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A Congress for the Future

The 24th Congress of our party, the Communist
Party of India, is taking place from October 14 to
18,2022 in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. Since our
last Party Congress held in Kollam, the nation has
been witnessing major assaults on our parliamen-
tary democracyunder RSS-BJP rule. Discrimination
and vilification against minorities, encroachments
on the rights of SC, ST and women, polarization,
privatization of PSUs and brazen attempts at sub-
verting our Constitution have become frequent.

BJP government’s
neo-liberal crony capital-
ism is resulting in
unprecedented concen-
tration of wealth with the
top one per cent of the
population. The names
of Ambani and Adani
have become synony-
mous with the deep
running favouritismand
inequality. Unemploy-
ment is at an
unprecedent high. Modi
government’s misman-
agement of COVID-19
pandemic claimed lives
and livelihoods of mil-
lions and plunged the
nationinto a deep crisis.

Entireworld iswitness
to grave imperialist as-
saults and rise of
right-wing and far-right
forces. The growth of
right-wing populism
and systematic disman-
tling of some of the
largest democracies in
the world is a feature
running through our
times.

Despite this aggres-
sive posturing of
right-wing forces, rays of
hopes are also visible
throughout the globe in
these gloomy times in
the form of popular and

ideological strugglesled
by the Left. The Left is
tightingagainsttheforces
of neo-liberalism, reli-
gious fundamentalism,
xenophobia and dis-
crimination all over the
globe. The Left has en-
abled strong resistance
movement against the
anxieties created by the
spread of finance capital.
In many countries of
Latin America, these
movements have solidi-
fied and assumed power
withastrong pro-people
agenda while resisting
imperialist onslaught.
These developmentsare
important both economi-
cally as they present an
alternative and geopoliti-
cally for their resistance
to the US-led hegemonic
order.

India too, is not insu-
lated from  these
developments on the
globe. Trampling all
democratic institutions
and dividing the society
has been the agenda of
the RSS through Modi. A
sentiment of victimhood
has been constructed
among the majority
through elaborate sym-
bolism to unite them
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against the minorities.
RSS-BJP are quick in ap-
propriating the
fault-lines of caste and
region to further the
Hindutva project which
is another name for a
majoritarian monolithic
theocracy. Hollowness
of development claims
made by the BJP are not
being discussed by the
BJPitself. Instead of giv-
ing jobs, RSS-BJP is
giving hatred and anxi-
eties to the youth.
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Instead of alleviating the
nation from poverty and
inequality, RSS-BJP are
alleviating the nation of
peace and communal
harmony. Inour country
too, the Left is steadfast
inits commitment to the
people and their needs
and is acting as the lead-
ing force to protect a
democratic and secular
India while strengthen-
ing our fight for
socialism.

Public Sector has been
the solid foundation of
our economy.
Nationalised, planned

industry enabled the
country to become self-
sufficientin core sectors
after getting freedom
from Britishrule. Disad-
vantaged communities
got opportunities and
representation through
reservation policies in
the public sector. Sys-
tematic dismantling of
the public sector under
Modiis theresultofideo-
logical reliance on
neo-liberalism with
strong dosages of
cronyism threatening our
economic sovereignty
and defeating theidea of
social justice. Multi-na-
tional corporate giants
with no social responsi-
bility are plundering our
natural resources. Our
forests, mines, rivers and
fields are at their dis-
posal to exploit. Massive
damageis being done to
the environment in the
search for profits.

Ugly expressions of
capitalism are knocking
at our doors. Recently
withdrawn Farm Laws
are one good example.
TheFarm Lawsintended
to hand over rural India
tocorporates ona platter.
After capital intensive
sectors of manufacturing
and services, capitalism
is looking forward to
dominate agriculture
and allied activities in
the country. Unem-
ployed and frustrated
young men and women
of the country, especially
the educated ones, are
restive. We have seen

large scale protests over
employment issues.
Modi made promises of
giving two crorejobs per
year but the destruction
of the Indian economy
under him is so drastic
that nothing
materialised. Adding
insulttoinjury, BJP gov-
ernment announced the
contractual Agnipath
Scheme for recruitment
in armed forces. This
amounts to nothing less
thanbetrayal of promises
made to country’s youth
and students.

The COVID-19 crisis
proved beyond doubt
that the only political
force which can give a
sustainable and pro-
people model of
governance is the Left.
The policies of the right-
wing are based on profit
and greed while the Left
modelis one of selflessly
serving the people. In
Kerala, the development
model was recon-
structed to effectively
combat the pandemic. Its
success was lauded all
over the country and it
received accolades from
many international plat-
forms.

Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh’s
Assault on the idea of
India is continuing with
great vigour and state
patronage. Their idea of
Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan
is monolithic and seeks
toflatten out the cultural,
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Karl Marx

“The Communists
fightfor theattainment of
immeidate aims, for the
enforcement of the mo-
mentary interests of the
working class; butin the
movement of the present,
they also represent and
take care of the future of
thatmovement.” [Commu-
nist Manifesto]

Frederick Engel

“The Communist
Manifesto had already
proclaimed the winning
of universal suffrage, of
democracy, as one of the
firstand mostimportant
tasks of the militant pro-
letariat.”

And then “...We are
not so stupid” as to go
“where the guns shoot
and thesabersslash”, as
the enemy wants.

Engels about the vot-
ersof GermanSDP as the
“shock force” of world
workers movement:
“The two million voters
whomitsends to the bal-
lotbox, together with the
young men and women
who stand behind them
as non-voters, form the
most numerous, most
compact mass, the deci-
sive “shock force’ of the
international proletarian
army.

(Frederick Engels, Intro-
duction of1895, to Marx’s
‘The Class Struggles in
France’, SW1, Moscow,
1973, p195).
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Lenin on Two

Tactics of Social
Democracy

“...it is quite absurd
to think thata bourgeois
revolution doesnotatall
express proletarian in-
terests.”

“The removal of all
the remnants of the old
order which hamper the
broad, free,and rapid de-
velopment of capitalism
is of absolute advantage
totheworkingclass. The
bourgeois revolution is
precisely an upheaval
that most resolutely
sweeps away survivals
of the past...”

“...The more com-
plete, determined, and
consistent the bourgeois
revolution, the more as-
sured will the
proletariat’s struggle be
against the bourgeoisie
and for socialism. Only
those whoareignorant of
the ABC of scientific so-
cialism can regard this
conclusion as new,
strange, or paradoxical.
And from this conclu-
sion,among other things,
follows the thesis thatin
a certain sense a bour-
geoisrevolutionis more
advantageous to the pro-
letariat than to the
bourgeoisie.”

“...it does not by any
means follow that a
democratic revolution
(bourgeois in its social
and economic essence)
would not be of enor-
mous interest to the
proletariat.”

“Incountrieslike Rus-
sia the working class
suffersnotsomuch from
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Remember What They Said...

capitalism as from the
insufficient develop-
ment of capitalism. The
working class is, there-
fore, most certainly
interested in the broad-
est, freest, and most
rapid development of
capitalism.”
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Georgi Dimitrov

“Comrades, fascismin
power was correctly de-
scribed by the Thirteenth
Plenum of the Executive
Committee of the Com-
munist International as
the open terrorist dicta-
torship of the most
reactionary, most chau-
vinistic and most
imperialistelements of fi-
nance capital.”

“No, fascism is not a
power standing above
class, nor government of
the petty bourgeoisie or
the lumpen- proletariat
over finance capital. Fas-
cism is the power of
finance capital itself.”

“If we Communists
are asked whether we
advocate the united
front only in thefight for
partial demands, or
whether we are pre-
pared to share the
responsibility  even
whenitwill beaquestion
of forminga government
on the basis of the united
front, then we say witha
full sense of our respon-
sibility: Yes, we
recognize thatasituation
may arise in which the
formation of
a government of the pro-
letarian united front, or

of an anti-fascist People’s
Front, will become not
only possible but neces-
sary. And inthatcasewe
shalladvocate for the for-
mation of such a
government without the
slightest hesitation.”

“The Communist
International puts no
conditions for unity of
action exceptone, and at
that an elementary con-
dition acceptable to all
workers, viz., that the
unity of action be di-
rected against fascism,
against the offensive of
capital, against the threat
of war, against the class
enemy. This is our con-
dition.”

“In mobilizing the
mass of working people
for the struggle against
fascism, the formation of
a wide  anti-fascist
People’s Front on the
basis of the proletarian
united front isa particu-
larly important task. The
success of the whole
struggle of the proletariat
is closely bound up with
the establishment of a
fighting alliance between
the proletariat, on the
one hand, and thelabor-
ing peasantry and basic
mass of the urban petty
bourgeoisie who to-
gether form the majority
of the populationevenin
industrially developed
countries, on the other.”

“In forming a broad
anti-imperialist united
front of struggle in the
colonies and semi-colo-
niesitisnecessary above
all torecognize the vari-
ety of conditions in
which the anti-imperial-
iststruggle of the masses
is proceeding, the vary-
ing degree of maturity of
the national liberation
movement, therole of the
proletariat withinitand
the influence of the Com-
munist party over the
masses.”
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Fidel Castro

“A revolution is a
struggle to the death be-
tween the future and the
past.”

“Something must be
done to save humanity!
A better world is pos-
sible!”

“Fascism with its vio-
lence, getsrid ofeverything:
it attacks universities, it
closes them and crushes

them; it
attacks intellectuals, re-
presses them and

persecutes them; it
attacks political parties;
it attacks trade union
organizations; it attacks
all mass and cultural or-
ganizations.

Therefore, nothing is
more violent, moreretro-
grade and more illegal
than fascism.”

“Comrade Ho Chi
Minh combined the
struggle for national in-
dependence with the
struggle for the rights of
the masses oppressed by
the exploiters and the
feudals. He saw that the
path was to combine the
patriotic feelings of
peoples with the need of
freedom from social ex-
ploitation. National
liberation and social lib-
eration were the two
pillars on which his doc-
trine was based.”

“Twould like to stress

thatnational integration,
whose need we all feel

On Page 15
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The heroic city of Vijayawadais all set
to hostthe 24" Congress of CPI. The city
has hosted the Party Congress twice be-
fore, in 1961 and 1975. On October 14,
2022, the Red flag, the flag of hope will
be unfurled there again to mark the be-
ginning of the 24" Congress of the
Communist Party of India. Up to Octo-
ber18, the days and nights of Vijayawada
will be electrified with purposeful dis-
cussions and meaningful path searching,.
Representing 6,40,344 (2021) members
of the party, approximately 900 delegates
will devote their energy and experiences
to find out the ways and means to
strengthen the Communist Party to face
the challenges of contemporary times.
The strategy and tactics have to be
evolved to take the country forward af-
ter putting an end to the RSS-BJP rule
which haslanded the country in unfore-
seen crisis. The 24" Congress is expected
to give a call to build up a broad coali-
tion of secular, democratic, leftforces that
can save the country from the crisis rid-
den situations. In that sense, the 24"
Congress of the Communist Party of India
should be termed as a landmark politi-
cal event in the history of the country.

