by opportunitiesin
E_-f . tech, hedlthcare, and educa
tion. Citieslike Dublinand
Cork host vibrant Indian fes-

. . ‘““tivaslikeDiwali, fostering

! cultural exchange. Indian

s = :.jﬂ‘i %, professionals, particularly in
e ' I T, bolster Ireland’ sreputa-

= tion as a tech hub, with
"% companieslike Googleand
#" Microsoft employing many.
However, thisgrowthis
marred by rising xenopho-
bia. Recent incidents,
including verbal abuseand
occasiona physica attacks,
highlight tensonsfuded by economic
concernsand misinformation. Anti-
immigrant sentiments, oftenamplified
onsocia media, haveledto protests,
with sometargeting Indian workers.
Despitelreland’shistory of emigra-
tion, myths about job competition
pers, sraining community reaions.
TheIndian diasporaremainsre-
slient, forming support networksand
engaging in advocacy. Government
initiativespromotingintegration, like
intercultural programs, amto bridge
divides. Yet, addressing xenophobia
requiresstronger policiesagaing hate
crimesand public education to dispel
sereotypes. Thelndian community’s
contributionsareundeniable, but their
full acceptancehingeson Ireland con-
fronting these challenges head-on.
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Calls for Removal of Nitish...

From Page 09

try to the pro-corporate and
anti-people policies of the
central government, which
haveled to acontinuous de-
cline in employment
opportunities. He noted that
assembly electionsin Bihar
are scheduled for this year
and emphasi sed that the en-
tirenationisclosay watching
thiselection. Hecdledfor the
formationof anIndiaAlliance
government inthe upcoming
assembly dectionstoreplace
thecurrent BJP-JDU govern-
ment and to create a
prosperousandthriving Bihar.
CPI General Secretary D.
Rgaremarked that the Com-
munist Party of India was
founded withtiestothepride
of the freedom movement,
highlighting that thed ogan of
“Poorna Swarg)” was first
introduced by the CPI. He
noted that the party is cur-

rently celebrating its cente-
nary year, as it was
establisned on December 26,
1925. Heemphasised that the
history of the CPI is
characterised by struggle,

sacrifice, and martyrdom.
Additionally, heannounced
that the 25th National Con-
ference of the CPI will take
placefrom September 21 to
September 25, 2025.

The RSS and BJP have
introduced the slogan “ One

Country, One Election,”
branding it asaconspiracy to
undermine democracy. The
General Secretary
emphasi sed that the Consti-
tution guaranteestheright to
votefor all adultswho have
reached the age of 18. He
argued that theright to vote
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isacondtitutiond right, yet the
ElectionCommissonisdleg-
edly compromising thisright
at the BJP's behest. He as-
serted that the primary goal
of the Communist Party of
India(CPl) istoremovethe
BJP from power at the na

tional level, adoptingthed o-
gan “Save the Country,
RemoveBJP” Hecalled for
aunited effort fromthe Grand
Allianceto oust theBJP-JDU
government in Bihar, stress-
ing theimportance of strong
unity to eradicatethe NDA
from power. TheCPl inBihar
isarobust party with signifi-
cant public support. It
represents the interests of
workers and farmers and
seeksrevolutionary change.

He noted that attackson
women, Dalits, tribals, and
minoritieshaveincreased un-
der the BJP government,
which he claims promotes
casteism and communalism.
Hecdledfor thedefest of the
BJP-RSS alliance and
emphasised the need to
strengthen the Communist
Party of India. Heurged the
party to expand its presence
inboth rura and urban areas,
stating, “ Bihar must become
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the number one party inthe
country.” Heinssted that the
CPI should secure respect-
able positions within the
Grand Alliance and have a
strong representation in the
Bihar Assembly whileinten-
sfyingtheir sruggle.

Theorganisationd sesson
commenced on Tuesday,
marking the second day of
the state conference. The
agendaincluded the condo-
lenceletter, politica proposd,
political review report, and
organisationd report. Discus-
sions on these reports have
also begun. The
organisational session was
addressed by National Sec-
retary NagendraNath Ojha,
National Secretary Dr. Girish
Chandra Sharma, Nationa
Secretary Pallab Sen Gupta,
and State Secretary
Ramnaresh Pandey, among
others.