Communist Party is the party of genu-
ine patriotic forces. It has played
undeniableroleinthe ‘Long Walk to Free-
dom’; along with the people of India.
Communists were the firsttoraise the slo-
gan of ‘Poorna Swaraj’ in the agenda of
Indian Freedom movement. The long
and varied history of the freedom
struggleissoaked with the blood andlives
of the Communists together with the
fighting masses. Responding to the call
of freedom, the Communists stood in the
forefrontto organize militantmovements
of the peasants and workers,students,
writers, and artists. Those sagas of
sacrificesare unforgettable. Atthe same
time the Communists areconscious about
international developments which are
vitalin shaping the politics of any coun-
try. With that understanding, the
Communists held high the banner of in-
ternationalism in the past and present.
With the spirit of international solidar-
ity, after a long gap, several fraternal
parties from different continents will
physically participate in the 24th Con-
gress.

Their experience of political battles
during the neo liberalperiod will be
shared during the party
Congress. Throughoutits history, the CPI
stood for the unity of the leftforces. It
believes thatsuch a unity of the left will

Forward to 24" Party Congress

be amessage forall other democraticforces
to come together tofight for the common
cause. Upholding the importance of left
unity, the CPI has invited other left par-
ties also to come and greet the Party
Congress.

Their presence in the CPI Congress has
awider meaning. The participantsin the
24th Congress will naturally make in depth
analysis of the international and national
political scenarios and draw its lessons for
the party’s onward march. Imperialismand
its pursuit for super profits and world
domination continue to threaten the coun-
triesand peopleall over the world. Itswar
designs have plundered humanresources
to unimaginable magnitudes. Having
failed toresolve the crisis, those forces of
globalreaction are fosteringreligious ex-
tremism and neo fascism in various
countries. The masses are not ready to
surrender before them. In many countries
people are waging victorious political
battles against them.

The victories of left and democratic
forcesinseveral countries of Latin America
are matters to be studied carefully. India
needs a change. The RSS-BJP rule has
terribly weakened the secularfoundations
of this great country. It has shattered the
living standards of the people. Its prom-
ise of achhe din has been provenabiglie
under Modi rule. The rich have become
richer, and the poor became poorer. The
governmentis doing overtime job tohide
their failures through their propaganda
skills. The public sector which was con-
sidered to be the strength of our economy
isunder constant attack. Banks and insur-
ance companies are being privatized.

Railways, ports,and mines are all placed
forsale. Unemploymenthas crossed all the
previousrecords. Pricerise hasbecome the
order of the day. Indianrupee has become
a helpless prey before the greed of ‘al-
mighty’ dollar. The dreams of the people
forabetterlife have been completely mort-
gaged before the profit motives of
international and domestic capital. Adani
has become their symbol for develop-
ment. Atthesametime,they believe that
FDI is their Mantra of all growth. To pre-
pare their ground, the RSS-BJP
government has intensified its vociferous
attack on the Constitution of India. The
Constitutional principles such as secular-
ism, democracy and socialism have become
their targets of attack. Religious faith and
places of worship are cunningly misused
to divide the people and to deviate their
attention fromthereal issues of day-to-day
life. They take the path from pages of
Mussolini and Hitler. Our country can

survive only by defeating them.

The CPI is the first party to identify
the right reactionary character of Modi
Government controlled by the fascist
ideology of RSS. The commonness of
views expressed in the writings of Hitler
and Golwalkar speak voluminously on
theirideological togetherness. Through
theirwordsand deeds the RSS proves that
they are the Indian version of Hitlerite
fascism, subservient to finance capital
and loyal to the idea of racial pride.

Thatis why the Communist Party had
no hesitation in calling them fascists.
When aregime dictated by fascists comes
out to dismantle the basic structures of
national life, the foremost task of the
Communist Party is to fight them ideo-
logically and politically. The CPI is
guided by thatideological clarity. Hence,
the party gave the clarion call for the
broadest possible unity of all secular,
democratic and left forces. The draft
Political Resolution to the 24th Congress
is based on this perspective.

The democratic debates in the Party
Congress will give the final shape to the
Communist policiesin the days to come.
When the Indian polity is to face a life
and death battle in 2024 general election,
the politics of unity of anti-fascistforces
have utmostsignificance. The Commu-
nist Party believes that all likeminded
forces will rise to the occasion and ful-
fill theirresponsibility to the peopleand
history.

The delegates attending the Party
Congress are leaders tempered in the
thick and thin of mass struggles in vari-
ous conditions. They know very well that
to win any battle a correct political line
aloneis notsufficient. It needs a strong,
well equipped, and powerful weapon to
meet the challenges. In this regard, the
organizational preparedness of the Com-
munist Party is of cardinal importance.

The CPlis aware of thisfactand in its
22nd Congress at Puducherry alerted the
entire party to “reconnect with the
people”! The 24th Congress renews the
pledge and carries forward that duty with
maximum dedication. The people look
at the Communist Party as the Party of
dedicated warriors committed to the
cause of the poor and working masses.
Forthemitis the party of hope. The del-
egates to the Party Congress remain
trustworthy to the people of this coun-
try and to the Red flag, which is their
pride. They believe in the cause with all
their mind and emotions.

Forward to the 24th Party Congress,
Long Live the CPI!
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One of the most significant facts about Modi re-
gime is confrontation with the farmers and their
resistance. For11 months farmers under the leader-
ship of Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) fought unitedly
and compelled Modigovernment to take back three
farm laws passedin the Parliament without discus-
sion and without consultation with any farmer’s
organisation. This is because BJP-RSS vision is of
helping big corporates and thinking that like USA,
dominationby corporates of economy willmakeIndia

a strong super power.

11 the three
laws passed
wereinthein-

terests of corporates and
hence this was made as
a prestige issue by the
BJP government but
massive protests for 11
months compelled them
toretreat. Thisisnot the
firsttime,in 2014 as soon
as BJP government was
formed the Land Acqui-
sition Act passed by
previous government
was changed but again
resistance of the people
compelled BJP govern-
ment to retreat but very
cleverly, they allowed
states to change the law
asagricultureisaconcur-
rent subject.

It is to be noted that
previous Congress led
governmentalso wanted
to introduce new farm
laws to help corporates
but they followed a
democratic  federal
method and proposed
that states should enact
the laws and many gov-
ernmentsas Maharashtra
government introduced
new farm laws to pro-
mote entry of private
players in Mandi and
also allowed “contract
farming’. However, laws
regarding hoarding were
notchanged as price con-
trol of food was
considered very impor-
tant. The recent crisis in
the world of food short-
ages have cropped up
due to Russia. Ukraine
has raised hopes of In-
diancorporates to gainin
export market. Our
prime minister also an-
nounced that India will
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feed the world but very
soonhad tomakearetreat
and banned the wheatex-
port. Why? Because the
government stocks held
by food corporations of
India had dwindled to a
very low level. This was
mainly due to anti-
farmer policy and
government which en-
couraged private players
like Adani and Ambani
to accumulate stocks of
wheat for export. But
government realised
that this would lead to
rise in wheat prices and
add to already existing
inflation.

This increase in the
stock of private players
and reduced production
duetoheatwave hasad-
versely affected wheat
stocks with food corpo-
ration of India. Now
farmers are demanding
MSP to be ensured
throughalaw.Theissues
of electricity availability
and its rates are also
haunting the farmersand
hence present proposal
of electricity bill is being
opposed by farmers of
the country.In the com-
ing period, along
withexpansion of
urbanisation,and
corporates trying to
dominateagrariantrade,
how to resolve the crisis
of 60 per cent labour en-
gagedinagriculture?The
situation has reached
bottom level even after
all that progressmadein
last75 years. Itisstill the
same old tragedy that
keeps haunting.

Developed countries
haveless than 5 per cent

CPI 24 @ongress Speccal

Issues at the Centre for Resistance

Dr BK Kango

population working on
farms butin our country
more than 60 per centare
dependent on agricul-
ture. At the same time
present model of devel-
opment which is driven
by massive capital in-
vestments and
technology has little
scope of employing huge
labour power (human
capital) which was fea-
sible during middle of
20™ century. Hence,
industrialisation was
supposed to be the an-
swer to reduce the work
force dependentonagri-
culture and at the same
time this reduction in
work force was sup-
posed to improve the
financial conditions of
remaining work force in
agriculture. But this vi-
sion has collapsed due to
modern technology
whichisrapidly displac-
ing human capital.
This poses a new
problem before those
who are interested in
human empowerment
and development. But
present pro-corporate
governmentisinterested
in corporate profits and
rise in GDP and making
India a 5 trillion
economy as if trickling
down of income is fea-
sible. The reality is still
differentas thereissharp
rise in inequality. The
conceptslikenation’s first
‘KartavyaPath”and ‘Cul-
tural Nationalism” are
used only to create con-
fusion and divide
people. Right from 1925,
RSShas pursued the con-
cept of ‘Balshali Bharat’
meaning ‘Super power
India” on the model of
USA.The concepthasno
consideration for devel-
opment or
empowerment of
people. India keeps fall-
ing down in World

Human Development
Index, and our number
todayis132amongst 180
countries.

Hence, the real battle
in India is about taking
up theissue of nation first
or people first. Idea of
India as envisaged dur-
ing freedomstruggleand
then by the Constitution
is of “people first’. RSS
since its foundation has
beenforIndia firstand for
this, wants people to toil
and depend on the privi-
leged sections of society
tohelp them. Hence, their
emphasisis onduty and
not on rights. They are
for rights of privileged
but not of common men
and women.

Socialism of today
demands that common
men and women must
benefit from develop-
mentand profitand GDP
should not be the only
concern. Butaccording to
capitalist policy, GDP
and profits do matter
and it is an experience
that during every crisis,
the public money isused
tocompensate lossesand
public assets are sold to
private players.

India with its huge
population still depen-
dent on rural agrarian
economy, needs a differ-
ent model of
development, as service
industry dominates the
presenteconomy.Itisthe
major task before the
communistmovementto
articulate different mod-
els of development
whichwould be “human
centricand sustainable’.
Atthe same time human
values like dignity,
equality, freedom and
democracy are to be
strengthened.

In the first years of for-
mation of the party in
twentieth century, com-
munists were fighting for
economicequality. They
were organising farmers
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and workersand fighting
for their causes.

With experience of
struggle and state power
which was won in few
countries, it is realised
that both freedom and
bread are imperative.
They realised that the
modernsocialismhas to
fightfor freedom, human
dignity and also for
equality of opportunity
whichis only assured by
equity for which fight
against concentration of
private property is a
must.

Hence, CPI
programme adopted at
Puducherry Congressin
2015 correctly
emphasisedthat path to
Indianrevolution will be
decided by specific In-
dian situation and
conditionsin which caste
discrimination, democ-
racy, women'’s equality
and environmental pro-
tectionare of paramount
importance.