P. P. H. PUBLICATIONS

S.No. Title Author Name Price
1 In Defence of MaterialisminAncient India Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 10
2 Sacio-Palitical Viewsof Vivekananda Binoy K. Roy 0]
3 What isthe Theory of Relativity L. Landau, Y. Rumer 0
4 Emergence of A Slave Caste Pulayasof Kerala K. Saradamoni 450
5 Communist In Indian Women’s M ovement Renu Chakravartty 300
6 Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism Lenin 100
7 Dialecticsof Nature Engels 30
8 Comrade Chandrappan (Memories) Trans. By V.1,. Thomas 10
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Rising up to Fight against Genocide

Pdestiniansamidst block-
inghumanitarianad, bombing
hospitals, and even shooting
at civilians, queued for food
distribution. Thesedevelop-
ments, combined with a
growing global campaign
against the settler-colonial
government in Tel Aviv, are
now shaping theresponsesof
governmentsthat oncesided
withlsradl.

With no accountability in
sight, Netanyahu'sgovern-
ment faces increasing
diplomaticisolation, eroding
what remainsof itscredibil-
ity. Palestineand Gazahave
become mainstream issues
not only in Europe but also
withintheUnited Statesitsdf.
Thisiswhy September has
becomesuchacrucial turn-
ing point. Under therules of

ing for Peace mechanism
authorises the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) to act
whenthe Security Council is
blocked by theveto of aper-
manent member. Throughthis
mechanism, the UNGA could
mandate the deployment of a
UN protection forceto Pal-
esine—tosafeguardcivilians,
ensurehumanitarianaid, pre-
serveevidenceof war crimes,
and support recovery andre-
congtruction.

The upcoming deadline
set by the UN Genera As-
sembly last year for Isragli
compliancewith the orders
and findings of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (1CJ)
—with apromiseof “further
measures’ in the event of
non-compliance — marks a
critical moment for action.

tionislongoverdue. Inthis
context, Belgium has an-
nounced it will recognisea
Pdediniangaea theUNGA
thismonth, dongside France,
Britain, Canada, and Austra-
lia. Belgium also plans to
imposetwelve sanctionson
Isradl, including abanonall
productsfromillegal settle-
mentsin the West Bank and
areview of public procure-
ment policiesinvolving lsradi
companies.

Gazaisat aflashpoint—a
moment of reckoning when
history convulsesfor thePal-
estinian people, yet equally
charged with the potentia to
transform, to dismantle a
genocidal settler state that
wagesanincessant campagn
of racist violence and de-
Sruction.

iMAF‘IEH TO THE UN

theUnited NationstheUnit-  Indeed, thetimefor interven-

Onw (Record ...

11 migrant workersfromIndiadlegethat they
have been stranded in Oman with their pass-
ports confiscated by their employers upon
refusing to continue to work round the clock
without being paid.At present, the employers
havewithheld their passportsand haveforced
them out of their accommodations. “We have
beenlivinginthemosgues, and eating the | eft-
over foodintherestaurantsinthearea. Wejust
want our salariesand passports so that we can
go home,” said Das.On August 26, we asked
theemployersfor our rightful pay and that we
did not want to work beyond our contract of
working for 10 hours, “ said Mr. Sheikh. On
listening to their demands, theempl oyersthrest-
enedthemthat if they stopped working, not only
would they lose out on their pay but also be
thrown out of their official accommodation, said
theworkers. — The Hindu, September 11.

*k*

The Supreme Court hailed thestability of the
Indian Condtitution’sframework, underliningits _ N
significancea atimewhen neighbouring states ~ the partiesshould beallowedtorely onempirical

rateislower than that of the US, which hasa
rate of 5.6 infant deaths per 1000 livebirthsin

likeNepa and Bangladesh havewitnessedvio-  dataonthestatusof variousBillssubmitted to Gov-
lent political turmoil.”We are proud of our
Congtitution... when we seewhatever ishap-

ernors. — Thelndian Express, September 11.