Inademocracy, major-
ity will rule but thatrule
must be guided by uni-
versal humanvaluesand
not by sectarian, su-
premacist vision. The
idea of India as envi-
sioned in Indian
Constitutionand during
freedom movementhad
this universal vision
whichis now being chal-
lenged by a sectarian,
narrow and supremacist
view and the holder of
this vision is called
‘“Vishwa Guru’. Lenin,
Gandhi, Nehru, Castro,
Nelson Mandela, Martin
Luther King had the uni-
versal vision and
struggled against sectar-
ian, narrow and
supremacist view. They
did notneed to be called
‘“Vishwa Guru’ because
they were in true sense
universal leaders.
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Trade Unions to March on to Bigger Struggles

Amarjeet Kaur

The situation worldwide and in the country for the
working class and the common people in general has
further deteriorated on all counts since the last party
congress held at Kollam, Kerala.

There is world-wide shift to the Right. This trend

has further strengthened
with International Finance
Capitalimposingits hege-
mony globally. IMF-WB
and WTOareat theservice
of International Finance
Capital in pushing this
agenda. The economic
strategy is to capturenatu-
ral resources, create and
capture markets, maxi-
mize profits and push debt
based economy all over the
world. It wishes to divide,
disintegrate and suppress
any opposition.

There is stagnation in
industrial production
rather it is showing nega-
tivejobgrowthall over. The
Capitalist world is visibly
keen to shift its economic
burden on the developing
world through intimida-
tion, wars and conflicts.
The crisis created by US-
NATO push for war in
Europe and the politics of
sanctions coming heavily
on the working people the
world over withrising cost
of living. This in turn is
resulting in fast growth in
unemploymentrate. Inthe
name of austerity mea-
sures there are attacks on
pensions, public health,
education, civic services.
The governments are with-
drawing these facilities
from the common people.

In our country the rail-
way passes are
withdrawn from several
categories, the children
from one year onwards
will be charged full ticket
and GST imposed on can-
cellation of rail tickets,
GST also imposed on food
items, the benefits to the
needy people, farmers and
the socially necessary ac-
tivities will no more enjoy
free/subsidy onelectricity
use if the proposed Elec-
tricity Amendment Bill is
passed, the common land
in rural India for use of
vulnerable, deprived sec-
tions is also being pushed
intocommercial activities,
those taking shelter in

such lands are being
evicted and deprived of use
of natural resources of for-
est etc.

The military budgets
are rising, the armament
lobby and the arms indus-
tries flourishing, whereas
thereis gapinginequalities
in living standards.

The fascistic trends are
growing in various parts
of the world with tacit
support of ruling classes.
Conflictsatall levels, with
inthe country, between the
countries and regions are
being heightened.

Inour country, the core
democratic values, inher-
ent in our composite
culture are under severe
threat. The unity based on
pluralism of faith, reli-
gions, languages and ways
of living face the threat of
forced homogenisation.
Freedom of expression
and dissent are cruelly
crushed. The students,
writers, artists, theatre
persons, journalists, law-
yers, social activists who
stand forjustice to vulner-
able sections, independent
thinkersand ideologuesall
are under attack. The poli-
tics of silencing opposition
is aggressively being pur-
sued undermining the
basic principles enshrined
in our Constitution.

Conditions are fast de-
teriorating. The
government is serving the
corporate interest, within
the country and also those
of the World Finance capi-
tal. Itis coupled with worst
forms of majoritarianism
and communalism. The
fascistic tendencies are
getting exposed with ev-
eryday incidents and
utterings of those who
matter in power hierarchy.
On the one hand the
country’s economy is be-
ing handed over to the
corporates and other capi-
talist classes, and on the
other side there is tacit

support tocommunal out-
fits in spreading hatred
and communal poison to
divide the society distract-
ing people’s attentions
from the naggingissues of
livelihood, education,
health, shelter, drinking
water, sanitation and so-
cial security etc. The
government, rabidly reac-
tionary in its outlook in
almost all spheres of eco-
nomic, social and cultural
life, has been taking steps
in the direction of doing
away with the concept of
‘Welfare State” and going
ahead with IMF-World
Bank thesis of abdication
of state responsibility for
providing basicneeds toits
people. The workers are
worst victims of these poli-
cies.

Afternegative effects of
demonetization and GST,
thereare deterrents emerg-
ing in job market, home
based and units at small
scale as well as on retail
trade. The unplanned
lockdown and misman-
agement during Covid
Pandemic have further
created havoc in the lives
of working class.

The starvation deaths
are taking place. The gov-
ernment fails to subsidise
poor people, denies loan
waiver to farmers but it
does not fail in writing off
hugeloans of the corporate
houses (NPA). Inlasteight
years more than 13 lakh
crore have been written
off. Even today the NPAs
are about 16 lakhs crores.
On the other hand fund
allocations of MGNREGA
were reduced in the an-
nual budgets. Outreach
also has been reduced.

There is desperation
among the poor masses,
the bread earners for the
family. The latest report of
National Crime Bureau
mentions that the suicides
of daily wage earners has
reached almost 25 percent
and 6.3 crore people are
pushed below poverty line
every year in our country
due to out of pocketexpen-
diture on health. India at
present ranks 132 among
188 countries in human
development index. In
hunger index we rank 100

among 119 nations. TB
cases are 2.2 million in In-
dia out of 9.6 million cases
the world over. We are
among 14 countries includ-
ing Sub - Sahara in which
maximum death cases due
to malaria occur.

In contrast to this the
wealth of billionaires is
estimated to have risen by
an average 13 percent in
last about 12 years while
it is six times faster than
wages of ordinary work-
ers. In 20 years 500 of
world’srichest people will
hand over 2.4 trillion dol-
lars to their heirs which is
a sum larger than India’s
GDP.

The employment Sce-
narioisalsovery deploring.
According to labour bu-
reau in India 25 per cent
of population is between
19-29 years of age. They
will experience unemploy-
ment rate of 34 per cent in
2022.In indian conditions
it is huge number.

The foreign trips of the
prime minister in the
name to attract Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) or
the opening of doors wide
for FDI in banking, insur-
ance, defense, aviation,
railways, pharma, animal
husbandry, security agen-
cies, retail trade sectors,
etc, or easing of environ-
mental laws to make the
mines and minerals openly
accessible to the national
and international loot, all
this is happening under
the same rhetoric of devel-
opment. This is the “‘Make
inIndia’ programme of the
Modi government for the
development of the corpo-
rate class.

The public sector assets
are to be reduced to near
zero by this policy of NMP.
The finance minister an-
nounced that the
government will collect
“rent” of Rs 1,50,000
crores a year, and would
be holdinga piece of paper
that the government is
“owner” of the assets. The
FM had also claimed that
the assets would be re-
turned to the government
at the end of transfer pe-
riod. (They will be heavily
depreciated assets at that
time).

5

That the Indian
economy is getting fleeced
continuously isreflected in
severalreports. There were
Panama Papers, then
came Paradise Papers and
now the Pandora Papers
which have exposed the
seriousness of this aspect
of Indian Economy. The
trend noticed through
these papers is that coun-
try has lost more than 2
trillion dollars till 2021. By
1980-81, the black money
as part of GDP used to be
10 to 21 percent which in-
creased to 40 percent in
1995-96 and presently it is
almost 62 per cent. This
exposesavery volatilesitu-
ation.

The trade unions have
been consistent in their
opposition and resistance
to the anti worker, anti
farmer, anti people and
anti national policies of
RSS-BJP  government.
They arenow facing severe
challenge as the labour
laws have been changed
and thereis codification of
labour laws in four codes
by bundling 29 laws. The
whole exercise had been
managed without any
consultations, necessary
procedures and was
cleared in Parliament
when whole opposition
had walked out to register
their refusal toit. The farm
laws were also pushed in
Rajya Sabha without divi-
sion of votes demanded by
the opposition.

The governmentis forc-
ing the codification to
make four Labour codes
applicable, which would
cripple the unions and
make hireand fireasnorm
, thwarting collective bar-
gaining, snatching the
right to strike, making
fixed term employment as
norm, making regularjobs
impossible, among many
other handicaps. These
codes are exclusivein their
design.

The government at the
Centre does not believe in
any dialogues with unions,
does not honour bipartite
or tripartite mechanisms,
considerslabourlaws and
trade unions as hindrance
in growth and develop-

On Page 06
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A Congress for the Future

From Front Page

linguistic and regional
diversity of our country.
RSS’s contempt for plu-
rality and equality issuch
that they are destroying
the secular, welfaristand
federal character of our
Constitution. The RSSis
attacking minorities all
over the country and now
using state power to sys-
tematically discriminate
againstthem. Attacks on
Dalits and institutional
discrimination have
reached new heights af-
ter the RSS dispensation
coming to power. Lousy
implementation of the
VthSchedule of the Con-
stitution and PESA Act
remain serious issues
infringing on the entitle-
ments of the tribal
population. Demand of
conducting a caste cen-
sus is gaining pace but
the BJPisadamantonnot
including caste as a cri-
terion fuelling unrest
among backward castes.
Gender stereotypes are
being further reinforced
as part of the revivalist
turn under RSS. Crimes

and violence against
women are affairs as
usual under the current
dispensation, so much
so, that many instances of
BJP leaders violating
women and the state
machinery backing them
have come to light.

It should be under-
stood thatIndian society
is divided not just be-
tween classes with
mutually antagonistic
interest, we also have the
caste structure which is
resilient, stubborn and
hierarchical. Itshould be
underlined thatnorevo-
lutionary strategy can
succeed withoutannihi-
lating the hierarchical
structure of caste. Spread
of new information and
production technology
againbroughtsignificant
change in the composi-
tion of working class.
Patriarchy and conse-
quent misogyny are
major issues that are
subordinating half of our
population. We have to
tackle theissues of class,
caste and patriarchy col-
lectively to move
forward for social eman-

cipation and defeat the
RSS-BJP comprehen-
sively.

In this context, we
should be mindful of the
RSS’s attempts at ex-
ploiting the fractures of
the  society. RSS
Supremo Mohan
Bhagwat’srecentspeech
should be critically seen
in this context only. His
appeal to end caste dis-
crimination and for
women empowerment
was accompanied by
raising the Muslim bo-
gey through population
control law. RSS’s sud-
denemphasis onending
caste discrimination
does not stem from any
commitment to equality
but to collectively rally
Hindus against Mus-
lims. Communalism is
not an anti-dote to
castesim and only a sus-
tained struggle against
all kinds of discrimina-
tion and hierarchy at all
levels, including the
materiallevel, canensure
the annihilation of caste.

The COVID-19 crisis
has traumatised our so-
ciety and we saw how
our health infrastructure
imploded under it due

Trade Unions to March on...

From Page 05

ment. In stead they want
“Ease of Business” curtail-
ing workers’ rights. The
claimed aim is simplifica-
tion of laws, but the motive
is to make it punitive for
workforce and its unions,
with no accountability
towards the peoplewhodo
the value addition and
produce wealth, provide
services. Through these
codification of labourlaws
even the existing estab-
lished social security
schemes are under attack.

The unionists need to
recognise that the demand
of timeis tostrengthen the
workers- peasants unity to
put up vigorous struggle
against tyrant regime at
Centre which has not only
failed thenationbutisalso
letting loose the vicious
divisive agenda.

We visualize very bad
New Age Weekly

days ahead for the work-
ingmassesatalllevels with
extreme job loss, wage
cuts, growing unemploy-
ment rate, health hazards
on rise at work places as
occupational safety is vic-
tim of the government
policies, the existing social
security schemes are being
weakened and are de-
signed to be exclusive to
damage the future pros-
pects for workers and
above all the right to
unionisation, collective
bargaining, to agitate in-
cluding strike actions are
under attack.

The trade unions which
symbolize collectivism,
democracy and together-
ness of workers of all
castes, communities, and
religious faiths fighting for
their rights of employ-
ment, job security, rights
at work place and social
security, have to come for-

ward to push the socio-
economicagenda with the
common man in the fore-
frontand stand with those
who are threatened be-
cause they question
government policies.

AITUCwillhavetoplay
its due role in the united
movements of trade
unions as well as the soli-
darity actions in favour of
farmers, students, teach-
ers, intelligential, writers,
artists, journalists, and
social activists etc.

Toplay thatvitalrolein
the circumstances we are
placed, we need to
strengthen our unions,
expand to new areas, im-
part trade union
education, raise the cau-
tiousness of leaders and
activists at all levels. Spe-
cial efforts are needed to
bring in young cadres in
such training programmes.

to overwhelming reli-
ance on the private
sector. Gap ineducation
in the pandemic years,
digital divide and in-
creasing privatization of
education are making
education a distant
dream for many. The in-
stance of landlessness is
increasing with precari-
ous living standards
prevalent in most of ru-
ral India. Landlessness
and migration have com-
plicated the very
important question of
housing and the crisis of
unemployment is deep-
ening before us. India’s
ranking in the Global
Hunger Index hasseena
continuous downfall
under Modi Raj. Thus, it
isimperative that the we
take up public health,
public education, land,
housing, employment
and food security as the
fundamental demands of
our agenda.

We also need to stop
the appropriation of cul-
tural space by forces of
right reaction and
strengthen ourselves as
well as our progressive
cultural values. The RSS
is trying to redefine our
past and appropriate its
legacy. They deliber-
ately twist the works of
notable people to further
their divisive agenda.
Thisis not only falsifica-
tion but also an insult to
the inclusive and pro-
gressive legacy they left
behind. Our future pro-
grams should be
inclusive of therich work
and legacy of progres-
sive thinkers, writersand
social reformers. The
emphasis on medieval
poets like Kabir and
Raidas placed on equal-
ity, the rationality
professed by Periyarand
Ayyankalli, the efforts to
achieve rights for the
downtrodden by Sri
Narayan Guru and Dr
Ambedkar should form
partof our struggles and
work. The RSSistrying to
contaminate the public
space with hate, we
should recapture that

with harmony and unity.

Our agenda is dia-
metrically opposite to
what the RSSis trying to
achieve economically
and socially. To defeat
the RSS-BJP, the
opposition’s agenda
should also be distinct
from the RSS. A left-of-
centre position among
secular-democratic par-
ties is needed to cement
a principled wunity
against the RSS-BJP. The
Left will have to take ini-
tiative in forging this
unity. We should aim at
building a broadest
unity of political parties,
mass and class organiza-
tions and  social
movements in defence of
our Constitution and to
intensify our united
struggle against the de-
cisive and poisonous
policies of RSS-BJP. The
CPlisclear about the his-
torical role of the Left in
defending thefundamen-
talinterests of the nation
and its people. With this
vision and sense of his-
torical responsibility in
this unprecedented and
new political situation,
the CPlisraising the ban-
ner of Left unity and
unity of all secular,
democratic, patriotic
forces.

Given our agenda,
clarity and responsibil-
ity, our comrades are to
make this 24" Congress
of the CPIa Congress for
the future of not only the
party but of the nation
and its people. Our party
has the responsibility of
understanding, inculcat-
ing and channelising the
aspirations of the people.
Thatis why the 24" Con-
gress of the CPI is the
Congress of hope. Our
struggle for a better
world and a better soci-
ety should continue with
greater vigour and revo-
lutionary zeal. Let us
gather to decide our fu-
ture program and tasks.
Letusall make this Con-
gress a success in
furthering democracy,
strengthening our
struggle for socialism
and giving hope to the
people.
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Through Party Congresses

Communist Party of
India was founded in
1925 in Kanpur. Since
thenit has held numerous
conferences and con-
gresses,  which
formulated the po-
litical, ideological
and programmatic
positions of the
party.

Itisnotable thatat
Ahmedabad session
of Congress (1921), it
wasMaulana Hasrat
Mohani, a Commu-
nist who moved a
resolutionfor“com-
p 1 e t e
independence, free
fromallforeign con-
trol”. Theresolution
was lost in voting.

Foundation
conference of
CPI, Kanpur,

1925

Kanpur foundation
conference of CPI was
held from December 25 to
29,1925.

Convener of the confer-
ence, Satyabhakta,
clearly stated inhis circu-
lar letter of June 18,1925
that the ultimate aim of
the Communist Party
was “complete freedom
established in India re-
sulting in the formation”
of a just society.

Chairman of the confer-
ence of communists in
Kanpur M Singaravelu
stated in his address:
“...theimmediate aim of
the party is to establish
Swaraj or completeinde-
pendence by all fair
means.”

Both Mohani and
Singaravelu consistently
interpreted ‘swaraj” as
complete independence
in their speeches.

Article 1 of the Consti-
tution of CPI adopted at
Kanpur conference (1925)
declared “the liberation

of India from British im-
perialist domination”
among the aims of the
party. The party also de-
cided that its members

SV Ghate
1925-1933

should be within the
Congress also.

The conference
elected SV Ghate and JP
Bagerhatta as general
secretaries, and
Singaraveluas chairman.

Extended CEC
meeting of CP],
Bombay, 1927

An extended central
executive committee
meeting (also called gen-
eral body), held in
Bombay onMay 29-
31,1927, revised the
party Constitution
and Program. CPI
Constitution in its
section on ‘Pro-
gram’, Para 6,
advanced the aim of
“(a) (i) Completena-
t 1 o n a 1
independence, and
the establishment
of a democratic re-
public based on
universal adult
franchise.” Com-
munists aimed to forma
republican wing in the
AICC in cooperation
with its leftwing.

AnilRajimwale

Itelected SV Ghate as
general secretary.

Calcutta

conference,
1933

After the re-
lease of the
Meerut prisoners
in 1933, a small
conference of CPI
held in December
1933 in Calcutta,
adopted a politi-
cal resolution, a
new party Consti-
tutionand elected
anew central com-
mittee with Dr G
Adhikari as gen-
eral secretary.
After hisarrestSS
Mirajkar func-

tioned as general
secretry. After some time
Somnath Lahirirelpaced
himas general secretary.

The conference em-
phasized the need to win

the independence of In-
dia.

CPI and adoption
of full indepen-
dence by Congress

Congress (INC) ses-

sions in Madras (1927),
Calcutta (1928) and

S S Mirajkar

Lahore (1929) were im-
portant steps towards
adoptionoffullindepen-

dence as the goal, in
which CPI and WPP
(Workers’-Peasants’
Party) played crucial
role. In Madras session
(1927), the resolution on
full independence was

Dr. G. Adhikari
1933 -1935

moved in the Subjects
Committee by KN
Joglekar (CPI), sup-
ported by Jawaharlal
Nehru, and it was
passed. In the open ses-
sion, it was moved by
Jawaharlal Nehru and
supported by Joglekar. It
was passed unani-
mously.

In Calcutta session of
Congress (1928), a huge
procession of about 50
000 people led by CPI
and WPP entered
Congress pandal
with permission of
the president
Motilal =~ Nehru.
Joglekar and
Jawaharlal ad-
dressed. The rally
was in support of
full independence.

Consequently,
Congress decided to
adopttheaim of full
independence
withinoneyear, and
finally did so on De-
cember 31, 1929 in its
Lahore session, stating:
“This Congress, in pur-

suance of the resolution
passed at its session at
Calcutta last year, de-
clares that the word
‘swaraj’ in Article1 of the
Congress Constitution
shall mean complete in-
dependence...”

PC Joshi as gen-
eral secretary,
1935

PCJoshiwasmade
the general secretary
of CPIin1935. He ad-
vanced the slogans of
full freedom by form-
ing broad
anti-imperialistfront,
called the national
Front.

First Congress
of CPI, Bombay,
1943

The first congress
of CPI held in
Bombay from May 23 to
June1,1943, was a great
eventinthenational life,
held in the midst of in-
tense political battles
against the Britishrulers.
It decided to fight world
fascism as the main en-
emy.

The ban on party had
been lifted. Party con-
gress was attended by
139 delegates from all
over the country. It dis-
cussed National Front
and a national govern-
ment for national
defence, and gave the
slogan of ‘Peoples” War’.
Formation of anti-fascist
front was a key element.

Party membership in-
creased from 5000 to 15,
000 by this time. The
Constitution of 1943 re-
placed that of 1931. By
now it had become a na-
tional force, and the party
was on the road to be-
come a mass party. The
Party Constitution spelt
out the task of building
national united front of

On Pages §8,9,10
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the entire freedom-lov-
ing people of India.

The emblem of the
CPI was a five-pointed
red star, at the centre of
which was placed a
crossed hammer and
sicklewith acircularin-
scription: Communist
Party of India.

This was later
changed to crossed
hammer and sickle in
white against a red
background with a cir-
cular inscription in
white: Communist
Party of India.

PC]Joshi waselected
general secretary.

India’s freedom
and CPI

CPI led by PC Joshi
warmly  welcomed
India’s hard-won free-
domon August15,1947,
and organized series of
meetings, demonstration
and procession. CPI or-
gan, the People’s Age,
wrote on August 3, 1947
that“India’snational flag
will fly where the Union
Jack flew for centuries...
It will mark a historic
landmark in the libera-
tionstruggle of the Indian
people.” People’s Age
brought outspecialissue
onindependence, report-
ing joining of CPI'S
participationin country-
wide celebrations.

Second congress of
CPI, Calcutta, 1948

CCmeeting of Decem-
ber 1947 removed PC
Joshifor ‘reformism” and
replaced him by BT
Ranadive, inaugurating
a suicidal adventurist
‘BTR’ line. Second con-
gress of CPI was held in
Calcutta from February
28 to March, 1948, at-
tended by 632 delegates.
Itelected BT Ranadiveas
general secretary. Itchar-
acterized India’s
freedom as ‘sham’ and
Nehru government as
agent of imperialism. It
gaveacallforimmediate
armed overthrow of
Nehru government and

New Age Weekly

move towards ‘social-
ism’. The call for
nationwide indefinite
railway strike given for
March9,1948 in the hope

Somnath Lahiri

of a revolution failed
completely.