* k%

2022." Thereisawidegapintheinfant mortaity
rate between the rural and urban areasin the

country. Therateintherural areasis 28, while

Over theyears, Kerala'sinfant mortality rate  that in urban areasis 19. Butin Keraa, thereis
has gone down dueto the sustained effortsinthe  no urban-rural differenceintheinfant mortality
hedlth sector.Kerala sinfant mortality rateisdown  rate. Thisshowsthat peoplein Keralacan ac-
to 5 per 1,000 livebirths, accordingtothe Sample  cesshedlth careserviceswithout any urban-rural
Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report- divide,” shesaid.Over theyears, Kerada sinfant

2023.Thereport, released earlier thisweek, says mortality rate has gone down due to the sus-
—Thelndian

pening in neighbouring states, like what
happened in Nepal yesterday,” CJl B R Gavai
sad. The CJl-ledfive-judge Condtitution bench,
also comprising Justices SuryaKant, Vikram
Nath, PSNarassmhaand A S Chandurkar, is
hearing the reference made by President

Droupadi Murmu inthewake of thetop court . :
fixingtimelimitsfor President and Govermorsto  that the national average is 25 per 1000 live  tanedeffortsinthehealth sector..

act on billssubmitted by statelegidatures The  births.Citing the report, Kerala health minister Express, September 6.
remarks came during adiscussiononwhether  VeenaGeorgesaid that the state’sinfant mortality - Compiled by C. Adhikesavan
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Karnataka CPI Concludes State Conference

With a Resolve to Fight against Communalism

Harish Bala

KALABURAGI: The
conference of Karnataka
state unit of the Communist
Party of India concluded
with a clarion call to reor-
ganize the party and going
to the masses.

It is in the context of
Kalaburagi, acity of secular
values, where famous reli-
giousstructureslike Khwaja
Banda Nawaz Dargah,
Sharanabashavehwara
templeand BuddhaVihar co-
existed peacefully,but
witnessed recently the ex-
tremesuffering of commundl
barbarity and chaos.

The 24" state conference
of the CPI,heldinthecity of
Kalaburagi on August
30,31and September,started
withavibrant rally inwhich

thousands of CPI comrades
marched under the shadow
of red flagswhich they car-
ried ontheir shoulders. The
rally wasinaugurated by se-
nior high court advocateand
senior party leader Vilas
Kumar.

Prior totheraly, adistrict
widejatha under the theme
secularism and save Consti-
tution was held for aweek.

Thejathaculminated at the
starting point of therally by
handing over the preambleof
the Condtitution.

After the rally, a public
meeting was held. Senior
journalist and intellectual

Vil

f die ﬁ “ 1
Ramzan Dargah, whoisaso
the chairman of the confer-
ence reception committee,
inaugurated the public meet-

ing. CPI National Secretariat
members Azeez Pasha,
Amarjeet Kaur, senior lead-
ersDr. Siddanagouda Patil ,
R.K.Hudugi, Maruti Gokhale
adressed the meeting. CPI
Karnataka State Secretary
Saathi Sundaresh presided

CPI Karnataka State Secretary Saathi Sundaresh addressing the state Conference

over themesting.

Next day, delegate session
started with the party flag
being hoisted by senior leader
and veteran doctor
Dr.Sampath Rao. The del-
egate session was
inaugurated by Azeez Pasha.
Amarjeet Kaur presented the
political draft resolutionin
detail. CPI Telangana state
assSdant secretary TSrinivasa
Rao greeted the conference.
From various districts, 140
delegatescameand took part
intheproceedingsof thecon-
ference.

Saathi Sundaresh placed
thepolitical, _rgani zi onal

) &

‘ .
e e

N

and work reports, on which
delegates discussed thor-
oughly.

On the last day,state
council was elected by the
conferencewhichonitsturn,
elected Saathi Sundaresh as
thedate secretary for thethird
time. Shivrg Biradar was
elected asthetreasurer.

Many political and orga-
nizational resolutionswere
passed inthe conferenceand
concluded with therenewed
zeal and hope to reach the
masses, politicisethem and
strengthen and build up the
organisation.
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