Armed struggle in
Telangana region of
princely Nizam state of
Hyderabad was

wrongly continued g

even after the entry of
the Indian forces on
September13,1948. As
aresult, CPI and mass
organizations were
completely isolated |
and throwninto disar-
ray.Party membership
atthebeginning of 1948
was more than 89, 000;
itfell tojust 9000 by the
end of 1950!
Adventurism  de-
stroyed the party.

BTR was removed,
replaced first by C
Rajeshwara Raoand then
by Ajoy Ghoshas general
secretary.

Special CPI confer-
ence, Calcutta,
1951

It was held under-
ground from October9to
15, 1951, and a
new,regular, party pro-
gramwasadopted.Itwas
based on Three P’s Let-
ter from Ajoy Ghosh,
Dange and Ghate, who
developed and followed
anew understanding of
the situation. Party with-
drew armed struggle
and decided to take part
inthe general elections of

CPI 24" @ongress Special

1952.

The Party Program
called upon “the toiling
millions —the working
class, the peasantry, the
toiling intelligentsia,
the middle classes as
well as the national
bourgeoisie interested
in the freedom of the
country” and its devel-
opment to unite into a
single democratic front.
Itsaid the stage of revo-
lutionwas notsocialist,
but was that of demo-
cratic revolution.

It also adopted a
‘Policy Statement’.
Ajoy Ghosh was elected
general secretary.

Third Party Con-
gress, Madurai,
1953-54

Held from December
27,1953 to January 3,

) e
B T Ranadive
1948 -1950

1954, itadopted Political
Resolution recognizing
progressive nature of
Nehru's foreign policy.
Ajoy Ghosh explained
that the key task was the
replacement of Congress
government by a demo-
cratic one including
progressive Congress-
men.

Ajoy Ghosh was
elected general secre-
tary.

June 1955

Resolution

This key document
outlined tactical and stra-
tegic positions and
positive role of parlia-
mentary institutions. It
emphasized the impor-

..‘_
R

tance of democraticfront,
positively evaluated
India’sforeign and inter-
nal public
sector-oriented policies,

P C Joshi
1935-1948

warned that while fight-
ing anti-people policies
of the government, care
must be taken to see that
rightwing reaction did
not come to power.
Democratic front would
alsoinclude progressive

| sections of the Con-
g gress.

‘g Fourth Party

Congress,
Palghat, 1956

It was a qualitative
turn in party’s politi-
cal-ideological history,
helping it join the
mainstream politics

"‘after the debacle of

BTR period. Itwasheld

from April 19 to 29,

1956, attended by 407
delegatesrepresenting1,
05, 000 members.

C. Rajesra Rao
1964 - 1990

Ajoy Ghosh reported
onnational and interna-
tional situation and new
tasks, on historic 20t
CPSU congress, under-
lined new world realities
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and need for change in
strategy and tactics. Role
of parliamentary institu-
tions and peaceful
transition were under-
lined.

Party congress
criticised Stalin’s person-
ality cult, and called for
abalanced assessment of
his role.

Palghat congress
tavoured linguisticreor-
ganization of the states.
Political Resolution
made it clear that the
democratic front willnot
be an anti-Congress
front. “The basic conflict
in India society is the
conflictbetween imperi-
alism and feudalism on
the onehand and the en-
tire Indian people,
including the national
bourgeoisie, on the
other.”

There wasno question
of givingany concessions
to rightwing forces.

Ajoy Ghosh got re-
elected as general
secretary.

5% (Extraordinary)
congress, Amritsar, 1958

This milestone con-
gress in the background
of Kerala victory (1957),
brought about major
changes in the Party
Constitution, and a new
one was adopted. Con-
stitution:

1. Gave up the con-
cept of “dictatorship of

§ proletariat’.

2. Recognised the
existence of opposition
parties in future social-
ism inIndia.

3. Stated that CPI

strived to achieve full
democracy and socialism

- by peaceful means.

4. Pledged to de-
fend national freedom by
uniting all the patriotic
and democratic forces.

5. Party Congress
pointed out that right
reaction attacked good
featureslike nationaliza-
tion and public sector.

6. Commenting on
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Amritsar congress in
‘New Age’, EMS wrote
that CPIwasactually fol-
lowing program of
nationalism, democracy
and service to people,
and was following the
spirit of Gandhiji’s non-
violent, non-cooperation
and Swaraj.

7. Constitution
adopted a 3-tier organi-
zational structure,
replacing the earlier 2-
tier one.

Sixth congress,
Vijayawada, 1961

It took place in the
backdrop of the splitting
activities of destructive
Maoismininternational
and Indian Communist
movement, leading to
several splits.

Party congress took
place from April 7 to 16,
1961 attended by 439
delegatesrepresenting1,
77, 501 members. Fol-
lowers of Chinese line
instigated by Maoism
were preparing to split
the party, but it was
saved by timely interven-
tion of Ajoy Ghosh. His
long speech, delivered
even when he was seri-
ouslyill, wasadopted as
the party line’. Split was
averted for the time be-
ing.

Chinese aggres-
sion, 1962

Chinese troops made
aggression into the In-
dian territory in October
1962, in violation of their
ownassurance to the con-
trary. National Council
and CEC of CPI un-
equivocally condemned
the aggression and ex-
pressed support for
defence measures of the
country takenby the gov-
ernment.

Seventh congress,
Bombay, 1964

First congress after
split, it was held from
December 13 to 23,1964.
It pointed out that the
splithad greatly harmed
the Communist move-

Ajoy Ghosh
1951 - 1962

ment.

The congressadopted
a new program of na-
tional democratic
revolution. CPIcongress
condemned Maoismand
Chinese aggression.

C Rajeshwara Rao
was elected generaly
secretary.

8" CPI congress,
Patna, 1968

Itwasheld from Feb-
ruary 7 to 15, 1968.

CPI(M) in turnsuffered {

split in 1967, and
‘Naxalites” came out.
Political Resolution
pointed out mass up-
surge and bandh
movement, with CPI at
the forefront. It warned
against growing dan-
gers fromrightreaction,
and called for widening
the mass democratic
front.

C Rajeshwara Rao
was re-elected general
secretary.

9™ congress,
Cochin, 1971

Itwas attended by 995
delegates and 182 ob-
servers, representing 2,
43, 248 members.

It adopted Political
Report, Political Resolu-
tion, Organisational
Report and other docu-
ments. CPImadeitclear
thatany idea of anti-Con-
gress or non-Congress
front would only help
rightreaction. JanSangh-
RSS was the biggest
threat. Nationalization
of 14 monopoly banks

had taken place in 1969.
Conflict between forces
of reaction and progress
got sharpened, and VV
Giri was elected India’s
president with CPIsup-
port.

SADangewaselected
Chairman and C
Rajeshwara Rao general
secretary.

10* congress,
Vijayawada, 1975

Itwasheld from Janu-
ary 27 to February 2,
1975, attended by 1246
delegatesrepresenting 3,
55, 526 members.

It adopted a resolu-
tion on 50" anniversary
of formation of CPI. CPI
ChairmanS A Dangesaid
that CPI will not allow

1962 - 1964

right reaction to come
power.

Ahalf-million strong
rally took place on the
last day.

S A Dange and
Rajeshwara Rao were
elected chairman and
general secretary respec-
tively.

11* congress,
Bhatinda, 1978

Held in Bhatinda
(Punjab) from March 31
to April 7, 1978 it was
attended by 1183 fulland
259 alternate delegates,
representing 5, 46, 732
members.

The congress decided
that CPI's support to
emergency was wrong.
Emergency was anti-
people  from  the
beginning itself. At the

same time, it made it
clear that there wasreal
threat from RSS-led JP
movement, so-called
“total revolution’, and
wewererightincarrying
onanti-fascistcampaign.

Bhatinda congress
stated thatthe core of this
movement was the RSS
and Jan Sangh. “The
danger of an extreme
rightist takeover was
thus serious.”

Whatever the objec-
tive, imposition of
emergency only
strengthened personal
rule of Indira Gandhi
and helped right reac-
tion.

Congress re-elected
chairman and general
secretary.

12* congress,
Varanasi, 1982

This congress was
held in Varanasi from
March 22 to 28, 1982. It
was attended by 1223
delegates and 188 alter-
nate delegates. The
congress pointed out
that in the period since
the previous congress,
all types of communal
and disruptive elements
had raised their head
threatening unity. Party
congress sharply criti-
cized the concept of
“all-in  opposition

Indrajit Gupta
1990 - 1996

C Rajeshwara Rao
was re-elected general
secretary.

13* congress,
Patna, 1986
It was held from
March 12-17, 1986, at-
tended by 1027
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delegates and 71 alter-
nate delegates. CPIstood
for “reunification of the
Communist movement
on a principled basis”,
but did not get any re-
sponse. CPI was second
only to Congress on na-
tional scale.

C Rajeshwar Raowas
re-elected as general sec-
retary.

14" congress,
Calcutta, 1989

Itwasheld from March
6t012,1989, participated
in by 956 delegates and
91 alternate delegates.
Events in the USSR at-
tracted the attention of
the delegates:
perestroika and glasnost
had been unleashed
there. Congress said:
“Our party is convinced
that the main direction of
these reforms is correct
and wesupportit.” Itdid
notmeaneverything was
correct.

Government of India
was anti-imperialist in
foreign policy. Commu-
nal situation was going
from bad to worse.

C Rajeshwar Raowas
re-elected as general sec-
retary again.

15" congress,
Hyderabad, 1992

It was held April 16
onwards.

The proceedings were
dominated by events in
USSR and Eastern Eu-
rope leading to collapse
of the Soviet Union, rais-
ing  questions  of
democracy and social-
ism.

A detailed document
titled “Developments in
the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe”, was
adopted after prolonged
pre-congress discus-
sions.

The other important
document adopted was
the Program Document,
pending the discussion
and adoption of a full-
fledged program,
necessitated by changes
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A B Bardhan
1996 - 2012

inIndianand world situ-
ation. This was also
adopted after wide dis-
cussions in the party.

Indrajit Gupta was
elected general secretary
a few months before the
congress due toill-health
of CR. Indrajit Guptawas
confirmed at the con-
gress.

Thrissur organiza-
tional conference,
1993

Itwasheld in Thrissur

(Kerala) from March 11 to
14,1993, discussing two
documents: One, “Cer-
Organizational

tain

S Sudhakar Reddy
2012 -2019

Tasks”, the other “Mass
Organizations  and
Party”. The conference
replaced the tree-tier
party structure by two-
tier one. It was felt that
this would reduce dupli-
cation of work. Secretariat
was abolished and CEC
became national execu-
tive.

New Age Weekly

The conference
decided to give
proper representa-
tion to the SC, ST,
OBC, minority sec-
tions and to the
women.

The two-tier ar-
rangement did not
work; therefore,
party reverted back
to three-tier arrange-
ment.

16™ congress,
New Delhi,
1995

It was held from
October7to11,1995, at-
tended by 720 delegates
and 44 alternate del-
egates. Demolition of
Babri Masjid (1992),
questionsregarding left
and Communist unity
and the events in the
former USSRand Eastern
Europe were the main
points.

CPI congress said
about forthcoming elec-
tions  that  three
groupings were likely to
fight: Congress and al-
lies, BJP-led alliance and
National Front-Left
Front alliance. NF-LF
would fightagainstboth
Congress and BJP-SS
combine.

IndrajitGuptawasre-
elected as general
secretary.

17* congress,
Chennai, 1998

It was convened in
Chennai from Septem-
ber 14 to 19, 1998,
attended by 975 del-
egates. BJP-led NDA
government had briefly
come to power in 1998.
Itstated thattheaim was
tobring forward a secu-
lar democratic
alternative, preventshift
torightand bring about
shiftto theleft. Congress
Party will have to play
animportant role in the
new alternative.

Thenewly elected na-
tional council elected AB
Bardhan as general sec-
retary. Bardhan had
become general secre-

tary in 1996 after Indrajit
Guptajoined the central
cabinet as Home Minis-
ter in 1996.

18™ congress,
Trivandrum, 2002

It was held in
Thiruvananthapuram
from March 26to 31,2002
in which 604 delegates
and 56 alternates took
part. It took place in the
context of attack on the
Parliament and wide-
spread communal riots
inGujarat. The Coordina-
tion Committee of
CPI-CPI(M) ceased to
function. The congress
said thatastrong CPIwas
theneed of thehour. The
coming period would be
one of Rectification and
Reorganization of the
party.

AB Bardhan was re-
elected as general
secretary.

19* congress,
Chandigarh, 2005

Itwasheld from March
29 to April 3, 2005, at-
tended by 549 delegates
and 61 alternate del-
egates.

The CPI and the
left supported the
UPA-I government
at this time. Party
congress made it
clear that the CPI
would not beg for
Communist unity,
and will build
strongindependent
party. CPI's thinking
had been largely
proved right since
the split in 1964.

AB Bardhan was
re-elected asGSand
S. Sudhakar Reddy
as deputy general secre-
tary.

20* congress,
Hyderabad, 2008

It was held from 23 to
27 March 2008. The main
emphasis was on build-
ing an independent
image and base of the
party. It decided to cre-
ate greater base for mass
organisations. AB

M Singara velu
Chairman
1925-27

Bardhan was re-elected
as general secretary and
S Sudhakar Reddy
deputy general secre-
tary.

21°' congress,
Patna, 2012

Held from March27to
31, 2012, it discussed
Political Resolution, Po-
litical Review Report
and Organisation Re-
port. Some amendments
in Party Constitution
weremaderegardingen-
rolment fees, tenure of
secretaries etc. It decided
topressforwiderleftand
democratic unity. Left

D Raja
2019 -

unity should be more
transparent.

S Sudhakar Reddy
was elected general sec-
retary of the party.

2274 congress,
Puducherry, 2015

Itwasheld fromMarch
25 to 29, 2015, attended
by 819 delegates, alter-
nate delegates, observers
and invitees. It adopted
anew Party Programand

S A Dange
Chairman
1962-82

appointed a permanent
Program Commission.

The Political Resolu-
tioncalled for dislodging
of corporate rightwing
communal forces from
power, and building a
people’s alternative.

S Sudhakar Reddy
was elected general sec-
retary and Gurudas
Dasgupta deputy gen-
eral secretary.

234 congress,
Kollam, 2018

This congress was
held from April 25 to 29,
2018, attended by 810
delegates includ-
ing others. While
emphasizing
building a strong
CPI, the Political
Resolution made it
clear that left unity
should not be
counter-posed to
broader unity. A
platform of all the
secular, democratic
and left forces
should be built.

S  Sudhakar
Reddy was re-
elected GS.

SudhakarReddy
retired from the post of
general secretary in July,
2019 meeting of national
council, and D Raja was
elected to the post.

The next, 24", con-
gress is going to be held
in Vijayawada (October
14-18,2022). Party mem-
bership in the last few
years has been roughly
around 6, 50, 000.




Unite against Neo-liberal Reforms: AIBEA

Allofus are aware of the poli-
cies of the present NDA/ BJP
government to expedite their
agenda of liberalization and
privatization. All efforts are be-
ing made to dismantle public
sector understandings. Under
this, the financial sector, particu-
larly, privatizing of our Banks is
one of their main targets. In the
Budget 2021, finance minister an-
nounced that to begin, with two
public sector banks would be
privatized in addition to IDBI
Bank.

As Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru described inthosedays,
the PSUs are the modern
temples of India. They have
been built up over the years
withpublicmoney, from public
exchequer using tax-payers’
contribution. Hence, they are
people’sinstitutions and na-
tional assets.

Our country has been de-
veloping and progressing in
thelast75 yearsafterindepen-
dence but the growth and
economic developmentarenot
thatadequate. Hence thereis
nothing wrong if some eco-
nomic reform measures are
takentoboosttheeconomyand
itsdevelopment. Butthe ques-
tioniswhether theseeconomic
policies being pursued by the
governmentinthenameofre-
forms have benefitted our
country or not. We can wel-
come these reform policies if
they are good for our country’s
growthand development.

But our experience has
been that for the past three
decades of such economic re-
forms, one could only
experience that the benefit of
such policies are not benefit-
ting the majority of the masses
and infact, their condition has
become worse than before.
These policies have not been
helpful to develop our
economy atall. The economy
hasbeenfacing crisis after cri-
sis. Adding fuel to fire,
measures like demonetization,
faulty GST, etc, have also ag-
gravated the economic
problems. After this, thelock-
downinthecountry duetothe
pandemic has further added
to the problems.

We saw a lot of measures
announced by the government
inthename ofrelief and these
measures havenotyielded any
positiveresults. On the other
hand, the economic situation
has further worsened. Mil-
lions of people havelost their
jobs, productionlevel hascome
down, prices are soaring and
there is no light at the end of
the tunnel. Many expertsand
economistshave beensuggest-
ingthatitis wrong measure to
try toboostthesupply end, and
rather the governmentshould
concentrateonthedemandside
toboost consumption, which
in turn will boost demand,

production and lift up the
economy tosome extent.

Thus the economy contin-
uestobeindoldrumsandsince
banksand the economy arein-
ter-linked, banks also face the
problem. Actually, thereis a
need to help the banks to grow
further by strengthening them.
Butregretfully, the government
is choosing to privatize our
publicsector banks instead of
strengthening them.

First of all, we all need to
understand that bank
privatizationisnotanisolated
agenda of the government.
They want overall reforms.
They wanteconomic reforms,
labour reforms, banking re-
formsand land reforms. That
iswhy we see that the govern-
ment is pushing all these
issues simultaneously.

All these measures are not
warranted as none of these
policies are going to be help-
ful, rather they are detrimental.
All the steps would only ben-
efit the capitalists and
corporates, which we are al-
ready witnessing. So, we need
tofightagainstall these poli-
cies, not just against
privatization of banks. This
means that we have to be part
and parcel of the common
struggles against these over-
allreform policies.

Hence AIBEA believesthat,
we, asbankemployeeshaveto
fightagainst privatization of
bankingsectorand atthe same
time, we should also take part
inthecommonstrugglesof the
entire trade union movement
against the anti-people, anti-
worker policies of the
government.

Coming to the issue of
privatization of banks, all of us
are fully convinced that
privatization of banks is not
good. Now tofightthis policy,
weneed to maintain high de-
gree of unity amongst our
bank unions, as in a struggle
against the government, this
isa pre-requisite. Wealready
havethe United Forum of Bank
Unions. We must do every-
thing to maintain the unity
under thebanner of UFBU. As
amajor unitof UFBU, wehave
special responsibility to see
that UFBU alsoremains united
to fight the issue of
privatization of banks.

As far as AIBEA is con-
cerned, weare very clear that
our priority today is our
struggleagainst privatization
of banks. Privatization of banks
is against people-oriented
economy, againstsocial bank-
ing, against rural economy,
against the poor, the youth,
and the unemployed, against
farmers, aswellasagainstem-
ployees, their jobs and job
security, also against the res-
ervation policy. Itis glaringly
againsttheinterestof theyoung

C H Venkatachalam

employees who have joined
thebanksinalargenumberin
therecentyears.

Thegovernmentrepeatedly
says that PSBs are notefficient
like private banks. They also
say that governmentbanksare
not that profitableand so they
want to privatize them. We
know itisnotfactual. Butwe
need to explain to the public
theactualfacts. Infactall our
banks are in profit and only
because of provisions for bad
loans and NPAs, some banks
areinloss. Public should be ex-
plained all these things.

Forexample,in2015-16,in
PSBs, the total operating profit
was Rs 136,000 crores but the
provisions for NPA, etc, was
Rs 155,000 crores thatis more
than the entire profits. Like
this, in 2016-17, against total
operating profit of Rs 159,000
crores, the provisions were Rs

Benares State Bank,
Purbanchal Bank, Kashinath
State Bank, United Western
Bank, etc. Thelistcangoon. Ev-
eryone knows that all these
private banks failed because
of mismanagement. Thisitself
is an answer to the so called
efficiency of private banks.

Again,whenwetalk of pro-
visions towards bad loans, we
all know that the big private
corporate companies are the
main defaulters of bankloans.
If these loans are recovered,
bankswill beinsuper profits.
Thatis why, we must keep in
mind that our fight against
privatization and fight on the
issue of bad loans, NPA, IBC,
etc, are both interlinked. Re-
cently, wehear thenews about
haircuts in banks. When bad
loans are referred to NCLT
under IBC, thesebad loans are
resolved. Whatwe wantisre-
covery but IBC talks of
resolution. And, whatis the
recovery under theseresolution
processes. That is where the
haircutcomes. See the extent
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bersabout the political nature
of ourstruggle.

Weshould alsomobilise the
support of other sections of
employees whoare workingin
the bankslike contractemploy-
ees, outsourced employees,
BankMitras, and others. They
areinlarge number and they
have their problems. We
should take up and fight for
their issues so that they also
fightalong with us.

One thing we should be
clearinourmind. Thisstruggle
will be bitter and sustained. It
will be prolonged because we
are directly confronting the
government’s policy. Hence,
we should beready for sacri-
fices and there is no short cut
method tofight thisissue. But
if wefightwith determination,
wearebound to getresults.

Inourhistory of 75 years of
AIBEA,wehaveseensomany
attacks and struggles. This
time too we shall fight and
succeed. If people wantover-
nightresults, itisnot possible.
AIBEA demanded

Rs. Incrores

Borrower Loanamount Resolvedfor  Haircut %
Essar 54,000 42,000 23 %
Bhushan Steels 57,000 35,000 38
Jyothi Structures 8,000 3,600 55
DHFL 91,000 37,000 60
Bhushan Power 48,000 19,000 60
Electrosteel Steels 14,000 5,000 62
Monnet Ispat 11,500 2,800 75
Amtek 13,500 2,700 80
Alok Industries 30,000 5,000 83
Lanco Infra 47,000 5,300 88
Videocon 46,000 2,900 94
ABC Shipping 22,000 1,200 95
Sivasankaran industries 4,800 320 95 %

170,000 crores. Again,in2017-
18, when the total operating
profits were Rs 155,000 crores,
the total provisions were to the
tune of Rs 270,000 crores.
Similarly, in 2018-19, the op-
erating profits of PSBs wereRs,
149,000 crores and the provi-
sions for bad loans, etc, were
Rs 216,000 crores. Same was
the casein 2019-20. Total op-
erating profits were Rs 174,300
crores but the provisions were
Rs 200,000 crores.

Ifthesefactsand figuresare
told to the people, they will un-
derstand why some banks are
notin profits.

Again, whatis theefficiency
of private banks? Is it really
true that they are more effi-
cient? Ifitis so, then why so
many private banks collapsed
in last few decades. Bank of
Thanjavur, Bank of
Tamilnadu, Bank of Cochin,
Nedungadi Bank, Global
Trust Bank, Bank of Karad,
Hindustan Commercial Bank,
Lakshmi Commercial Bank,

of haircuts in the following
cases of bad loans.

So, we can see how there-
covery rules are helping the
corporate defaulters and how
banks are losing in each loan
account. Itis a tragedy that
when the banks are facing
problemsbecause of these pri-
vate sector borrowers, the
governmentis wanting to sell
our banks to the very same pri-
vatesector.

Therefore, we need to get
ready for serious action to op-
pose privatization of banks.
On the one hand, we should
prepare our organisationand
members. Onthe other hand,
we need to mobilise support
fromothers. If you wantto get
the support of others, we
should support others when
theyareindifficulty. Similarly,
we need to gather political
support of various political
parties. They supported our
strike in March, 2021. We
should contactthemagainand
ensure their support. We
should educate all our mem-

nationalisation of banks in
1946 and achieved it in 1969
after 23 years. AIBEA de-
manded pensionin 1952 and
achieveditin1993. Same way,
successive governments have
been trying to privatise the
banks from1991. For 30 years
wehavebeenfightingand we
need to continue the struggle.

Unity, militancy, convic-
tion, courage, determination
and clarity are very important
inourstruggle. We all under-
stand that banking is for the
people. Banks” money belongs
to the people. Hence our
struggleisfor thewelfareof the
people. Bank privatisationis
anti-people. Bank
nationalisationis pro-people.
Hence defending public sec-
tor banking and opposing
privatization is a patriotic
struggle. Ina country where
the majority are poor people,
weneed to undertake this pa-
trioticfight. In AIBEA, we feel
itisour patrioticduty. Fight,
keep fighting, success will be
ours.

New Age Weekly



12 CPI 24 @sngrecs Special October 16-22, 2022

CPI Condoles Demise
of Mulayam Singh
Yadav

Samajwadi Party founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav isno more. He was one of the most re-
spected and senior leaders of the country. He
headed the Samajwadi Party with great com-
mitment to the ideals of Ram Manohar Lohia.
As chief minister of Uttar Pradesh, he tried to
uplift the backward and poorer sections of the
society. His commitment for the rights of the
oppressed and social justice was absolute.

Atthetime of the United Front government,
heplayed animportantroleatthenationallevel
to prevent the BJP from coming to power.

CPI General Secretary D Raja recently vis-
ited the hospital where he was undergoing
treatment, met his son Akhilesh Yadav and
enquired about the health of Mulayam Singh

Yadav. His demise is a loss for the country at
a critical time.

The CPI pays its solemn homage to
Mulayam Singh Yadav and conveys its con-
dolences to his bereaved family members.

CPI Extends Solidarity
with People of Iran

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India expresses its supportand solidarity
with the people of Iran who are protesting against
the brutal killing of 22 year-old Mahsa Amini by
the Iranian “‘moral police’ on September 14, 2022:

CPI believes that ongoing mass demonstra-
tions of women, youth and university students
have displayed unprecedented bravery, imagi-
nation and dedication to demonstrate their
opposition to the theocratic regime and have
drawn the attention of the international commu-
nity and got tremendous support for the Iranian
women who revolted against the onslaught by
the present theocratic regime.

Already 30 people, majority of them young girls
are killed by the regime. But all these excessive
force used by the regime failed to contain the
popular upsurge of the Iranian people.

While expressing its support and solidarity
with the people of Iran, CPI demands immedi-
ate cessation of all kinds of repressive measures
againstthe protesters, release of all those arrested
and actions against those who killed Mahsa
Amini.

The CPI at the same time reiterates its posi-
tion that there should not be any outside
interference in internal affairs of Iran on any
pretext.

We express also our solidarity with the Tudeh
Party of Iran, a party, despite the severe repres-
sion for last 80 years has been struggling for a
national democraticrepublic of Iran, where peace
and justice are guaranteed.

Education Goes B

From Last Page

admission in the govern-
mentinstitutions, dohave
alook at the recent course
feesin some of the reputed
government institutes.

Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) campuses are
increasing the course fees
with each passing yearand
presently B.Tech course fee
is varying between 8.5
Lakh to 10 Lakh in the dif-
ferent IITs. Course fee of
BS in Physics or Chemis-
try is 8.47 Lakh. If you
crack the CAT exam with
excellentscore, youcan get
admission in the MBA
course of the IITs but you
will have to pay more than
11 Lakhs for this two -year
course. Fees of one post
graduate diploma course
in ‘Business Analytics’ is
Rs 2000000. If you have
againreaditwrong, letme
clear, it is Twenty Lakh,
not two.

Apart from IITs and
NITs, the course fees in
other government engi-
neering colleges are also
increasing and becoming
inaccessible for the com-
mon students, who do not
belong to rich families.
Course fee in IIEST
Shibpur, earlier known as
Shibpur B.E. college of
West Bengal, is 5.44 Lakh.
The present course fee in
Institute of Chemical Tech-
nology, Mumbai is 3.41
Lakh and College of Engi-
neering, Puneis 3.39 Lakh.
The rate is almost similar
for many other colleges
also throughout India.

There are around 273

~  r—
%

government medical col-
legesall over India, among
which Tamilnadu and
Uttar Pradesh have the
highest numbers with 26
each. The highest annual
fees of the government
medical colleges in the
states like Uttarakhand,
Tamilnadu, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra are Rs
425000, 400000, 150000,
117000 and 105000 re-
spectively. Highest yearly
fees are between Rs 50000
to 1 Lakh for the other
states. So, it is nearly im-
possible for a student
coming from poor eco-
nomic background to
become a doctor.

Amidst this increasing
fee structure in every sec-
tor of educationall over the
country, pandemic situa-
tionarose in 2020. Schools,
Colleges and Universities
were shut down. Official
works at all level were
halted during the strict
lockdowns. BJP govern-
ment utilized the situation
topass National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, which
is clearly encouraging the
capitalists to invest more
ineducationasthey will get
every support to make
more profit, whereas this
highly profitable commod-
ity will bereserved only for
the children of the rich. It
was passed bypassing any
democratic discussion or
debate and this NEP 2020
is the blueprint for more
and more privatization,
commercialization and
centralization of educa-

tion in near future.

Thefirstand the largest
left student organization
of our country, AISF has
been raising slogan for
“education to all” for last
87 years. Public education
must be strengthened and
more money of the Union
budgetshould be allocated
for education; only then
gradually education can
be accessible to all.

The anti-farmer farm
bills were also passed dur-
ing the same time but the
year-long huge protest at
Delhi border made the fas-
cist government to bow
down and repeal the three
farm laws. This was pos-
sible only because of one
reasonand thatis the farm-
ers’ strugglebecameamass
movement withhugemass
support from all over the
country.

So, nationwide student
movement mustbebuiltup
uniting all the national
level left student organiza-
tions and the otherleftand
pro-left regional level stu-
dent organizations.
Gaining the support of the
common people in the
movement is very much
necessary towin the tough
battle - the battle for free
and equal education, battle
for guaranteed employ-
menttoall. AISF being the
only left student organiza-
tion having presence in
every part of the country
should take the responsi-
bility and initiative.

[Authoris National Presi-
dent, AISF]
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Face of Capitalism in 215 Century

In 2000 A.D. the hu-
mansociety wasentering
into the 21*' century and
into the third millen-
nium. On this occasion,
the United Nations for-
mulated the Millennium
Goals to be achieved
during thenextthousand
years. Many economists
wrote about capitalism
inthe21% century includ-
ing those who believein
socialism. They wrote
about their expectations
aboutsocialismin the21*
century. Since we are in
the third decade of the
presentcentury, itwill be
worthwhile to take a
short review of the per-
formance of the capitalist
system even for a better
plan of action for the
would-be socialism,
specially form the point
of human development.

Inthelastdecadeof the
20™ century the global
free trade regime was
formulated and inaugu-
rated. The main reason
was that the developed
industrial countries
were facing barriers for
the entry of their goods
and services in the mar-
kets of developing
countries, who wanted
to protect their markets
for their own goods. The
new institution is the
World Trade
Organisation (WTO).
Now the member coun-
tries can enter each
other’s markets without
any tax or non-tax barri-
ers. It became a single
global market. This has
led to increase in the
transportation of goods
and passengers the
world over, rapid in-
crease in the
consumption of fuels
and the consequent ter-
riblerisein the pollution
and climate change. It
has destabilised agrar-
ian sector everywhere.
The lifestyle that has
evolved, the cities and
production systems are
all highly polluting. On

the other hand, problems
created by the system,
like unemployment, in-
comeinequality, poverty
are getting out of control
and are having adverse
impact on the human
welfare.

A generalized state-
ment thatatthenational
level the income is in-
creasing but welfare
development for com-
mon man still stands
inadequate. The provi-
sion of basic amenities,
even the essentials are
often beyond reach for
the common man in a
capitalist system. At the
moment, in India, the
point being discussed is
that the prime minister
had declared on August
15,2017 in his Indepen-
dence Day speech thatby
August 2022, each poor
family would geta pucca
house with water supply
and electricity. Now that
we are in the year 2022,
people are finding that
nothing substantial has
been done in that direc-
tion, people are
disillusioned that even
the declarations (Which
are not election prom-
ises) made on
Independence Day are
not being implemented
by the government. It
raises the question of
serenity and sanctity of
the Independence Day.
On this point the differ-
ence  between a
capitalistic and socialis-
tic system may be
illustrated through the
example of erstwhile
Soviet Union.

Mike Davido, corre-
spondent of New York
Times, was attached to
American Embassy in
Moscow. Since he had
written on the housing
problem earlier whilein
New York, in his four-
year tenure in Moscow,
he visited 14 republics
and wrote a booklet on
cities without crises
which was on Soviet

Prof Shriniwas
Khandewale

housing (The Soviet
Union Through the Eyes
of an American, Moscow,
Novosty Press Agency
Publishing  House,
1974). In it he speaks
abouthousing, city plan-
ning in whichhe studied
security atnight, quality
of air, education system
etc. About housing, he
wrote, “When1left New
York... candidate Lind-
say for mayor in 1965,
promised to build
1,60,000 low and middle
income apartments in
four years... the city
started only 34,167
apartments and just
8,920 of those were for
low income families.
Moscow’s plan on the
other hand, called for
1,20,000 apartments a
year and 1,20,000 were
constructed... The dif-
ference goes to the roots
of the two contrasting
social systems... (P.11)
Soviet cities face prob-
lems. Ours face crises...
Many Americans are be-
ginning tolearn thatitis
diseased social system
and not geography that
is at the bottom of urban
crises... (P.13) My expe-
rience has convinced me
that while the crises of
our cities can be to some
extent lessened... the
vast and complex prob-
lems of urban existence
cannotbeadequately met
under capitalism. Big
citieslike bigindustry, or
large scale agriculture
cannolonger functionin
theinterest of mass of the
people in antiquated,
outmoded social system
based on private gain
and profitrather than the
commonwelfare.” (P.14).

Problems of
Workers : 2022

Big capital and entre-
preneurs are
continuously trying to

increase profit through
increased volume of pro-
ductionand prices. Very
often these efforts fail
due to inadequate in-
crease in demand. They
result into short-lived
bubbles of high activity
followed by ashortreces-
sion. But during high
activity due to lower
wage rates and during
recession due to inad-
equate employment, the
working class always
remains at the low eco-
nomiclevels. During the
last150 years (including
the present digitaliza-
tion) due to continuous
technological changeand
increasing automation of
work, the demand for
labour has not been in-
creasing proportionately
to the increase in gross
national product. This
phenomenon is known
as ‘jobless growth’. This
is forcing the working
classtoforegowagerise,
promotions, perma-
nency of jobs, retirement
with pension and other
benefits and its only
worry has become some-
how to remain
employed. In Indian
context, the government
hasadopted the policy of
privatization of all the
sectorsand asaresultthe
working classes are go-
ing to be totally at the
mercy of the private sec-
tor for employment and
income. The labour orga-
nizations are also feeling
helpless. Under such
unfavorable conditions,
the progress of human
development is also be-
coming uncertain and
unstable. Since these are
defects of the capitalism,
itisargued by some that
India alone is not suffer-
ing. But the pointis what
can be done about the
labour policy.

Former member of
Planning commission
Arun Maira hasrecently
written an article on
‘Labour and its Discon-

13

tents’. He says that the
most serious socio-eco-
nomic problem is that
majority lives in acute
deprivation. They suffer
from sub-normal living
standards, inadequate
and uncertain income,
inferior conditions at
work places etc. Employ-
ment will not increase
simply by improving
ease of doing business,
by changing the labour
laws and making them
applicable only to the
enterprises with more
than 300 workers. Em-
ployment in enterprises
smaller than this thresh-
oldis turning contractual
(informal). Labour laws
earlier were relatively
labour-friendly but the
newlyreformedlawsare
capital-friendly. Maira
further observes that
during the decade of
1980-90, one per cent
GDP growth created
about two lakh employ-
ment; during 1990-2000,
employment generation
declined to 1 lakh and
during 2000-2020 it fur-
ther declined to about 50
thousand per 1 per cent
GDP growth. Mere in-
crease of GDP does not
increase incomes of those
at the bottom. Suitable
employmentand labour
policies need to be

drafted and imple-
mented.
While summingup, it

may besaid that the short
review indicates that the
capitalisteconomy (and
the society based on it)
hasnotbeen able to pro-
vide respectable
employment and liveli-
hood to workers (for
example farmers, farm
labours, urban labour,
small entrepreneurs, fe-
male domestic workers,
tribals etc.). There is no
labour-friendly psychol-
ogy among the people.
Onthe contrary, various
governments are devis-
ing innovative

On Page 15
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The Internationale

Then comrades, come rally
And the last fight let us face

Unites the human race.

The Internationale

Arise ye prisoners of starvation
Arise ye toilers of the earth

For reason thunders new creation
“Tis a better world in birth.

Never more traditions' chains shall bind us
Arise ye toilers no more in thrall

The earth shall rise on new foundations
We are naught but we shall be all.

[Sketches by Chittoprasad]

Face of Capitalism....

From Page 13

capital-friendly laws
and practices. Many
economists have opined
that withsmall changes,
capitalistic society can
work satisfactorily. Brit-
ish economist Paul
Collier is one among
them. He has been
knighted (called ‘Sir”) for
saying that capitalismis
possible. He has pub-
lished abook ‘The Future
of Capitalism:Facing the
New Anxieties.” (Great
Britain, Allenlane, 2018).
Inthelastchapter Collier
expresses his anguish
thus: “Cpitalism is gen-
erating divided societies
in which many people
lead anxious lives...
what has happened re-

cently is not intrinsic to
capitalism;...itisadam-
aging malfunctioning
that must be put right.
During the erafollowing
the Great Depression,
pragmatic policies put
capitalism on track; they
can do it again. Yet our
political system is not
generating such policies.
Ithas become as dysfunc-
tional as our economies.
Why is it no longer ca-
pable of thinking
pragmatically about so-
lutions to problems”? (p.
201).

The Latest

The United Nations
Conferenceon Tradeand
Development
(UNCTAD) Report 2022
on October 3, 2022 ob-

serves that the Indian
Economy may have a
lower GDP growth, go-
ing down to 5.7 per cent
during 2022 and further
may decline to 4.7 per
cent growthin2023. This
itself indicate that less
national income will be
available from which the
working masses may
find their share going
further down.

In a nutshell, capital-
ism is capable only of
increasing production
butnojustified distribu-
tion. It is inadequate to
give equitable income,
satisfactory livelihood to
alland for bringing about
human development. In
India, we will have to
find out an alternative
system within the frame-
work of our Constitution.
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Remember What They Said...

From Page 02

keenly, cannot be
achieved fully unless an
inspiring national objec-
tive is placed before the
mass of our people...

“...of allmenaces that
confront us, communal-
ism is the most
serious...” “In our view
all democratic forces in
general and the orga-
nized democratic
movement in particular
haveanimportantroleto
play in defeating the
forces of communal reac-
tion.”

“Altogether different
is the position of parties
like the JanSangh, Hindu
Sabha and others. Not
merely are theleaders of
these partiesreactionary,
not merely are their ide-
ology and policies
reactionary, butthe very
basis on which they seek
to consolidate their po-
sition is communal and
disruptive.”

“The Central Commit-
tee has pointed out that
the main division of the
democratic forces today
is between the masses
who follow the Congress
and those who follow the
parties of the democratic
opposition. The ending
of this division is one of
theimportant tasks con-
fronting us.”

PC Joshi

“The very first issue
that our party took up
was that the aim our na-
tional movementmustbe
declared to be complete
independence.”

“It would not be pos-
sible for the Communists
to become a political
force in the country un-

less we make a decisive
turn...unifying theentire
Leftand itssocialist core
to implement the policy
of building up the United
National Front ...”

Ho Chi Minh

“I follow only one
party: the Vietnamese

party “

“Mr Schoenbrun, we
have a secret weapon ...
don’t smile when I tell
you this. Our secret
weapon is nationalism.
To have nationhood,
which is a sign of matu-
rity, is greater than any
weapons in the world.”

“Nothingis more pre-
cious than
independence and lib-
erty.”

“Ourunity isnotonly
spacious but also long-
term unity. Unity is a
national policy and isnot
a political trick. We are
united to fight for the
unity and independence
of the Fatherland. Westill
have to unite and build
our country.”
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Education Goes Beyond

il

any differ
ent mea
sures and

policies have been taken
on education by the
Union government of
India, but neither the di-
rectionnor aim has been
changed. Ithas been sin-
gularly one,
unrestrained
privatization along with
commercialization. The
result of this can be seen
in every corner of India.
If you search online and
type private engineering
collegesin Maharashtra
or Uttar Pradesh or some
other state, you will
surely getshocked to see
thehugenumbersinev-
ery part of our country.

InMaharashtra, there
are 36 districts and 674
private engineering col-
leges; that means there
are around 18 private
colleges that offer
specialisationsineduca-

Reach

s

tion in different fields
including technology.

Onewill find this simi-
lar kind of data in states
like Uttar Pradesh,
Tamilnadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Haryana,
Punjab, Gujarat etc. The
number of private engi-
neering colleges varies
from 175 to 400 in these
states. You can check the
course fees also. For
B.Tech, the minimum
course fees vary from
college to colleges. In
some colleges, it is
7,92,000 and in some col-
leges you will find it to
be 10,40,000 or more.

Now, you can find the
list of private medical
colleges also. There are
many private medical
colleges providing MBBS
degree in the states.
Course fee varies be-
tween 20 lakhs to 50

Shuvam Banerjee

lakhs inmost of the cases.
Butthere are some excep-
tions also. There is a
medical college in Pune
named D. Y. Patil medi-
cal college and hospital
which grabs1,15,00,000
rupees fromastudent for
that degree. I think you
have read it wrong; it is
not11lakh 50 thousands,
itis1 Croreand 15 Lakhs.
For MD or MS, the course
feeis36,75,000forasingle
academic year in that
college. The SRM medi-
cal college hospital and
research centre of
Chennaiistaking1Crore
and 25 Lakhs rupees for
the MBBS degree.

Scenario is similar in
case of private law col-
leges and pharma
colleges also. Only the
rate of the commodity
varies depending on the

of Common Masses

subjects and courses.
The inflation rate is so
high in our country; it is
very difficult for some-
one earning 25,000 per
month to admit one’s
children in private col-
leges in the courses
mentioned above after
paying for the food
grains, clothes, medi-
cines and other basic
needs of his family. You
may getanother shock to
know thatif youare earn-
ing 25,000 a month, then
you are among the top 10
per cent of earners in In-
dia, according to the
recentreport of the Insti-
tute of Competitiveness.
This news has not been
published by any leftlin-
ing media, but by the
Zee News on May 21,
2022.

So, if you earn less
than 25K, youareamong
the 90 per cent and one
justcannot dreamabout

\ FILEPHOTO

=

T b e o

admitting one’s dearest
son or daughter in any
private engineering col-
leges or medical colleges
orlaw colleges. Three per
cent Indians are making
25]akhsormoreinayear
and their children can get
admission to any of the
courses they choose. So,
therealfactis,if youhave
a lot of money, you can
gift any degree to your
children and in future
they will get”good jobs’,
otherwise ask your chil-
drento gotothefield and
grow crops, or they can
follow the government’s
suggestion to start
‘pakora shops’. It does
not matter whether they
wantthatornot; theyare
bound to do that.

Afterreadingitsofar,
if you are not worried
because your son or
daughterisatopperand
you are sure they will get

On Page12
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